
The Boundary, Gorse Lane, Grantham 
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Top prices paid for scrap cars and motorcycles.
Over 150 vehicles dismantled a week, including over
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Simply Dance Nottingham held a Danceathon 
fundraiser for Comic Relief last week. Read the 
story on Page 2. 

WIN 
£25

in vouchers

WIN VOUCHERS TO SPEND AT THE INTERNATIONAL MARKET. SEE PG 4

PUTTING THE ‘FUN’ 
IN FUNDRAISING

Bus driver Kelly Jago won the praise of a 
Crown Court judge and then a commenda-
tion from the High Sheriff of Nottingham-
shire for intervening when two men stole a 
customer’s purse.

Kelly, who works for trentbarton, helped 
convict one of the thieves who changed 
his not guilty plea to guilty when he heard 
Kelly was ready to be a witness for the 
prosecution.

The incident, which took 
place on Nottingham’s Friar 
Lane back in March 2018, 
began when the two men 
staged a distraction around 
an older woman who was 
trying to board Kelly’s 
indigo bus. When Kelly saw 
the woman being pushed 
around, she intervened to 
shield her.

Kelly, who lives in The 
Meadows, made the men get 
off her bus but as she was 
driving away the woman 
discovered her purse was missing. Kelly 
drove to a place of safety and called the 
police, reassuring her customer until help 
arrived.

She got a good look at the two men 
and was called as a witness to the Crown 
Court trial. But on the first day one of the 
men changed his plea to guilty after being 
informed that Kelly had arrived as a witness.

Both men received prison sentences and 
the judge praised Kelly’s actions and her 
public spirit. The Crown Court requested 
the High Sheriff reward Kelly with £300 and 
earlier this month she received certificates 
from the High Sheriff and Crown Court.

Kelly (38), said: “The two guys were 
circling the older lady and she was saying 
they were pushing her. None of us could see 
what they were actually up to but after I got 

them off the bus and drove 
away the woman said they 
had stolen her purse.

“I felt sick for her, stopped 
and gave her a hug. I later 
had to pick two men out of 
a video line-up. One of them 
admitted it but the other one 
didn’t until two minutes be-
fore I was due to give evi-
dence in court.

“I was nervous before 
going in the witness box 
but when I was told I didn’t 
have to I said: ‘But I want 

to’. I wanted to look him in the eye and see 
justice done. I had seen the little old lady and 
thought of my nana.”

Kelly started driving buses after joining 
trentbarton in 2015. She added: “The £300 
reward is going towards the family’s 2019 
holiday. I was pleased to get a commendation 
but I wasn’t expecting anything else. When 
that came through, I was like ‘wow’.”

KELLY IS A HERO

“I was nervous 
before going in 

the witness box but 
when I was told 

I didn’t have to I said: 
‘But I want to’.  

I wanted to look him
in the eye and 

see justice done.”
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Simply Dance Nottingham held a Danceathon fundraiser for Comic 
Relief last week. The event was a £1 fancy dress dance class to raise 
money for the charity. Celebrating this year’s Red Nose Day theme, 
‘Come Together,’ the mummy/daddy-and-me event encouraged fami-
lies to get active and spend quality time together as they learned the 
basics of street dancing. 

“The evening went brilliantly. So many parents joined in and dressed 
up and danced their socks off. It was great fun to get the community 
together and raise money for such a worthy cause,” said Simply Dance 
Nottingham owner Charlotte Davis.  Located in Carlton, Simply Dance 
Nottingham holds regular dance classes for all ages and can be con-
tacted at info@simplydancenottingham.com.

Team Nottingham will showcase £1.2 
billion worth of investment opportuni-
ties this week at MIPIM, the world’s 
largest property expo – one of the 
city’s strongest ever offerings. 

The public-private sector team, 
which is made up of more than 30 
sponsors from across the city’s thriving 
property industry, is in Cannes with 
what is considered to be one of the 
largest and most exciting regeneration 
programmes in the UK as part of its 
portfolio to share with potential inves-
tors and developers, with £1.2bn of 
opportunities available.

The Southside regeneration, which 
will include a total of £2bn of invest-
ment within just a 0.5sq mile area once 
complete, has gained momentum in 
recent months and will offer unprec-
edented prime real estate opportunities 
within the heart of the city centre – as 
well as creating thousands of jobs. 

Head of inward investment at Invest 
in Nottingham, Lorraine Baggs, said: 

“We have already seen considerable 
activity as part of the Southside devel-
opment programme, spearheaded by 
significant investment from Notting-
ham City Council into the transforma-
tion of the train station and extension 
of the tram network, the redevelop-
ment of intu Broadmarsh as well as 
public realm improvements. 

“This is one of the strongest of-
ferings Nottingham has ever taken 
to MIPIM, which will not only offer 
exceptional opportunities for investors 
and developers, but will also create 
thousands of local jobs and totally 
transform this area of the city centre. 

“By being at MIPIM, we are able to 
really showcase what Nottingham has 
to offer and put our exceptional offer-
ing for 2019 in front of people from 
across the globe; we have a number of 
schemes in the pipeline for which we 
are keen to secure development part-
ners to help further drive this landmark 
regeneration.”

FROM THE COVER 

Putting 
the ‘fun’ in 
fundraising

Nottingham will be 
showcased in France

Nottingham-based 
recruitment agency, 
Encore Personnel has 
raised £18,000 for three 
children’s charities. 

Every year, staff from 
Encore, which is based 
on Middle Pavement, 
nominate charities to 
support which are often 
influenced by causes 
close to their hearts. Last 
year, the team chose 
three vital children’s 
charities - The Sick 
Children’s Trust, Cardiac 
Risk in the Young and 
CLIC Sargent (Cancer 

CHILDREN’S CHARITIES RECEIVE £18K BOOST  
Charity for Children and 
Young People). 

