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New Campaign Urges Partygoers to 
“Stay With Your Pack”

A new safety campaign to help keep rev-
ellers safe during the festive season and 
beyond has been introduced in Nottingham 
City.
The ‘Stay with Your Pack’ campaign, led 
by Police and Crime Commissioner Paddy 
Tipping, is supported by Nottinghamshire 
Police, Nottingham City Council and Not-
tingham Business Improvement District 
(BID) and is delivered by alcohol educa-
tion charity Drinkaware and other partners. 
It will run throughout 2018 as part of a 
wider strategy to maintain Nottingham’s 
position as a Purple Flag city.
Aimed at 18-24-year-olds, ‘Stay with Your 
Pack’ encourages people to stay together, 
look out for one another and stay safe on a 
night out in Nottingham.
The campaign, which was unveiled on 29 

November, will involve the largest-ever 
training programme of bar, club and door 
staff across Nottingham to better manage 
the welfare of customers and reduce the 
risks of sexual assault, violence or hospi-
talisation through over consumption. 
Action will include:
• Specially developed Alcohol Vulner-

ability training for McDonalds’ staff and 
Nottingham BID’s Taxi Marshals to help 
them identify those at risk and offer help 
- this is a UK first.

• Training sessions to enable venue staff to 
operate as Drinkaware Crew - specially 
trained staff who work inside licensed 
premises to talk to people and support 
customers who may have become vulner-
able from drinking too much alcohol.

• Alcohol Vulnerability Awareness e-learn-
ing for bar staff in Nottingham venues 
and Drinkaware training specifically for 
fast food outlets.

• A major poster campaign in venues 
across the city including Rock City, Res-
cue Rooms, Bodega, Stealth, Nottingham 
Trent Students Union and Propaganda, 
in addition to social media promotion on 

Facebook and YouTube.
• An awareness video which will be pro-

moted across social media which can be 
accessed atwww.itsinnottingham.com/
StayWithYourPack.

• This will be supported by:
• Deployment of passive drugs dogs by 

Nottinghamshire Police to detect illegal 
substances and knives.

• Use of knife wands by venue staff to de-
tect weapons and reassure customers.

Commenting on the campaign, Notting-
hamshire’s Police and Crime Commission-
er Paddy Tipping said: “Together we’re 
doing everything we can to ensure young 
people have an enjoyable and safe night out 
in our county.
“Alcohol increases vulnerability and 
leaves young people at serious risk of be-
coming either a victim or perpetrator of 
crime. When a young person’s judgement 
is impeded by alcohol it is vital we have 
responsible, fully-trained volunteers ready 
to protect their welfare and prevent harm. 
This campaign will see an unprecedented 
level of appropriate training to ensure this 
happens.” 
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A kind hearted man has ridden to the 
rescue and given his best friend the 
ultimate gift by donating his kidney 
to help transform her life in a rare 
operation.
Nicola Rose, 39, was diagnosed with 
kidney disease five years ago. At first 
she was able to continue to live a 
relatively ordinary life but, over time, 
her kidney function declined and she 
became dependent on dialysis.
When it became clear that a kidney 
transplant was her only option, her 
best friend Scott Christian, who has 
known her since they met at work ten 
years ago, offered her one of his.

He said: “I said I would do it with-
out any hesitation really. I wanted to 
see her better and back to the way 
she was. It was horrible to see her so 
poorly.”
The operations took place on October 
18 at Nottingham City Hospital and 
the pair, who describe themselves as 
“like brother and sister” are recover-
ing well.
Consultant Transplant Surgeon Sam 
Dutta, who performed the operation 
on Scott, said: “Friend to friend dona-
tions are rare but perhaps not as dif-
ficult as people may think. 
“To donate a kidney to another per-

son you only need to be fit and 
well and have two good working 
kidneys. You do not have to be 
a tissue match or have the same 
blood group. It is an excellent 
option when there are no suit-
able family members to donate 
a kidney.”
Nicola said: “It still feels very 
surreal not to have to be hooked 
up to dialysis every night. I can’t 
describe how it feels that Scott 
has been willing to do this. I 
will never be able to thank him 
enough.”
Scott, 31, of Carlton, said: “See-
ing the difference in her just em-
phasised why I wanted to do it. 
We have vowed that we are go-
ing to celebrate October 18 for 
the rest of our lives.”

Best Friend Gives
the Ultimate Gift
by Donating
His Kidney

Anyone who is
interested in

knowing more about 
donating a kidney to 
a friend or a family 

member can call
our Transplant

Coordinators on 0115 
9691169 ext 59405
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Two Newark and Sherwood 
Homes tenants have been rec-
ognised for going the extra 
mile within their communities 
this month, as part of the hous-
ing provider’s ‘Outstanding 
Contribution to the Commu-
nity Awards (OCCA).
Ginette Hardy - who has 
worked to support other ten-
ants for over 28 years – was 
awarded the OCCA for her 
involvement and enthusiasm 
within the community, while 
Tracey Anderson was awarded 
an OCCA for her dedication to 

combatting loneliness at Vale 
View through hosting regular 
social activities from bingo to 
coffee mornings.
Both tenants were judged to 
have made a real difference to 
their communities, acting with 
enthusiasm and dedication 
to help arrange activities for 
residents and giving their time 
willingly. 
Ginette said: “It’s really nice 
to be recognised by my peers 
and Newark and Sherwood 
Homes through this award. 
I am pleased to be able to 

donate funds to Beaumond 
House Community Hospice, 
an organisation which cared 
for my husband before he 
passed away.”
The OCCA is an annual cer-
emony, working to recognise 
the most outstanding tenants 
in the district and will see the 
housing provider award win-
ners with £100 to donate to a 
charity of their choice. 
Tracey said: “I am so pleased 
to have been able to donate 
my award money towards 
two fantastic charities – Can-

Two Outstanding Tenants Rewarded For 
Community Efforts cer Research and the British 

Heart Foundation - both of 
which are very close to my 
heart. I am delighted to have 
been awarded an OCCA, and 
love giving back to the local 
community.”
Newark and Sherwood 
Homes chair Lynn Clayton 
presented Ginette and Tracey 
with their awards. She said: 
“Our OCCAs are a celebra-
tion of the good work carried 
out by tenants within their 
communities. Both Ginette 
and Tracey have given their 
time, energy and knowledge 
to the communities they live 
in – they are our community 
heroes!”

The shining stars of Nottingham’s 
hospitals were celebrated at an 
awards ceremony this November.
Hundreds of NHS staff turned out 
for the annual NUHonours Awards, 
which recognise the outstanding 
work of employees from Queen’s 
Medical Centre (QMC), Nottingham 
City Hospital and Ropewalk House.
There were 15 categories this year 
celebrating all of Nottingham Uni-
versity Hospital’s different staff 
groups, from doctors and nurses to 
those who work behind the scenes to 
keep the hospitals running. Catego-
ries ranged from Team of the Year, to 
Research and Innovation, and Com-
munity Champion. Our volunteers 
were also recognised with their own 

category.
Tracy Taylor, NUH’s Chief Execu-
tive, said: “What a fantastic way 
to end my first month at NUH! It 
was an inspirational evening which 
showcased everything that is great 
about NUH and the NHS.
“Many congratulations to everyone 
who was nominated and shortlisted 
for awards, and of course to our 
winners.I am proud to be part of 
Team NUH.
“Thank you to the Nottingham Hos-
pitals Charity and our individual 
awards sponsors for making these 
awards possible.”
Held at the East Midlands Confer-
ence Centre at the University of Not-
tingham, the ceremony was funded 

by Nottingham Hospitals Charity 
and hosted by Nottingham Post Edi-
tor Mike Sassi.
This is the 11th year the awards have 
been running and supported by the 
Nottingham Hospitals Charity and 
it was the biggest yet - with almost 
1,000 people receiving nominations.
The ceremony featured a number of 
special guests. Teen racing driver 
Billy Monger, who was brought to 
the East Midlands Major Trauma 
Centre at QMC following a crash 
at Donington Park this summer was 
given a special award for his brav-
ery by his clinical team. Billy, who 
lost both legs following the accident, 
was given a personalised Paul Smith 
wallet. 

NUHonours Awards Showcase Hospitals’ Finest

Anything Considered
Cash Buyer

01652 650291

CLASSIC CARS
WANTED
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Estate Litter Champion Earns Mayor’s Award
A local estate litter champion, two 
volunteers who set up a suicide 
bereavement support group, and 
a council worker, who organised 
Mansfield's knitted poppy display, 
have received civic commenda-
tions.
Kate Allsop, Executive Mayor of 
Mansfield, awarded them Mayor's 
Commendations for going the ex-
tra mile for the district.
Among those to receive the 
awards on Tuesday 21 November 
at the Full Council meeting, was 
Ian Carnell, a Forest Town takea-
way worker, who was nominated 
by Deputy Mayor Cllr Mick Bar-
ton.
Cllr Barton had spotted Ian, who 
works at the Forest Town KFC 
outlet, regularly picking up litter 
on the estate. KFC has an obli-
gation to clean up its immediate 
area but Ian was litter picking the 

whole estate - every morning. 
Cllr Barton said: "I have known 
Ian for a couple of years now and 
he leaves his home in Pleasley to 
cycle five miles to KFC in Forest 
Town at 6am and before he starts 
work, he spends time litter pick-
ing the whole area - and he does 
this every day. He is an absolute 
star."
Cllr Barton also nominated coun-
cil Events Officer Abbey Clarke 
who, working with the Royal 
British Legion, was the person 
behind the project to decorate the 
old Town Hall with knitted pop-
pies for the Remembrance Sunday 
parade on 12 November this year.
Abbey masterminded and co-ordi-
nated the poppy appeal which saw 
more than 8,000 knitted and cro-
cheted flowers of all shapes and 
sizes flood into the Civic Centre 
over eight months, from commu-

nity groups, residents and schools. 
Also receiving Commendations, 
after being nominated by Cllr 
Sean McCallum and Cllr Stephen 
Harvey, were Vicki Zurek and 
Kelly Morgan who set up SSG 
(Suicide Support Group) in the 
town in January to help people 
bereaved by suicide. 
It meets at the Friends' Meet-
ing House every Thursday from 
10.30am to 12noon and has 
helped about 30 people since its 
inception. It was set up after Vicki 
lost her brother, Lee Boughton, to 
suicide last year. 
Mayor Allsop said: "We are very 
lucky to have this kind of service 
in the area and I would like to 
thank them for all the good work 
they are doing in the community 
to help people to cope at such a 
terrible time, with such a tragic 
loss of a loved one."

Estate Litter Champion Earns Mayor’s Award

HOLDING A LOCAL EVENT?                                    CALL 01159 314380

The law is constantly changing with 
increasingly severe punishments and 
penalties particularly in the context 
of road traffic law and health and 
safety. The impact of this punitive 
approach to policy making is being 
felt quite acutely by businesses that 
have a haulage or fleet operation, or 
require employees to drive in any 
capacity.
Sills & Betteridge, an East Mid-
lands based law firm, has launched a 
new and comprehensive web based 
transport law information service for 
businesses and professional drivers.
This year has brought a number of 
important reforms aimed at improv-

ing road safety including increasing 
penalty points for using a mobile 
phone and the recent announcement 
that drivers involved in fatal road 
traffic accidents will face possible 
life sentences.
Reforms introduced or announced 
this year include: 
• Six Penalty points for driving 

whilst using a mobile phone (this 
is on top of already higher fines for 
professional drivers caught using 
their phones)

• Possible life sentences in cases 
where a fatal RTC has occurred.

• Changes to enforcement around 
weekly rest periods

• Increased powers to impose driv-
ers hours offences committed over 
a 28 day period.

Sills & Betteridge warn that many 
businesses require their employees 
to drive but do not consider transport 
as a key part of their business. These 
organisations are at greater risk of 
health and safety prosecution and 
investigation when things go wrong. 
The aim is to provide businesses and 
their drivers with a wrap around and 
pro-active service to address all the 
various areas of law that impact on 
transport businesses.
Andrew Kerrigan a business crime 
and regulatory solicitor at Sills & 

Betteridge commented, “Profes-
sional drivers and the organisations 
they work with regularly need le-
gal advice to keep on the road. We 
have a strong commercial team and 
recognise that when problems arise 
in the context of professional driv-
ing they are not limited to whether a 
driver has points imposed and faces 
a disqualification.
He continued, “Our focus on driving 
in a commercial context recognises 
that a multi-disciplinary approach 
may be required to address regula-
tory, road traffic, employment law, 
personal injury and other areas. Our 
new information service is designed 

to help the haulage and taxi 
industries and we hope our 
updates and blogs will be-
come must reads for any 
transport or fleet man-
ager.”

Launch of Transport Law Information Service for Drivers
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Coming up with an idea to 
keep his colleagues as safe as 
possible has earned Tarmac’s 
Will Lewis a national award. 

Will, a Mechanical Fitter at 
the company’s Barnstone 
Cement Plant in Nottingham-
shire, has won recognition 
for his ‘Exceptional Personal 
Contribution’ at the annual 
Health and Safety Awards run 
by trade body, the Mineral 
Products Association (MPA).
Will was commended for his 
work on a project to improve 
safety for colleagues working 
at height where forklifts un-
load pallets loaded with bags 
of cement. He designed and 
built a structure which allows 
these pallets to be loaded 
onto a roller conveyor in a 
completely enclosed area, 
significantly reducing risk 
to operatives in the loading 
area. In their judging of the 

awards, the MPA called it ‘a 
relatively simple concept; 
well-engineered and well im-
plemented’.
Barnstone Cement Plant 
Manager Chris Stephens 
commends Will for his work: 
“This award is fantastic rec-
ognition of a proactive at-
titude and commitment to-
wards safety. We are very 
proud of Will’s achieve-
ments”. 
Will added: “I felt really 
proud to stand on the stage 
alongside peers from similar 
companies across the UK to 
receive an award. It is re-
warding to know that my 
work on the enclosed gate 
system will help to keep col-
leagues safe.”