An exciting year of 
fundraising has seen 
Encore climb, cycle and 
bake their way to raise 
the much-needed funds. 
During the summer, 
employees raised £9,000 
by taking on the highest 
mountain in the UK, 
Ben Nevis which stands 
at a 1,345m above sea 
level, while others 
rallied together to hold 
regular dress down days, 
cake sales and sporting 
sweepstakes across each 
of the offices. 

The monies raised 
will now be shared 
amongst the three 
charities, helping 
to support children 
and young people 
in different ways – 
The Sick Children’s 
Trust provides free 
‘Home from Home’ 
accommodation 
supporting families with 
seriously ill children 
hospital, keeping them 
just minutes from their 
sick child’s hospital 
bedside. Cardiac Risk 
in the Young work to 
reduce the frequency of 
young sudden cardiac 
death (YSCD) and 
CLIC Sargent is the 
UK’s leading cancer 
charity for children, 
young people and their 
families.

Chris Hockey, 
Director at Encore 
Personnel, said: “From 

fancy dress to reaching 
new heights, our staff 
have been dedicated 
and determined over 
the past 12 months to 
raise a substantial sum 
of money for these three 
vital charities. 

“We saw more staff 
than ever before get 
involved and we also 
had a selected charity 
champion in each one of 
our nine offices in charge 
of organising exciting 
regional events. It is 
brilliant to see that all 
their hard work paid off.” 

Charlotte Webster (The 
Sick Children’s Trust) 

Chris Hockey (Encore) 
and Claire Herrick 

(CLIC Sargent)
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Children and parents gathered in Nottingham 
recently to celebrate a new city initiative, called 
Big Little Moments, which aims to promote the 
importance of child development locally.

National Lottery funded Small Steps Big 
Changes is keen to boost learning and play between 
caregivers and children in response to the levels of 
literacy and language development among local 
children – which falls below the national average. 

Around 1,850 reception-aged children in 
Nottingham start school with a language delay each 
year – a figure that directly correlates with low 
levels of nurturing and support.

The official launch saw Councillor David Mellen, 
Nottingham City Council’s portfolio holder for 
early intervention and early years, read stories to 
local children to highlight how vital it is to introduce 
books at a young age.

Coun Mellen said: “It’s vital that children get 
the best possible start in life. We know that the 
experiences they have in the years before they start 
school are essential for how they perform later on.

“Nottingham has a strong track record as an 
Early Intervention city, with different organisations 
like Small Steps Big Changes working together 
in partnership to achieve a shared goal of better 
outcomes for our children and families. I believe 
Big Little Moments will play an important part in 
this and build on that strong foundation.”

Figures show that children at age five in 
Nottingham are 13% behind the national average 
when it comes to meeting literary standards before 
starting school.

“The initiative, which enlists a friendly cast of 
characters and animations, encourages parents 
and carers to engage with children using 15 Big 
Little Moments that positively contribute towards 
successful early development,” said Jane Flewitt, 
acting communications and engagement manager of 
Small Steps Big Changes.

Find out more about Small Steps Big Changes at 
www.smallstepsbigchanges.org.uk.

Supporters of Nottinghamshire Hos-
pice are being invited to open up 
their wardrobes and their kitchens as 
part of a national campaign launched 
recently.

People are encouraged to host dinner 
parties to raise money for the hospice 
and to raid their wardrobes to donate 
clothing and other items to the hospice 
shops as part of the ‘Open Up Hospice 
Care’ campaign led by Hospice UK.

Nottinghamshire Hospice, one of 
the campaign partners, is also opening 
a drop in café on Fridays from 10am 
– 2pm, for people to drop off contribu-
tions.

Jo Polkey, Director of Care at Not-
tinghamshire Hospice says: “We are 
opening the hospice premises through-
out March on Friday afternoons for 
people to drop in with donations and 
join us for a cup of tea and cake.”

Last year Nottinghamshire Hospice 

provided vital end of life care for 800 
families in patients’ homes through 
its Hospice at Home service, and has 
recently expanded the care it provides 
by introducing its new Hospice Night 
Support which responds urgent to call-
outs for help from patients and carers 
in the night.

One Nottinghamshire family who 
received support from the new service 
were the family of 80-year old Alice 
Toseland, who was told she had just a 
few weeks to live.  Alice was keen to 
get home from hospital and the hospice 
Night Support Service stepped enabled 
her to be discharged.

Because of her diagnosis, her family 
celebrated Christmas with her early, but 
she outlived that diagnosis, and died 
just after Christmas. Both Hospice at 
Home and Night Support teams sup-
ported Alice and helped her to be at 
home when she died.

HOSPICE APPEAL 
FOR HELP

Sonia Lees from the Nottinghamshire Hospice care team (left), 
Alice Toseland (centre), and Lynda Revill (right). 

Big Little 
Moments 
in the city

Cllr Mellen reading to 
children at Big Little 
Moments.
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Mansfield ice skate champion Corey Spencer was 
among those to be awarded a Mayor’s Commendation 
recently. Local electrician Graham Key, who offered 
his services free of charge to support the ice rink, also 
received an award.

Both Graham and Corey were nominated for the 
awards by council officers for all their “selfless” work 
to support the outdoor ice rink in Mansfield over 
Christmas, said Executive Mayor Kate Allsop.

The skater, who is the reigning British adult male 
freestyle champion, laid on a free spectacular ice show 
to launch the rink, choreographing and starring in the 
show with a talented handpicked team of local ama-
teur skaters. 

Corey said: “It was a huge surprise and honour to 
receive this award. I was only too happy to help sup-
port the ice rink and it was my pleasure to work with 
Mansfield District Council and the local community 

of Mansfield. Anything that inspires more people to 
get on the ice and have a skate has to be worthwhile!” 