National Award for
‘Exceptional’ Safety Idea 

Alan Titchmarsh’s highly successful garden makeover 
programme “Love Your Garden” is back. This year Alan 
helped people across the country whose gardens had suf-
fered as they coped with life’s challenges, building them a 
brand new outdoor space.
Now Alan is looking for more people who, through cir-
cumstances beyond their control, haven’t been able to look 
after their garden which is now in desperate need of a trans-
formation. They could have been hit by tragedy, given up 
all of their time for others or be one of Britain’s un-sung 
hero’s. 
Whatever the story, if you think a garden created by Alan 
himself could help them or be a fitting way to say “thank 
you” then please contact us with a completed application 

Do You Know
Someone Who Needs

A Brand
New Garden?

form with a
description of
the person you
are nominating to
one of the following 
methods: By email:
teamhort@spun-
goldtv.com

By post:

Love Your Garden,

Spun Gold TV, 2nd Floor 

Tabernacle Court, 16-28 

Tabernacle Street, 

London EC2A 4DD

Burntstump Seely C of E 
Academy is opening its doors 
for families to tour.
Burntstump Seely Church 
of England Academy is wel-
coming parents to take a look 
at the ‘hidden gem’ at the top 
o f Burntstump Hill when 

they are choos-
ing a pri-

mary school for their chil-
dren.
In the light of the current 
oversubscription to schools 
in Hucknall and Linby, the 
news brings a welcome al-
ternative for parents. Head 
Teacher, Heather Gabb, 
sayid: “Burntstump Seely 
Church of England Academy 
is a pri- mary school with 

wonderful staff 
and children. 
We have a 

fantastic location here in 
wonderful grounds and we 
would be happy for families 
to come and see what we 
have to offer.”
Families currently exploring 
primary places for children 
can contact Burntstump See-
ly Church of England Acad-
emy on 0115 963 2833.

‘Hidden Gem’ School
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The National Ice Centre (NIC) has un-
dergone a review and rebrand and on 
4th December, will unveil several new 
initiatives to help attract new skaters in-
cluding; a Warm Up Zone to give first 
time customers skating tips and advice, 
a dedicated area in the centre of the ice 
for pre-schoolers, schedule changes to 
give customers the chance to skate for 
longer with extended skating sessions, 
and a simplified pricing structure where 
skate hire is included in all ticket prices 
and children under the age of five skate 
for free.
The changes follow the results of a mar-
ket research project carried out earlier 
this year to understand the potential bar-
riers to ice skating. 
Stephen Chaston, Operations Manager 
at the NIC said: “The market research 
helped us to establish that we needed 
to create more of a positive ‘first time’ 
ice skating experience and enhance the 
general venue experience overall. Over 
the past few months we’ve worked hard 
on a number of ideas to make this hap-
pen. 
“We’ve introduced new, comfortable 
ice skates, reviewed the skating sched-
ule maximizing skating sessions at the 
times when people prefer to attend, 
made ice equipment more affordable, 

National Ice Centre Rebrands and Launches Several Initiatives

introduced a children’s 
menu in Sub Zero, and 
we’ve retrained our ice 
rink staff to ensure cus-
tomers receive a quality 
service.”
As well as operational 
changes, the NIC brand 
has undergone a review 
and will unveil its new 

logo and venue branding 
on 4th December. A new 
website will come into ef-
fect early next year.
There’s plenty of room to 
skate with friends, family 
and colleagues, whatever 
the weather at the NIC. 
With skates starting from 
baby size 5, toddlers can 

take to the ice from as young as 18 
months old, free of charge.
For further information, or to book your 
skating session and experience the new 

NIC, head to www.national-ice-centre.
com, call 0843 373 3000 or visit in 
person at National Ice Centre, Bolero 
Square, The Lace Market, Nottingham.



8                      E: sales@nottsinfocus.co.uk | Tel: 01159 313879

HOLDING A LOCAL EVENT?                                    CALL 01159 314380



9E: editorial@nottsinfocus.co.uk | Tel: 01159 313879               

HOLDING A LOCAL EVENT?                                    CALL 01159 314380

A fast-growing Nottingham 
digital agency has become 
the official digital marketing 
partner of Nottingham Rugby.
Distinction, which is based 
in the city’s Creative Quar-
ter, has offices in the Birkin 
Building. The club was estab-
lished in around 1877 by Al-
exander Birkin – grandson of 
Richard Birkin, one of Not-
tingham’s most famous lace 
manufacturers.
Under the new partnership, 
Distinction will be tasked 
with increasing awareness of 
the club and increasing both 
home and away attendances 
through leading innovative 
digital-based campaigns for 

both Friday evening and Sun-
day games.
Distinction, alongside crea-
tive agency The Dairy, will be 
working on all aspects of dig-
ital marketing for Nottingham 
Rugby including website op-
timisation, email marketing, 
social media marketing, and 
data collection and analysis.
Henry France, Digital Mar-
keting Manager at Distinc-
tion, said: “We’re partnering 
with Nottingham Rugby at a 
very exciting time; the club is 
currently third in the National 
League and we’re determined 
to transform its marketing 
into that of one fit for Pre-
miership Rugby.

“Already, our efforts are reap-
ing rewards with attendances 
rising, and engagement and 
followers across Nottingham 
Rugby’s social media plat-
forms rising by 10% in ten 
weeks.”
Nottingham Rugby Market-
ing & Operations Officer Si-
mon Ball-McQueen added: 
“It’s great news for the club 
to be able to work with such 
a professional and dynamic 
team at Distinction. We’re 
still a small club in terms of 
backroom and office staff, so 
to have Distinction come on 
board and support us with our 
digital marketing is huge for 
us.”

Distinction Scrums Down 
with Green & Whites

One of the borough’s most well-
known and well-used play parks is 
to have a £124,000 refurbishment. 
Arnot Hill Park play area in Arnold 
will be improved thanks to funding 
from WREN, a not-for-profit busi-
ness that awards grants for commu-
nity conservation, and from prop-
erty developer contributions.
WREN will be providing £50,000 
towards improving the park. A fur-
ther £74,000 of funding will come 
from planning obligations of local 
developers, known as section 106 
agreements. 
Work is expected to begin in April 
2018 and consultation has already 

begun with local primary schools 
and the Friends of Arnot Hill Park 
about what the new play area 
will look like. Once contracts are 
agreed, the schools will be asked 
to have their say on the preferred 
scheme in the park. 
Councillor Peter Barnes, Portfolio 
Holder for Parks and Open Spaces 
said: “Arnot Hill Park is one of the 
most visited parks in the borough 
so we are very happy that it is 
getting a much needed refurbish-
ment. Congratulations must go the 
Friends of group who applied for 
funding and a big thanks to WREN 
for providing funding. Parks play a 

vital role in the health and wellbe-
ing of young children and this news 
will have a really positive impact 
on any of the children who visit the 
park over the years to come.”
Cllr David Ellis, Chair of the 
Friends of Arnot Hill Park, said: 
“The play area at Arnot Hill Park 
is well-used and well-loved by the 
children of Arnold. Unfortunately 
it is showing its age. The Friends 
of Arnot Hill Park are keen to see 
these improvements happen and 
are grateful to the Council for ear-
marking s106 money and to WREN 
for its grant. We can’t wait for the 
refurbished play area to open.”

£124k New Play Area 
for Park in Arnold

Looking to find your dream home?

Nottinghamshire homebuyers look-
ing to move up the property ladder 
are encouraged to consider a proper-
ty at David Wilson Homes’ Kingston 
Banks development in East Leake.
Second steppers can benefit from 
the spacious three, four and five 
bedroom properties ready to reserve 
with a range of moving schemes on 
offer and prices starting at £247,995.
The development currently has Help 
to Buy and Part Exchange schemes 
available on selected plots. 
Situated in a quiet residential suburb 
bordering open countryside, King-
ston Banks offers the perfect balance 
between country and city living, not 

far from the centre of Nottingham. 
With countryside walks on your 
doorstep, cosy pubs, coffee shops 
and independent retailers in the 
nearby village centre, the develop-
ment is perfect for a relaxed village 
lifestyle.
Jason Hearn, Sales Director at David 
Wilson Homes East Midlands, said: 
“Second steppers may find it harder 
to move up the property ladder be-
cause of the burden of having to sell 
their own home, as well as getting 
their finances together for the move.
“The moving schemes provide ex-
cellent aid to people who may think 
they will struggle and can save them 

thousands on a new home that may 
have been otherwise out of reach.
“The location makes it an ideal place 
for growing families and people 
looking to upsize, with a good selec-
tion of local amenities and transport 
links to further afield for commuters, 
including easy access to the A46 and 
M1.
“We would advise anyone who is in-
terested in finding their dream home 
to visit our onsite Sales Advisers 
soon to avoid missing out.” 
To find out more information please 
call the David Wilson Homes sales 
team on 0844 811 5544 or visit 
www.dwh.co.uk.
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Viking Invasion Hits
The Streets Of Nottingham!

Vikings invaded Not-
tingham’s Old Market 
Square as they set out on 
their voyage to Notting-
ham Lakeside Arts. 
The Viking troupe asked 
the general public for di-
rections to the University 
of Nottingham to visit 
the opening of the exclu-
sive exhibition Viking: 
Rediscover the Legend, 
which opened to the pub-
lic on Saturday 25 No-
vember 2017.
The Vikings travelled 
into the city centre via 
different tram routes 
— catching them from 
the park and rides from 
Hucknall, Phoenix Park, 
Clifton; and a few em-
barked at the Beeston 
stop — to congregate in 
Nottingham’s Old Mar-
ket Square, where they 

approached the public 
for advice on how to 
get to the Viking exhibi-
tion. They then travelled 
en masse to Lakeside’s 
Djanogly Gallery on one 
of Nottingham’s Express 
Transit trams. 
The exhibition — Vi-
king: Rediscover the 
Legend — brings to-
gether nationally and in-
ternationally significant 
Anglo-Saxon and Viking 
artefacts from the Brit-
ish Museum and York 
Museums Trust, includ-
ing some of the most 
well-known hoards ever 
discovered in this coun-
try. Along with current 
research, the exhibition 
provides new interpreta-
tion and a fresh perspec-
tive on how the Vikings 
transformed and shaped 

every aspect of life in 
Britain.
Viking: Rediscover the 
Legend continues until 
Sunday 4 March 2018 
and is the centrepiece of 
Lakeside’s Viking pro-
gramme, running until 
early spring 2018. Ad-
mission is free. 
The Weston Gallery will 
be hosting Danelaw Saga: 
Bringing Vikings Back to 
the East Midlands from 
15 December 2017. The 
exhibition tells the tale of 
how the Vikings shaped 
the East Midlands with 
artefacts, maps and me-
dieval documents, and 
expands on and comple-
ments Viking: Rediscover 
the Legend. Danelaw 
Saga runs until Sunday 
8 April and again admis-
sion is free.

To celebrate ENGLAND IS MINE com-
ing to DVD this December – the enthral-
ling story of the making of one of British 

music’s most influential 
figures, Morris-
sey – fans will 
have the chance 
to watch the film 
at legendary re-
cord store Rough 
Trade! 
Known as the 
purveyors of 
great music since 
1976, Rough 
Trade has suc-
cessfully pro-
moted and sold 

records by punk rock and 
early post-punk and indie bands – includ-
ing The Smiths. The film ENGLAND 
IS MINE tells the story of Morrissey 
(played by Jack Lowden) dreaming of 
becoming a musician but struggling to 
find his voice. After much soul-search-
ing, his efforts culminate in him meeting 
Johnny Marr - a meeting that would lead 
to the formation of legendary ’80s band 
The Smiths, and change the face of Brit-
ish music forever.
What better setting to watch this story 
unfold than at Rough Trade, who is 
screening the film at three of their stores 
across the UK. Join us at Rough Trade 
East London or Rough Trade Nottingham 
on Saturday, 16 December for a special 
screening at 2pm, or at the soon-to-be 
opened Rough Trade Bristol on Monday 
18th December for a 7pm screening.  
Tickets are FREE and available now 
from www.roughtrade.com/gb/events.

ENGLAND IS MINE 
to Screen at
Legendary

Record Store
House-hunters in Nottinghamshire can 
now choose from a fresh collection of 
new homes at Bellway at Farnsfield.
The new development, located off 
Southwell Road, Farnsfield, will pro-
vide 48 much-needed new homes for 
the local community, as well as finan-
cial contributions worth more than 
£700,000 to be invested in local infra-
structure and facilities.
The first plots released for sale at 
Bellway at Farnsfield include four-
bedroom designs from £345,000 and 
the five-bedroom Cadeby housetype, 
from £500,000.
Sales Director for Bellway’s East Mid-
lands division, Ben Smith, said the 
new homes were already generating a 
great deal of interest among Notting-
hamshire buyers.
He said: “Our Farnsfield development 
really does offer something for eve-
ryone, so it’s no wonder our launch 
event was so busy, with 40 groups of 

visitors attending and two homes sold 
that week. 
“Farnsfield is a really popular village, 
thanks in no small part to its location 
on the outskirts of Sherwood Forest 
with great transport links to Mansfield, 
Newark and Nottingham, as well as its 
thriving community feel.
“We’re delighted to be playing our part 
in helping provide much-needed hous-
ing for local people here and look for-
ward to our first residents moving into 
their new homes in the near future.”
Built to a high specification through-
out, each of the properties at Bellway 
at Farnsfield offers generous and care-
fully-planned living accommodation, 
with garages or off-street parking to 
all plots.
With construction just started on site, 
the new homes at Bellway at Farns-
field are currently on sale from the 
housebuilder’s Abbey Fields develop-
ment in Hucknall. 