Presenting Corey with his award, the Mayor said his 
talent and hard work had made the opening event “an 
absolute spectacle”.

Graham Key’s company, Grays Electrical Engi-
neering Ltd, contributed 219 work hours to the ice 
rink, saving the council more than £7,600.

The ice rink was in place in the Market Place for 
a month from the end of November and was used by 
more than 4,700 skaters. As well as the ice show Co-
rey hosted weekly skating lessons. 

The Mayor’s Commendations are awarded to a 
person or a community group which goes the extra 
mile for Mansfield. Anyone can make a nomination 
by sending an email to mayorkateallsop@mansfield.
gov.uk, giving reasons why the nominee should be 
commended.

Mansfield awards for ice rink heroes  

Corey Spencer 
receiving his 
award from
the Mayor

Graham Key
receiving his 
award

Corey Spencer during his ice show 
at Mansfield outdoor rink

Annual 
Best Bar 
None 
scheme 
launched
The 2019 
Nottingham 
Best Bar None 
Scheme has been 
launched by the 
Nottingham Business 
Improvement 
District (BID) and 
licensed premises in 
the city centre are 
being encouraged 
to apply. 

Best Bar None is 
a national scheme 
supported by 
the Home Office 
that is designed 
to acknowledge 
and reward safe 
and well run 
licensed premises. 
Nottingham BID 
has been running 
the scheme in 
Nottingham city 
centre for a number 
of years.

Last year 85 
licensed premises 
secured Best Bar 
None accreditation 
– 16 more than 
in 2017, with 76 
achieving the top 
ranked gold status – 
an increase of 22 on 
the previous year.   
In order to receive 
the accreditation, 
premises have 
to complete an 
assessment which 
demonstrates 
that they have 
appropriate and 
effective policies 
and procedures 
in place to prove 
that they are safely 
operated. 

Premises which 
gain accreditation 
receive a bronze, 
silver or gold award 
based on their 
score, in one of 
the six categories - 
small bar; large bar; 
small pub; large 
pub; live music 
and entertainment 
venue and 
restaurant.

The highest 
scoring premises 
in each category 
then go through to 
an independent 
judging panel 
consisting 
of licensing 
professionals in 
order to arrive at 
a winner in each 
category.  From 
the category 
winners, an overall 
winner for 2019 will 
be selected and 
announced at a 
special event in 
September. Venues 
have until 1 June 
2019 to apply by 
emailing: bcrp@
nottinghambid.
com

From Wednesday 27 March until 
Sunday 31 March, Market Place 
Europe will be returning to Old Market 
Square and Long Row in Nottingham 
City Centre bringing a huge selection 
of traders from across the world for a 
fantastic 5-day event.

There will be a great selection of 
arts, crafts and unique gifts at the 
International Market. Shoppers can 
explore a unique range of jewellery, 
clothing, Fair Trade wooden furniture 
and carvings and 
handmade ceramics. 
The gigantic Dutch 
Flowers on Tour 
will be joining us 
bringing a range of 
bulbs, flowers, plants 
and garden furniture, 
all transported from 
Holland. 

Don’t forget that 
it’s Mother’s Day on 
Sunday 31st March 
so if you’re looking 
for that special gift 
why not have a look 

around at all the International Market 
has to offer.

For food lovers, there will be a 
tempting selection of continental and 
international flavours to sample. On 
offer will be a delicious hog roast, 
along with Greek, Chinese and Indian 
street foods to name but a few. And 
for those wanting to take the flavours 
of the world home with them there 
will be a great selection of fresh foods 
including olives, cheeses, breads and 

cakes. 
When you’re 

all shopped out 
find a spot to relax 
and unwind in our 
Continental Street 
Bar with a vari-
ety of Continental 
beers and wine, the 
perfect interlude to 
your unique shop-
ping experience or 
it’s a great way to 
end your intErna-
tional experience, 
Cheers.

International Market 
returns to Nottingham 
this March

Opening hours of the 
Nottingham International 

Market are: 
Wednesday - Saturday: 

09:00 to 18:00
Sunday: 10:00 to 17:00

Dates for the diary: 
We will be returning to 

Nottingham 
20th June – 23rd June and 

25th – 29th September

                              Simply answer the 
                         question below: 

                                 How many days is the                                           
                                market in Nottingham
                             (March only)?

Please email your answer to: 
competitions@nottsaspect.co.uk

or post to Market Competition, 
Nottinghamshire in Focus, 69A Main Street, 

Burton Joyce, Notts NG14 5ED
The first five correct answers pulled from the hat will 
each win £25 in vouchers. Please put either a phone 

number or an address on your entry so we can 
contact you. Closing date 24 March 2019.

Competition Terms & Conditions:
Please note when entering the competition you will be emailing the answers and 
supplying your telephone number and other personal information. Nottinghamshire in 
Focus takes GDPR very seriously, the information you provide will never be passed out 
to any third party. Only when a winner is picked from any competition the company 
involved may want to send out the winners prize directly. Please ensure you read 
through this before entering. When entering the competition can you provide your full 
name and a telephone number that we can reach you on in the event of you winning.

WIN 

£25
in vouchers to 

spend at the 

market
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INDEPENDENT WINE MERCHANT & BAR
A GREAT WAY TO BUY WINE, TASTE WINE & ENJOY WINE! 

CHURCH STREET - SOUTHWELL - NG25 0HD

Tues - Thurs 10am - 7pm  Fri - Sat 10am - 9pm

info@mrandmrsfinewine.co.uk - 01636 918182
www.mrandmrsfinewine.co.uk

* Wine & Gin Bar                    * Personal & Expert Advice

* Spirits, Whisky & more       * Tasting Events 

* Event wines, Corporate & Wholesale

Nottinghamshire residents have raised 
£1,836 for the Veolia Recycle for Chari-
ty Campaign for Nottingham Children’s 
Hospital by recycling their waste.