More information is available from the sales advisors 
on 07817 794937 or online at www.bellway.co.uk

First Homes Released 
For Sale at Bellway
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Festive Autism-Friendly 
Hours at Playmobil Grotto

Santa Claus has returned 
to intu Broadmarsh this 

Christmas (until 24 December) in 
collaboration with beloved toy 
maker PLAYMOBIL. Intu has 
also joined forces with Autism 
East Midlands to ensure 
everyone can join in the 
festive fun. 
Intu Broadmarsh has taken 
steps to ensure all children 
can experience its grotto 
and has rolled out special 
autism hours during 
December. As part of 
the autism hours – 
which will take place 
on 5,6,12 and 13 
December from 
11am until 12pm 
– there will be no 
online booking 
option available 
and only walk-in 
visits, allowing 
the grotto to 
be a calmer 
environment 
for those 
w i t h 
autism. 
As well as 
building 

excitement for the big day by 
getting to meet the big man 
himself, children will receive a 
PLAYMOBIL gift and can even 
win an entire PLAYMOBIL range 
of their choice by posting a letter 
to Father Christmas using intu’s 
PLAYMOBIL post box. 

Nigel Wheatley at the two intu 
centres in Nottingham said: 
“We’re excited to be bringing 
one of the world’s best known 
toy manufacturers back to intu 
Broadmarsh to give all the children 
in Nottingham the chance to receive 
a free PLAYMOBIL gift.
“We’re also pleased to be working 
in partnership with Autism East 
Midlands to roll out the autism hours 

at our grotto this year. The autism 
hours will help those with autism 
to enjoy the festivities without loud 
noises, crowds or bright lights”.
Linda Wakeham at Autism East 
Midlands said: “Intu have been 
very responsive to the needs of 
individuals with autism. We would 

like to thank intu for arranging an 
autism relaxed hour and taking the 
time to ensure that all children can 
experience and enjoy the Christmas 
Grotto.”
The grotto is open every day until 
Christmas Eve. Visits are priced 
at £4.95 for children and includes 
a free gift. For more information 
about opening times and the grotto, 
please visit: intu.co.uk/broadmarsh.  
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Moonlight Drive-in Cinema brings a 
Winter Wonderland to Southwell!

Discover the magic of Christmas as Moonlight Cinema 
comes to Southwell Racecourse with their drive-in cin-
ema screenings this December 2017. 
With Screenings running from until Sunday 10 Decem-
ber including The Night Before Christmas, Elf and The 
Polar Express, there’s no need to leave anybody ‘Home 
Alone’ this Christmas. Tickets for the week are avail-
able online now – there’snow way you’ll want to miss 
Moonlight Drive-in Cinema at Southwell this Decem-
ber!
For a classic drive-in experience, audiences are asked 
to tune in their radio as the film’s sound is transmit-
ted straight into their vehicle’s audio system. Refresh-
ments will be available to purchase on site during the 
screenings from a Food Menu. Please be aware of film 
certifications.
Southwell Racecourse said: “We are delighted to be 
welcoming Moonlight Cinema to the Racecourse in 
December. It is something we have been looking at 
bringing to the racecourse for a little while and are de-
lighted to have linked up with Moonlight Cinema to 
make this happen. Hopefully it will be a popular addi-
tion to the range of things the Racecourse can offer.”

Moonlight Drive-in Cinema will be 
showing the following films at Southwell 

Racecourse:
Tuesday 5th December 2017 @ 18:15

National Lampoons Christmas Vacation
Tuesday 5th December 2017 @ 20:15

Its a Wonderful Life
Wednesday 6th December 2017 @ 18:15

The Nightmare Before Christmas
Wednesday 6th December 2017 @ 20:15 Elf

Thursday 7th December 2017 @ 18:15
The Santa Clause

Thursday 7th December 2017 @ 20:15
Grease

Friday 8th December 2017 @ 18:15 Elf
Friday 8th December 2017 @ 20:15

Home Alone
Friday 8th December 2017 @ 22:15

Die Hard
Saturday 9th December 2017 @ 18:15

The Polar Express
Saturday 9th December 2017 @ 20:15 Elf

Saturday 9th December 2017 @ 22:15
Love Actually

Sunday 10th December 2017 @ 18:15 Elf
Sunday 10th December 2017 @ 20:15

The Polar Express
Sunday 10th December 2017 @ 22:15 Elf

Tickets are £25.00 per vehicle*regardless 
of occupancy. Limited tickets - Book now:

www.moonlightcinema.com/southwell
Telephone booking (Mon-Thurs 11am- 
5pm Fridays 1pm-5pm) 03330 064608.
*Larger vehicles will be placed towards

the back and sides.
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Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year to all of our patients

01623
650650

Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year to all of our patients, staff and

consultants from everyone at
Woodthorpe Hospital

0115 
9209209

Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year to all our customers

01476
563756

Highfield Happy Hens wishes
everyone a Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year
For further details contact

01283
732083

We would like to wish all of
visitors a very Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year
For further details contact

01476
512333

Golden Palm Resort wishes
everyone a Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year

01754
874444
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We would like to wish you all
a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year

For further details contact

01623
429484

Mill Farm would like to wish all
 our visitors a Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year

0114
2890543

We would like to wish all
 our visitors a Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year

01406
372824

We would like to wish you all
a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year

For further details contact

01623
429484

Mill Farm would like to wish all
 our visitors a Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year

0114
2890543

We would like to wish all
 our visitors a Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year

01406
372824

We would like to wish you all
a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year

For further details contact

01623
429484

Mill Farm would like to wish all
 our visitors a Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year

0114
2890543

We would like to wish all
 our visitors a Merry Christmas

and a Happy New Year

01406
372824
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Coming up with a unique gift 
idea around the festive season 
can be a tricky task – with 
family, friends and loved ones 
to shop for, finding the right 
Christmas present can often 
take a lot of time and dedica-
tion. 
‘Tis the season to be jolly – and 
wrapping up the perfect gift to 
put under the tree for a loved 
one will bring you far more joy 
than the standard selection of 
slippers, scented soaps and 
chocolates ever will. It’s time to 
get out of your gifting comfort 
zone and get creative!
However, coming up with a 
new and innovative gift idea 
isn’t always easy, especially 
when you’re shopping for 
a number of people who 
each have their own 
individual taste. De-
pending on the likes 
and dislikes of the 
person you’re shop-
ping for, combined 
with your budget, 
there are usu-
ally a few hur- dles to 
overcome before you find the 
perfect present. 
Thankfully, there is a collec-
tion of unique gift ideas out 
there which are certain to put 
a smile on a special someone’s 
face. From experience days like 
no other to pamper breaks and 
personalised presents, break 
the mould and do something 
different this year. 
To help you on your journey 
to finding the perfect present, 
here are our top three pics for 
unique gift ideas this Christ-
mas: 

Do Something
Different This

Christmas
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As our thoughts turn to Christmas and what the 
perfect presents would be for friends and family, 
the team at Dogs Trust Loughborough are hoping a 
puppy isn’t on anyone’s Christmas present list.
It is almost 40 years since Dogs Trust developed its 
famous slogan, ‘A dog is for life, not just for Christ-
mas’, but it is sadly as relevant as ever, particularly 
now puppies can be bought online at the click of a 
button.
Since opening in 2012, Dogs Trust Loughborough 
has found loving forever homes for more than 4,000 
dogs but as Christmas approaches the team fear that 
once again, dogs bought as presents will be discard-
ed even before the decorations are taken down.
Celine Di Crocco, Rehoming Centre Manager, said: 
“Unfortunately, once the thrill of welcoming a new 
pup has worn off and the reality of dog ownership 
sets in, they often become just another unwanted 
gift.
“Last year, we received a staggering number of 
calls in the weeks following Christmas from own-
ers wanting to give up their dog. That is so sad, as 
dogs deserve to be treated as a member of the fam-
ily. They aren’t disposable commodities; they are a 
huge commitment and should be for life.
“We’d advise people to think very carefully before 
introducing a dog into their family at Christmas. It’s 
such a busy time and can be very stressful for pup-
pies, and new owners. 
“Of course we would encourage anyone who be-
lieves a dog is for life and wants to enjoy the won-
derful benefits a canine companion can offer, to visit 
us and give a dog a second chance to have the won-
derful life all dogs deserve.”

A Pet Is For Life, 
Not Just For Christmas

To find out more about the dogs looking for their special someone and
for advice on all aspects of dog ownership visit www.dogstrust.org.uk
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Based in the famed market town of Melton 
Mowbray, a stone’s throw from the town 
centre, Icon Music is the quintessential local 
music centre.  Our store has a fresh, modern 
look, offering an unrivalled personal level of 
support before and after sale. As well as a 
broad range of the most popular instruments 

and accessories by major brands, we have a 
comprehensive printed music dept. and also 
specialise in music gifts and band clothing/
merchandise. 
At Christmas time, there’s no better shop to 
visit for great music themed gift ideas for 
musicians and non-musicians alike!

Icon Music

Enter into the festive spirit with a trio of Christmas 
concerts from Nottingham Trent University.
Carols and seasonal classics will feature in the events 
taking place during the run up to Christmas.
A new Family Christmas Concert in the impressive 
Albert Hall on Saturday 9 December from 3pm will 
see the NTU Brass Band and Choir play with their Or-
chestra in Residence, English Pro Musica.
Founded in 2003 and based in Nottingham, English 
Pro Musica is a professional chamber orchestra with 
a reputation for stylish and interesting performances.
Expect all the festive favourites and a chance for fami-
lies to sing along to some classic Christmas carols.
Tickets are available for £14 or £5 for students and 
free for children under 12.
Ahead of this, NTU’s popular Christmas Concert re-
turns on Wednesday 6 December with the University’s 
170 strong choir and 50-piece orchestra performing a 
selection of Christmas favourites for everyone to en-
joy.
A full orchestra performance of selections from Polar 
Express and a unique version of Jingle Bells from the 
Chamber Choir will be sure to get you in the Christ-
mas mood.
The festive celebration will take place in NTU’s New-
ton building from 7.30 pm with tickets available for 
£10 or £5 for students.
Matthew Hopkins, Director of Music at Nottingham 
Trent University, said: “Each event has a different feel 
but they all showcase and celebrate the wonderful tal-
ent we have here at the University.
“Our new Family Christmas Concert is a great op-
portunity to enjoy an afternoon of fantastic Christmas 
music and an opportunity to sing some carols along-
side a professional orchestra in the Albert Hall.”

Performances to Get You 
in the Festive Spirit
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The Glenn Miller Orchestra, led 
by Ray McVay with guest stars 
Swing Time Jivers and the Polka 
Dot Dolls, will be appearing at 
the Royal Concert Hall, Notting-
ham on Sunday, 10th December, 
curtain up at 3.00 p.m. 
The current UK band was put 
together in 1988 by legendary 
musical entertainer Ray McVay 
under licence from Glenn Miller 
Productions in New York. The 
show features vocalists Mark 
Porter and Catherine Sykes as 
well as tight harmonies from the 
Moonlight Serenaders.
Of course, as it’s the festive sea-
son, the orchestra will be dusting 
off some Miller arrangements of 
Christmas favourites in addition 
to the Glenn Miller standards.
The current orchestra leader, 
Ray McVay, brings over 50 
years of musical entertainment 
experience to the job of putting 
smiles on the faces of today’s 

audiences. 
In an effort to introduce audienc-
es to what big band shows were 
really like during the 1940s, 
McVay has inducted a couple 
of new acts into his show. The 
SWING TIME JIVERS spe-
cialise in dance styles from the 
1920s - 1960’s including swing, 
jive and lindy hop.
The POLKA DOT DOLLS are 
a vocal harmony trio who offer 
a wonderful tribute to the An-
drews Sisters. 
So, if you want to relive the mu-
sic and songs of an era that gave 
birth to rock’n’roll, come along 
to the Royal Concert Hall on 
Sunday 18th December. Box Of-
fice: 0115 989 5555.

Ray Mcvay’s In the Christmas 
Mood as the World’s Greatest Big 

Band Swings into Nottingham!

This Christmas, Twycross Zoo is 
acknowledging the hard work of 
all the community heroes during 
the festive season, by offering free 
entry to all serving and ex-serving 
servicemen or women, NHS per-
sonnel and teachers, as well as giv-
ing a discounted rate for their fam-
ily or friends.
On specific dates throughout the 
festive period, all community he-
roes will be given free entry to 
Twycross Zoo. Accompanying 
visitors will also be treated to dis-
counted entry for a day of festive 
family fun, with access to all the 
special activities on offer at the 
Zoo.

Heroes Weekend
Friday 8th – Sunday 10th Decem-
ber 2017
FREE entry for Armed Forces and 
Emergency Services Personnel for 
magical moments at Twycross Zoo.
Valid ID (e.g. blue light card, MOD 
card, Veterans Card)

Healthcare Heroes 
Weekend 
Saturday 16th – Sunday 17th De-
cember 2017
FREE entry for NHS Personnel on 
a weekend dedicated to the health-
care heroes with access to all fes-
tive events.
Valid ID: (NHS Staff card)

Education Heroes Week 
Tuesday 26 – Sunday 31 December 
2017
FREE entry for Teachers from 
Boxing day to New Year’s Eve 
with discounted entry for family 
and friends.
Valid ID (Educational staff ID from 
any educational Institute)

From Friday 1 December, Santa 
himself will be at Twycross, en-
chanting visitors at his story-telling 
sessions, which will take place in 
the Explorer Café at 11:15-11:45am 
and 3-3:30pm. The stories, special-
ly written for Twycross Zoo, will 
be about William the Donkey (who 
visitors can also meet), and wildlife 
conservation work in the countries 
Santa visits annually. There are 
also arts and crafts sessions and 
festive films in the Study Centre to 
be enjoyed by all.

New for 2017, Santa’s 
Key Tree will ensure that 

all children have their 
presents delivered on 

time – chimney or 
no chimney! 