Throughout January, Veolia (Not-
tinghamshire County Council’s waste 
contractors) pledged to donate £2 for 
every tonne of recyclable plastic bot-
tles and cans collected from kerbside 
recycling bins. It resulted in the dona-
tion to this year’s Chairman’s Char-
ity – Nottingham Children’s Hospital, 
which is based at the QMC.

Councillor Sue Saddington, Chair-
man of Nottinghamshire County 
Council, added: “This is a wonderful 
amount and will be well received by 
Nottinghamshire Children’s hospital, 
who give people vital support in their 
most difficult times. Thank you to eve-
ryone in Nottinghamshire for their hard 
work and commitment to recycling.”

Wayne Draycott, Treatment Man-
ager for Veolia, said: “This is a fantas-
tic achievement. We would like to say 
a big thank you to all the recyclers of 
Nottinghamshire for helping to raise 
funds for this worthwhile charity, 
whilst also helping the environment by 
recycling all their plastic bottles and 
cans.”

There are lots of recyclable items 
that do still get missed from the recy-
cling bins all year round. All plastic 
bottles (without their lids) cans – both 
aluminium and steel and dry paper and 
cardboard can go in your recycling bin. 

Nappies, food waste and textiles 
should never go in the kerbside recy-
cling bin.

To check what to recycle in Notting-
hamshire you can find a kerbside bin 
recycling guide at: www.veolia.co.uk/
nottinghamshire/BinSmart 

and The Workhouse 
buildings, there are 
numerous wallpaper 
examples dating back 
as early as the mid-19th 
century to more modern 
examples from the 
1970s which require 
careful conservation and 
protection. 

This year, local artist, 
Sarah Holden, helped 
put together a workshop 
at The Workhouse for 
brownies and guides 
from Southwell. They 
learnt about the fragility 
of historic wallpaper 
and why it is so 
important that it is cared 
for correctly.  

Sarah said: “I 
have always found a 
deep connection with 
everyday objects and 
decorations found in 
historical places. In 
some ways they can 
give us a deeper insight 
into the lives of the 
people that were there 
before us, more than 
just words written on 
a plaque. This project 
is a fantastic way to 
spread awareness of 
the importance of 
preserving our local 
histories.” 

A second audio 
workshop took place 
in February to create 
the final element of 
the exhibition. The 
results will be on 
display all year as part 
of the ‘Hands On or 
Hands Off?’ exhibition 
from the end of April 
when The Workhouse 
reopens. 

Conserving 
history at The 
Workhouse
Special projects are currently underway at The 
Workhouse in Southwell which will be shared with 
the public when it reopens after reburbishment in 
April.

There will be a new interpretation of the 
buildings, including the conservation of the 1870s 
Firbeck infirmary – an area of the site where the 
public previously had limited access. Alongside 
this The Workhouse is also part of an exciting 
new National Trust project called ‘Hands On or 
Hands Off?’ The project, involving four other 
Trust properties, aims to create innovative ways 
to engage visitors with charities collection and 
building conservation. 

At The Workhouse the focus is on how and why 
they conserve the walls and involves working with 
local community groups to create a new visual 
and audio exhibition. Within Firbeck Infirmary 

Over £1,800 raised for 
charity recycling campaign

Local Specsavers stores in Beeston, 
Ilkeston, Long Eaton and Eastwood 
have invested in 3D scanning tech-
nology which allows optometrists 
to view the eye in more detail than 
ever before. 

The stores’ new Optical Coher-
ence Tomography (OCT) machines 
are used to screen for and manage 
conditions such as age-related mac-
ular degeneration, glaucoma and 
diabetic retinopathy.

The technology uses a laser 
light source to produce a structural 
scan of the eye, including parts not 
normally visible using traditional 
eye testing techniques. The results 

are similar to that of an ultrasound 
or MRI scan, in that it creates 
multiple scan slice images that are 
built up to form a total view. 

“We are always investing in the 
latest technology so that we can 
offer the best possible service for 
our customers,’ says Specsavers 
store director, Krishna Parmar. 

“We’re delighted to be able to of-
fer OCT scans for just £10. The scans 
allow us to detect subtle changes in 
the eye over time, making it possi-
ble to identify problems earlier. The 
sooner we can detect eye conditions 
the sooner we can help manage them 
or refer people for treatment.”

An OCT machine in action.

Cutting edge technology 
in store at Specsavers

Amisha and 
Krishna Parmar in 
the Ilkeston store.

To find out more or to book your eye test, pop into one of the stores at:
•  Beeston: 4 The Square, Chilwell Road, NG9 1EF, 0115 951 8980,  

www.specsavers.co.uk/stores/beeston

•  Eastwood: 99 Nottingham Road, Eastwood, NG16 3AJ, 01773 535777, 
www.specsavers.co.uk/stores/eastwood 

•  Ilkeston: 104 Bath Street, DE7 8FE, 0115 944 1401,  
www.specsavers.co.uk/stores/ilkeston

•  Long Eaton: 4-6 High Street, NG10 1LN, 01159 460450,  
www.specsavers.co.uk/stores/longeaton
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We provide a one-stop solution and 
introduction service, taking the pain out 
of having to contact many different 
agencies. The Newark and Sherwood 
district is the ideal location for businesses 
given its excellent connectivity with easy 
access to the A1 and A46, essential for the 
efficient delivery of goods. Excellent train 
services on the East Coast main line are 
convenient for those needing to attend 
meetings in London, Leeds or Edinburgh or 
for customers both old and new to visit the 

Invest Newark and Sherwood 
offers a free and confidential 
service to businesses 
interested in moving into 
the area and to existing 
businesses looking to expand. 
This gives potential investors 
direct access to local 
authorities as well as the 
local business community. 

manufacturing or training facilities available 
in Newark . 
The area has a vibrant business community 
including engineering, food and drink, 
tourism and most recently the launch of 
Silicon Forest. In line with Silicon Forests 
aspirations to promote innovation and 
technology in the area and given our 
links with The University of Lincoln we were 
delighted that Jason Bradbury, host of the 
Gadget show and a visiting Lecturer at 
the University of Lincoln, teaching students 
on the Computer Science and Product 
Design programmes, was able to attend 
the launch in October 2015. A cluster of 
forward thinking organisations that are 
working together to share ideas and use 
their collective influence and contacts to 
encourage existing and new tech business 
to relocate or set up in the Newark and 
Sherwood District. 