Upon arrival, all boys and girls will 
be presented with a magical key to 
be placed on the Key Tree. Visitors 
can watch Santa collecting the keys 

live on Christmas 
Eve via Facebook 
Live.
All visitors will be able to spend 
time with Santa at multiple occa-
sions throughout their visit, at their 
own leisure. From a magical photo 
opportunity on Santa’s sleigh to see-
ing him feed the penguins, there are 
many opportunities to capture that 
special moment. Twycross is also 
against the 2-minute Santa visit, al-
lowing children to spend as much or 
a little time with Santa as they wish.
Ryan Floyd, Guest Services Man-
ager for Twycross Zoo, says “As a 
conservation charity, we are pas-
sionate about providing immersive 
experiences and we wanted our 
Christmas offering to reflect those 
values. Twycross also wants to rec-
ognise the hard work armed forces, 
emergency personnel, NHS staff 
and teachers do for communities 
across our country, so we hope by 
offering free entry and discounted 
rates, those heroes can take a little 
time out to enjoy a festive day out at 
Twycross with their families” 
Although Twycross Zoo is open to 
the public from 10.00 to 17.00 daily, 
the Christmas activities are only 
available on selected dates, given 
below. The zoo is closed on Christ-
mas Day.

For more information on 
Twycross’ Christmas events 
and to book tickets visit 
www.twycrosszoo.org or 
call 0844 474 1777.
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CROSSWORD
  1 Marine crustaceans (8)
  2 Quality of
     manufacture (11) 
  3 Fable (4) 
  4 Amuse (9) 
  5 Made audible (7) 
  6 Underhand trick (5) 
  7 Types (5) 
  8 Seize while in transit (9)
  9 Lord (4)
10 God, the highest (7,5)
13 Large number (7) 
15 Crude metal (3) 
19 Soak thoroughly (8) 
20 Cross-piece (4) 
24 Smoothing implement (4)
27 Banishment (5) 
29 More certain (5) 
30 Car club (1,1,1) 

(Answers in Issue 251)

ISSUE 249 CROSSWORD ANSWERS
ANSWERS ACROSS 

1 Gents  4 Gadgets  9 Liar  10 Rogue  11 Siesta  12 Least  14 Medal  15 Well  16 Dog-tired  17 Reside  19 Plus  22 Whinges  24 Nil  26 Audit  27 Spear  29 Aggravate   
32 Gingham  35 Vinegar  37 Raspberry  39 Early  41 Nurse  43 Gas  44 Mustard  47 Gate  48 Status  51 Altitude  52 Mope  54 Smile  55 Pin-up  56 Aviary  57 Flint  58 Near  59 Rear end  60 Yokel 

ANSWERS DOWN 
1 Guide  2 Nestles  3 Slap-dash  4 Greeting  5 Doldrums 6 Sitter  7 Primus  8 Curate  13 Audience  18 Dad  20 Lip   

21 Stamp  22 Wrangle  23 Nor  25 Lug  26 Annoyed  28 Even  30 Via  31 Tip  33 Hour  34 Event  36 Rug  37 Restrain  38 Eat  40 Let  42 Rot  44 Multiple  45 Shetland  46 Rosemary   
47 Gimmick  48 Simple  49 Twenty  50 Supper  53 Peril

  1 Grass cutters (10) 
  6 Political protesters (10)
11 Split open with force (5)
12 Loud weather (12) 
14 Sharpen (4) 
16 Deceiver (4) 
17 Male cat (3) 
18 Apparel (5) 
20 Come to rest (6) 
21 Prison room (4) 
22 An approach to a 
     jump (3-2) 
23 Speak a letter for 
     typing (7) 
25 Solid water (3) 
26 Abbreviate (7) 
28 Heathland (4) 
29 Odd (7) 
33 To increase in value (10)

35 Fairground crowd-puller, 
     an enticement (10) 
38 Compel (7) 
41 Harvest produce (4) 
42 Trailed at a distance (7)
45 Excavate (3) 
46 Sited, situated (7) 
48 Measured by steps (5)
49 Conceal (4) 
50 Revenue (6) 
52 Liabilities (5) 
54 Expanse of water (3)
55 Busy insects (4) 
57 Finishes (4) 
59 Pay received (12) 
60 Flat-topped surface (5)
61 Impartial (4-6) 
62 Tender affection (10)

31 Flower colour (8,4) 
32 Prison within a fort (8)
34 Listening aid (3) 
36 Unpardonable (11) 
37 Catholic leader (4) 
39 Combatant (7) 
40 Variety of marigold (9)
42 Became dense (9) 
43 Cloak (4) 
44 Bordering on or 
     situated at the side of (8) 
47 Aversion (7) 
51 Slime (3) 
52 Awesome fear (5) 
53 Featureless and
     lacking controversy (5)
56 Spotted by eye (4) 
58 Mix with a spoon (4)

ACROSS DOWN

Largest independent lighting showroom
in Nottinghamshire

DAVID HUNT BRAND PARTNER

Now open Sundays until Sunday January 15th 11am -4pm
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Premier Care attended the Great 
British Care Awards at the East 
Midlands Conference Centre on 
Friday the 17 of November. 
Five staff members from Pre-
mier Care made it to the finals 
of the Regional Awards. The 
awards were very competitive, 
with Home Care companies at-
tending from all over the East 
Midlands. Rebecca Hale im-
pressed the judges with her in-
terview and won the Regional 
Award for Home Care Assessor.
Rebecca said: “It was a fantas-
tic night and it was really nice 

A Career to Be Proud Of 

to receive the award. The awards do a great thing by 
celebrating people who work in care.”
Rebecca has worked with Premier Care for over six 
years; Rebecca started working with Premier Care 
as a care worker. Through progression and relevant 
qualifications, Rebecca is now one of the leaders in 
Care Planning and assessing individuals care at Pre-
mier Care. Throughout her career with Premier Care, 
Rebecca has demonstrated her ability to assess service 
users with complex needs and create a care plan that 
provides effective, person-centred care.
Premier Care’s Managing Director, Daniel Isterling 
said: “Becky is a hardworking, compassionate and 
technically gifted care manager who always puts her 
service users first. Becky’s been part of our team for 
six years and has grown and learnt whilst working 
for us. She is the perfect example of what we try to 
achieve for our staff in terms of development and nur-
turing. Becky now has a career to be proud of and a 
bright future ahead of her.”