Newark and Sherwood  are close to the University 
of Lincoln which offers world class Product Design 
and Computer Science degrees and Nottingham Trent 
University which offers Digital Media,Computer 
Systems, Software Engineering and Product Design.

Contact Us
Invest Newark & Sherwood
Castle House | Great North Road | Newark
Notts | NG24 1BY | 01636 655260/01636 655277
info@investnewarkandsherwood.co.uk | www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk
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Clothing Alterations Service
Ladies & Gents Trousers, Dresses, Jackets etc...

Please visit us at
Barnes Wallis House, 

Barker Gate, Ilkeston, DE7 8DS

Just 2 minutes walk from Tesco

Follow us on TWITTER @nottsinfocus or like us on FACEBOOK /nottsinfocus

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CALL 01159 313879

NEWS in brief...
Hospital teams in running 
for national awards
Two teams at Sherwood Forest Hospitals are 
celebrating after being shortlisted in the prestigious 
Health Service Journal (HSJ) Value Awards.

The awards celebrate the best examples of 
outstanding efficiency and improvement in NHS 
organisations nationwide, and especially reward 
projects that demonstrate improved value for 
money and clear improvements for patients.  

Sherwood Forest Hospitals’ Radiology 
Department is shortlisted in the Improving the 
Value of Diagnostic Services for their work in 
training and developing their own sonographers 
in response to a national challenge in recruiting to 
these roles.  

The Trust’s pre-op team meanwhile is in the 
running in the Surgical Services Initiative of the 
Year category for its work on reducing on the day 
surgical cancellations.

Both teams will find out if they have been 
successful at an award ceremony in Manchester 
in May.

Anniversary video 
celebrates tram success
The successful return of trams to the streets of 
Nottingham is being celebrated with the release of 
a new video marking NET’s 15th anniversary.

The short film illustrates significant milestones 
passed over the past decade and a half, including 
the opening of the two new lines to Clifton South 
and Toton Lane in 2015.

Covering interesting facts about the award-
winning network, the video clearly demonstrates 
how NET has become central to city life - and the 
lives of the tens of thousands of people who travel 
by tram every day.

Stephanie Moss-Pearce, NET Marketing 
Manager, explained: “This significant anniversary 
provides an ideal opportunity to reflect on just 
how far we’ve come since the network opened in 
March 2004.

“We’ve seen the tram continue to grow in 
popularity and, following the opening of the new 
lines with the addition of 28 tram stops, customer 
numbers have risen significantly with passenger 
journeys already hitting 17.8 million a year and 
rising.

“Since 2004 the tram fleet has clocked up over 
15 million miles and thanks to the efforts of a 
strong team of people, they’re destined to deliver 
a sterling, hugely reliable, service for many years 
to come.”

The video, which can be viewed on the NET 
website at https://thetram.net/videos.aspx, also 
showcases the network’s key achievements, the 
work being undertaken by staff to support the local 
community and the way in which the tram fleet 
has been named after some of Nottingham’s most 
famous citizens.

“Over the coming weeks we’ll be marking this 
milestone anniversary in a number of ways. It’s 
clear the city has taken the tram to its heart and 
we’re committed to working tirelessly to continue 
to improve services and the customer experience,” 
Stephanie said.

The M-word
A quarter of Brits have lied to family and friends 
about their personal finances, a study has found.

A poll of 2,806 adults also found 11 per cent 
have lied to their partner about how much debt 
they have.

And 23 per cent have fibbed to their partner 
about money in general, leading to 37 per cent 
having arguments about their finances.

And six in 10 believe it’s important to know 
your partner’s financial status before committing 
to them.

The research was commissioned by Lloyds 
Bank, who have launched ‘The M-word’ 
campaign to destigmatise talking about 
money.

They have also partnered with 
counselling service Relate, to launch 
a series of ‘The M-word Courses’ to 
help people talk about money at key 
life stages.

Sherwood Forest Hospital engineer, Pete Fox, has 
won a national ‘unsung hero’ award.

The IT Everyday Hero Award recognises people 
who work in IT positions who have truly gone above 
and beyond their daily duties.

Pete won the ‘Every Day Hero’ award, which 
celebrates the hard work of non-medical NHS 
staff. He said: “I was so surprised to win and I feel 
honoured to have been recognised by this award. I 
wasn’t expecting to be nominated for an award, let 
alone win it, as to me I just get on and do my job 
and help people when they need it, but obviously 
people feel that I go above and beyond, which is 
quite humbling. 

“I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
my nominator for thinking of me and taking the 
time to nominate me, as well as my skilled and 
knowledgeable colleagues, including those who are 
sadly no longer with us, who have made it possible 
for me to get this award. There are so many unsung 
heroes in the NHS, who I think sometimes, go 
unrecognised, and I’d like to dedicate this award to 
them too.

“It was brilliant to attend the awards night and 
accept the award.” 

Winners of The Unsung Hero Awards were 
announced at a ceremony at The Hilton, Manchester, 
earlier this month.

Nikki Aston, a family 
law specialist at the 
Nottingham office of 
Buckles Solicitors LLP, 
has become chair of 
the committee of the 
Nottingham & East 
Midlands branch of 
Resolution. 

Resolution is a 
national organisation 
of family lawyers who 
are all committed to 
non-confrontational 
divorce, separation and 
other family problems.  
It also campaigns 
on family law issues 
and the family justice 
system.  It has 6,500 
members nationally and 
approaching 200 in the 
East Midlands.

Nikki has 
considerable experience 
across a wide range 
of family law issues. 
She is also a mediator 
and an accredited 
specialist in private 
law children matters.   
She was previously 
joint secretary of the 
Nottingham and East 
Midlands branch of 
Resolution.

Don’t miss the 
CROSSWORD 

on page 31

Sherwood Forest 
Hospital hero wins 
national award

Nikki becomes 
Chair of local 
Resolution branch
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A bereavement midwife at Nottingham University 
Hospitals NHS Trust (NUH) has been presented with 
a Cavell Star Award in recognition of her exceptional 
care for families who have experienced the loss of 
a child. Cavell Star Awards are an inspiring new 
national programme, presented to nurses, midwives 
and healthcare assistants who go above and beyond 
their role. The Awards are nominated by colleagues, 
patients and patient’s families.

Karen Turner, a regular volunteer at Zephyr’s 
Charity, nominated Christa for the Cavell Star Award 
after being introduced to the charity by her almost 
two years ago. 

Karen said: “Christa is so much more than a 
bereavement nurse – she’s a friend to everybody. No 
one is more deserving of this award than Christa and 
I’m sure I speak on behalf of many when I say that 
the emotional support that she provides is priceless.”

Zephyr’s offers loving care and support to families 
who have experienced the loss of a pregnancy or the 
death of a baby or child. Funded by the Nottingham 
Hospitals Charity, Zephyr’s is based in a bespoke 
environment in the grounds of Nottingham City 
Hospital, providing a quiet and peaceful place for 
families to talk about their loss.

Barbara Cathcart, Chief Executive of Nottingham 
Hospitals Charity, said: “We are delighted to hear 
that Christa has received this award. The support she 
gives to bereaved families that come to our Zephyr’s 
centre is invaluable and she is an extremely well-
regarded member of the Zephyr’s team. It takes 

someone very special to provide the comfort and 
support that Christa does for families who are going 
through an extremely difficult time.”

Christa has worked at NUH for eight years as a 
midwife, and for four years as a bereavement midwife. 
She was also involved in the planning stages of the 
purpose-built Zephyr’s centre, where she has helped 
families since it opened its doors almost two years 
ago. Her dedications to the families who use NUH’s 
bereavement services have also seen her recognised 
as Midwife of the Year 2018 at the national Nurse and 
Midwife of the Year Awards.

A call for Nottingham’s lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 
community to explore careers in fos-
tering has come from national social 
enterprise, Five Rivers Child Care.

The call comes as new research 
highlights stark misconceptions sur-
rounding fostering across the com-
munity. Despite there being hundreds 
of children and young people needing 
foster homes across the East Mid-
lands there are common misconcep-
tions around who is eligible to foster. 

Over 60% of people across 
Nottingham are unaware that same 
sex couples or those from the LGBT 
community are eligible to foster. A misconception 
Five Rivers Child Care is keen to eliminate in a 
bid to recruit more foster carers from currently 
underrepresented communities. 

In addition to serious misconceptions surrounding 
LGBT rights to foster, a further 60 percent of 
people across the UK believe that those in rented 
accommodation are unable to foster, and 40 percent 
of us believe that those without their own children 

wouldn’t be allowed to be foster 
carers. 

Commenting on the findings, 
Martin Leitch, Head of Fostering 
Operations at Five Rivers Child Care, 
said: “The findings from our recent 
research paint a massively outdated 
picture of the fostering industry but 
it highlights that more needs to be 
done to reach those within LGBT 
communities to tell them about the 
career opportunities available to 
them in fostering.  

“We want to make it common 
knowledge that anyone can foster, 
providing they have a spare room 

and they are over the age of 21. A foster carer is 
not determined by whether they own a house, or 
whether they’re married or have children. Single 
people, those in rented accommodation, those with 
disabilities and those from the LGBT community all 
have the opportunity to make great foster carers.”

For more information on Five Rivers Child Care 
and fostering opportunities, visit https://www.five-
rivers.org/

Nottingham’s LGBT community 
asked to explore foster care roles

“We want to make it 
common knowledge 

that anyone can foster, 
providing they have a 
spare room and they 

are over the age of 21. 
A foster carer is not 

determined by whether 
they own a house, 
or whether they’re 
married or have 

children.”

MIDWIFE RECEIVES CAVELL STAR AWARD

A quarter of women have active-
ly avoided careers because they 
are perceived to be ‘men only’- 
including construction, bus driv-
ing and politics, a study found.

Researchers who polled 2,000 
employed Brits found around a 
fifth of females are stuck in a job 
they don’t enjoy. And just one in 
10 have managed to get the ca-
reer they’d always hoped for.

A third believe they have 
missed out on roles because of 
their gender and 32 per cent feel 
they have been passed over for 
promotions for the same reason.

Further to this, 67 per cent still 

believe it is easier for men to be 
successful in the world of work 
than it is for women.

Commissioned by bus opera-
tor, First Bus, the research was 
carried out to examine the oppor-
tunities open to women in their 
careers - from the point of view 
of both males and females.

The study also revealed around 

half of all those polled believe 
businesses are more likely to be 
successful if there is an even gen-
der split.

The research also found 62 
per cent of women polled think 
the gender pay gap exists – com-
pared to 46 per cent of men.

On the flipside, 28 per cent of 
males think there is no such thing 
as the gender pay gap and 14 per 
cent of females feel the same way.

Three quarters of everyone 
surveyed believe there is still 
a perception among the public 
that there are careers only men 
can do.