Premier Care has 
provided home 
care services to 
Nottinghamshire 
and Derbyshire 
for over 20 years, 
and is rated as 
‘Good’ by the 
CQC. 
Contact Premier 
Care on 01623 
810 100 or visit 
them online at 
www.premier-
c a r e f a m i l y .
co.uk
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Coping        Bereavement
wi  ht

If you have experienced the death of 
someone who was important to you, you 
might be finding it very difficult to ad-
just to the immense changes happening 
in your life right now. Grief can shake 
everything up - your beliefs, your per-
sonality, and even your sense of reality.
Bereavement is the time we spend ad-
justing to loss. There is no standard time 
limit and there is no right or wrong way 
to feel; every individual is different and 
must learn to cope in their own way.
Grief, although normal, can manifest in 
a huge range of unexpected ways. Some 
people get angry, some people withdraw 
themselves and some people become 
completely numb. Grief can, on occa-
sion, turn into something more serious 
like depression, which is when you need 
to seek professional help.
Bereavement counselling may be able to 
provide support during these very diffi-
cult times. Talking about the loss often 
allows a person to adjust to their new 
life along with changes, whether good 
or bad. 
You should never grieve alone and you 
should certainly not be ashamed of it, 
unfortunately bereavement it is a part of 
life and is something that all of us will 
experience at some point. 
Bereavement not something that gets any 
easier and the heartache is inevitable, but 
it is something that passes eventually, 
especially if you acknowledge it and 
accept it instead of trying to fight your 
way through. There isn’t a right or wrong 
way, just do whatever comes naturally to 
you and allow the feelings to be felt. 
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The award-winning Oxjam Beeston Mu-
sic Festival has broken its own 
fundraising record and be-
come the largest Oxjam 
festival in 2017. There 
are over forty Oxjam 
festivals held at towns 
and cities across the 
UK, all raising mon-
ey for Oxfam. Bees-
ton’s Festival is con-
sistently one of the 
biggest. This year, they 
have broken their own 
record, set in 2015, by 
raising a whopping £22,000 
for the international charity.
Festival Director, Colin Tucker, said, ‘We 
have a brilliant organising Team behind 

the scenes, all of whom are volunteers, 
with fantastic support from lo-

cal venues, sponsors and lo-
cal music fans’. Heather 

Greenan, who organised 
the Festival’s largest 
event, the ‘Takeover’ 
added. ‘This is a real 
community event and 
this year everything 
came together - huge 
numbers attended the 

all-day festival to see 
hundreds of talented art-

ists - helping us raise such 
an amazing amount!’

As well as ‘Takeover’ the Fes-
tival included ‘Unplugged’, ‘Rock 
Night,‘Operatic Arias’, ‘Classical Oxjam’ 

and ‘The Oxjam Ceilidh’ 
The Team estimate that well 
over three thousand people 
attended their events, 
with about 130 individ-
ual artists, groups or 
ensembles (all play-
ing for free), with 20 
‘stages’ on ‘Takeo-
ver Day’ across 18 
venues. 
Sponsors supporting 
the Festival included 
The Star Inn (head-
line sponsor), the Uni-
versity of Nottingham, 
NET, CP Walker, Foster 
Industrial (all of whom were 
stage sponsors), PN Design, The 

Breeze, Nottinghamshire 
County Council (Cllr 

Kate Foale 
‘Divi-

s i o n a l 
Fund’ grant) and local 

folk club ‘Second Time 

Around’. 
Tim Hunter, Oxfam GB Fundraising Di-

rector, commented, “Oxjam Beeston has 
been one of our flagship, volun-

teer-led Oxjam music festivals 
for some years now, and this 

year’s achievement of rais-
ing over £22,000 for Ox-
fam (their record total to 
date) is nothing short of 
inspiring. The team know 
their local music scene in-

side out, and their fundrais-
ing efforts have been incred-

ible. The money raised from 
Oxjam Beeston will make a huge 

difference to those living in extreme 
poverty, and proves that local music really 
can have a global impact.”

A Nottinghamshire design, mainte-
nance and refurbishment company says 
pubs, bars and restaurants are doing 
themselves long-term damage if they 
don’t address brand image.  
With the rise of casual-dining, compe-
tition in the sector is now fiercer than 
ever and restaurants, bars and pubs 
need to be on top of their game when 
it comes to the look and feel of their 
venues. 
Providing specialist design, installation 
and maintenance solutions to the hospi-

tality sector, Fresssh Image was created 
by the husband and wife team Keith 
and Annika Hobbs. 
With over 35 years’ industry experience 
which combines their specialist design, 
restoration and refurbishment skills, the 
couple identified a gap in the market to 
turn their expertise into a life-long pas-
sion. 
Having established itself in the Not-
tingham marketplace, through design 
and maintenance work for Notting-
ham’s Lace Market Hotel and Hart’s 

Hotel, Fresssh Image has expanded 
nationwide.
Its client list includes fast food fran-
chise McDonald’s as well as national 
French dining group Bistrot Pierre, 
which began more than 20 years ago in 
Nottingham and now has more than 20 
restaurants across the UK.
Director Keith Hobbs, said: “Our long-
term goal is to become the leading 
partner of choice in the UK hospitality 
sector for interior design, refurbish-
ment and fit-out. As we’ve grown and 

developed so has our team of experts, 
allowing hospitality businesses to pro-
tect their investments and maximise 
profits through innovative design and 
well-managed spaces that keep their 
customers coming back. 
“When you step foot into a restaurant, 
bar or hotel, you want to feel uplifted. 
That’s essentially what our job is – to 
ensure that the space is an exciting ex-
perience that also maintains the compa-
ny’s brand image and delivers on eve-
rything you’d expect as a customer.” 

Design Specialists Address UK Hospitality Scene



30                      E: sales@nottsinfocus.co.uk | Tel: 01159 313879

get your home ready

Telephone 01777 869440

We are Specialist in Windows, Doors and Conservatories.
Our products are available in a range of styles and colours,

to suit you and your home.
With over 20 years experience from a local and reliable team, we offer friendly, 

impartial advice, with a free no obligation quote.
We aim to help you achieve your dream home, to your detail, at affordable prices.

Our Services:
Windows | Doors 

Conservatories | Tiled Floors
Brickwork Removals | Glass Units
Window Repairs | Lead Flashing

Minor Building Work

Offering a warm welcome, your home is 
somewhere to relax after a busy day, so 
it is essential to insure that it is a com-
fortable and inviting space to spend the 
festive season whether you plan to be 
spending your evenings at home alone 
or entertaining guests.
However you heat your home – with 
a log fire, coal or gas – it is important 
to make sure you are stocked up on all 
your fuel essentials to keep you nice and 

cosy as the frost starts to settle. Run-
ning low on fuel near Christmas isn’t 
an ideal scenario, as delivery times may 
change for the festive season, so getting 
in touch with your chosen provider early 
and stocking up on what you need is an 
important job that shouldn’t be avoided. 
Once you’ve got the facilities to heat 
your home, keeping the heat in is an-
other challenge faced by homeowners. 
Investing in a new boiler, getting double 

glazed windows and insulating the loft 
are all ways to shield your house from 
the cold – and could even save you mon-
ey by keeping the heating bills down. 
Once you’ve made these adjustments, 
you can sit back and enjoy the festive 
season in the comfort of your own home. 
Teamed with a cosy dressing gown, 
Christmas jumper or a pair of fluffy slip-
pers, these tips will help you to enjoy a 
warm and cosy winter. 

A Warm Welcome As the colder nights draw 
in, having a warm and 

inviting home is something 
we all long for as the

temperatures start to drop 
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HOT TUB & ACCESSORIES

BATHROOMS

GARDEN SERVICES

CONTAINER SERVICES

FENCING FRAMING

VETS

FRUIT

TIMBER
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