IT’S A 
MAN’S 

WORLD
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e Secret Garden is located at e Green, Gringley-on-the-Hill, an exquisite Grade 
II listed building set in a secluded area with five acres of beautiful gardens and grounds 

and with breathtaking and uninterrupted south facing views.  Since 2009 we have
provided exclusive venue hire, a stunning location and a personal and

professional service for weddings, christenings, celebrations and corporate events.
We offer a flexible approach to suit your requirements and the vision you have for

your special day and accommodate both large and intimate parties.

WWe are licensed to hold civil ceremonies, therefore hosting full weddings as well
as reception only events on both midweek and weekend dates from May until

September. If you are looking for an unforgettable venue for your
special day then we would love to hear from you!

Tel: 07852 324706
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successful career.
For further 

information about the 
roles available and 
to apply visit www.
barrattcareers.co.uk 

For the past ten years The Secret 
Garden has been the venue for 
special events including beautiful 
weddings and christening, family 
gatherings and afternoon teas.

To mark its tenth anniversary 
The Secret Garden will be holding 
an open day in May so you will 
be able to see for yourself why the 
venue is the key to a magical day.

The Secret Garden is a stunning 
venue located at The Green, an 
exquisite Grade II listed building 
set in a secluded area boasting 
seven acres of beautiful gardens 
and a large courtyard – the ideal 
summer spot. The gardens are 
divided into five individual areas, 
all with a unique character and 
uninterrupted south facing views.

It delivers a traditional and 
bespoke service, perfectly 
tailored to your needs offering a 
personal and unique experience 
on your big day. With 
availability from May-September 
inclusive, this picturesque 
location can be enjoyed 
throughout the warmest and most 
beautiful months of the year. 

Home to a dedicated team of 
staff who are always happy to 
help, you can relax knowing the 
preparation for your big day is all 
taken care of by professional and 
friendly people. Incorporating 
the element of choice, your day 
is completely your own from 
the gorgeous gardens to the 

food, music and company – each 
selection is carefully made to 
please you and your guests. 

An exclusive experience, the 
venue never holds two events 
on the same day meaning the 
location is all yours, eliminating 
any potential disturbances and 
allowing the staff to focus entirely 
on your happiness during the day. 

With a license to hold civil 
ceremonies, a licensed, fully-
stocked bar and the ability to 
provide a range of in-house 
catering options from posh 
picnics and afternoon tea to 
ice cream carts and hot food, 
everything you could possibly 
need for a fantastic day can be 
found at this magical venue. 

The Secret Garden 
The key to a magical day

Housebuilder 
looking for 
apprentices
Barratt and David 
Wilson Homes North 
Midlands is supporting 
local employment by 
creating eight new roles 
in the construction 
industry. 

The housebuilder, 
which is based in 
Nottingham, aims to 
recruit six new trade 
apprentices specialising 
in bricklaying or 
carpentry and joinery 
to work across its 
developments in 
Nottinghamshire, 
Lincolnshire, 
Leicestershire, 
Derbyshire and 
Warwickshire. 

It will also look to 
recruit a Technical 
Apprentice and a 
Commercial Apprentice 
who will both have roles 
based at head office. 

Chris Southgate, 
Managing Director 
at Barratt and David 
Wilson Homes North 
Midlands, said: “The 
construction industry 
is continuing to grow 
and this is an exciting 
time for anyone with an 
interest in housebuilding 
to join a market leading 
company.

“As one of 
the country’s top 
developers we are 
absolutely committed 
to developing raw 
talent and I believe 
that we have a duty to 
provide these kinds 
of apprenticeship 
opportunities.”

All programmes are 
well structured and 
tailored to individual 
needs. Apprentices will 
receive encouragement, 
support and guidance 
to help them develop, 
giving the skills and 
qualifications for a 

Chris Southgate, Managing 
Director at Barratt Homes 
North Midlands

Margaret is still independent at 105
One of Mansfield’s oldest residents, Margaret 
Rhodes, celebrated her 105th birthday 
recently in her own home where she lives 
independently.

Margaret, who is supported by Mansfield 
District Council’s Assist scheme, celebrated 
her special day with her family who laid on a 
special tea party for her. 

Her grand-daughter, Sally Dilks, said: 
“My grandma is fiercely independent and it is 
extremely important for her to be living freely 
in her own home.

“It is thanks to the council’s Assist 
and Lifeline scheme that she can live 
independently, knowing that help is on hand 
24 hours a day.”

Margaret wears a Lifeline pendant around 
her neck which means if she needs help in an 
emergency, she can buzz Assist call operators. 
She once pressed for help when she fell in her 
garden. She was able to speak to an operator 
who alerted Margaret’s family that she needed 
help. 

Cllr Barry Answer, Portfolio Holder for 
Housing, said: “The wellbeing of our residents 
is a council priority and our wonderful Assist 
service really is a lifeline to independence for 
thousands of older people in this district and 
surrounding areas.

“Margaret is proof of the tremendous 
benefit it brings in helping to keep people 
living in their own homes for longer. I would 
like to wish Margaret good health and more 
happy returns. I am sure we would all salute 
her for reaching this great age with her level 
of independence.”  

The Lifeline service, which is part of the 
council’s Assist service, helps about 3,500 
people and is available to all residents in the 
Mansfield district and surrounding areas. 
More details can be found at www.mansfield.
gov.uk/ASSIST or by calling 01623 463076.

Left: Margaret Rhodes with her 
birthday card from the Queen.
Above: Five generations of a 
Mansfield family: (L-R) Grand-
daughter Sally Dilks; great 
grandsons Oliver and Harry 
Dilks; son John Rhodes; Margaret 
Rhodes; great great grandson 
Arlo George Tranter; great grand-
daughter Lauren Tranter; great 
grandson Louis Britton; grand-
daughter Susie Rhodes Best.
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Celeeate Mooer’s Day
Sunday 31st March

Delicious Sunday Carvery

Mother’s Day

Two of Nottingham-
shire’s best loved 
historic properties 
are offering  
afternoon teas to 
celebrate Mother’s 
Day. From Saturday 
30 March to Sunday 
31 March both 
Wollaton Hall and 
Deer Park and 
Newstead Abbey 
will be hosting these 
special events. 

With Mother’s day just around the 
corner it is time to find the perfect 
gift.

Although Mother’s Day gifts can 
be extravagant, simple homemade 
treats can be just as special.

Whatever you decide to give to 
your mum it should express just how 
much she means to you and make 
her feel special. 

A traditional gift is an excellent 
choice. From flowers and chocolate 
to wine and teddy bears, nothing 
says ‘I love you’ like a personal 
and exclusive gift for your mum 
– no matter how much or little 
you spend. 

If you are trying to save 
money why not try your 
hand a making a 
gift? Everything 
from 

home baked cakes and biscuits to 
scented candles or a special framed 
photograph will find a 
special place in your 
mum’s heart and bring 
a smile to her face. 

Alternatively, splash 
the cash on a luxurious 
treat with a fancy meal in 
their favourite restaurant 
or a relaxing spa day full of 
deluxe treatments. Go for a fun 
day out shopping and gift your 
mum with perfume or clothes. 
Even just venture to the park 
for a picnic under the sun with 
mum’s favourite sandwiches.

You could have a lazy day, 
bring her favourite 

breakfast to her in 
bed and lounge 
about together 

all morning or head out during the 
afternoon and spend quality time 

together to pamper your mum.
Whatever you do, make 

sure your Mother’s Day 
experience is meaningful 
and special for everyone. 
Whether a thrilling day 

out is your desired present 
or simple cornflake cakes, 

the most important thing is 
that you show your mum just how 

much you appreciate everything she 
does for you. 

Wollaton Hall

Newstead 
Abbey

Treat your mum this Mother’s Day

To find out more about what is included 
and how to book visit: www.wollatonhall.
org.uk or www.newsteadabbey.org.uk

Gift ideas for Mother’s Day 

Treat mum to 

breakfast in 

bed this 
Mother’s 

Day

Make sure your Mother’s Day experience is meaningful and special for everyone
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A four- year research project looking at thefts from 
sheds and gardens has seen a decrease in Nottingham-
shire. The number of thefts in Nottinghamshire dropped 
from 1794 instances in 2017 to just 781 last year. 

Over the years 2014 - 2017, Nottingham had the 
UK’s 7th highest amount of shed burglary and thefts 
of garden tools and furniture, but this looks set to 
change according to the latest figures.

Carried out by Tiger Sheds, the research seemed to 
indicate that many people still seem to have a ‘out of 
sight out of mind’ attitude to shed safety and do very 
little to protect their belongings.

After analysing four years of data (2014 to 2017) 
from police forces across the nation, Tiger Sheds re-
vealed that, on average, over 22,500 instances of gar-
den and shed burglary are reported each year.

The locations that reported the most shed and gar-
den burglaries over the four year period were:
1. Lancashire Constabulary - 11,226
2. Greater Manchester Police - 10,408
3. Humberside Police - 9,022
4. West Yorkshire Police - 8,604
5. Cleveland Police - 6,827

6. South Yorkshire Police - 6,074
7. Nottinghamshire Police - 5,451
8. Devon and Cornwall Constabulary - 5,228
9. Dorset Police - 5,228
10. Derbyshire Constabulary - 4,566

The good news is that the volume of garden and 
shed theft being reported to police is generally de-
creasing. 2018 saw a fall in the total number of 
burglaries in almost every location, especially Not-
tinghamshire, where instances of garden and shed 
burglary decreased by more than half (1,794 in re-
ports in 2017 vs only 781 reports last year).

Perhaps unsurprisingly, bicycles top the lists of 
items taken from gardens and garden buildings, 
while electric appliances like power tools and lawn-
mowers also proved susceptible to thieves. 

Experts at Tiger Sheds offer their 
top tips on how you can protect 
your garden buildings from 
theft: https://www.tigersheds.
com/thehiphorticulturist/shed-
security-how-to-make-sure-
your-garden-is-safe-from-thieves/

Shed thefts decrease in Notts 

Millions of adults claim 
they are ‘too busy’ to 
clean their home, a 
study has found.

The demands of 
modern life, such as 
balancing working 
hours with looking after 
children, means a third 
of adults struggle to find 
time for the housework.

Only half of the 2,000 
adults polled set aside 
time each week to clean 
their home, while three 
in 10 only manage to 
squeeze in a few chores 
at the weekends. 

It also emerged the 
traditional spring clean 
- once loyally carried 
out once a year by proud 
home owners - is dying 
out according to 38 per 
cent of adults. 

And 45 per cent 
believe previous 
generations had more 
time for household 
chores.

Keval Shah from 
home appliance 
brand Beko, which 
commissioned the 
research, said: “With 
such busy modern 
lives housework isn’t a 
priority for many of us 
anymore.  

“While we all like 
to be house-proud, it’s 
difficult to find the time.

“Our research 
shows time saving is 
an important issue, 
especially with people 
working longer hours 
than in the past and 

Adults ‘too busy’ to spring clean
enjoying busy social 
lives. As a result, 
traditional housework is 
taking a back seat.

“Thankfully, modern 
technology is helping 
us to save time in all 

aspects of our daily 
activities, including 
cleaning.

“Being able to 
control devices 

remotely means 
families can multitask 
and hopefully feel 
less pressure and guilt 
about getting tasks 
done and sacrificing 
important family time.”

When responding
 to an advert, please 

say you saw it in
Notts in Focus



16                      E: editorial@nottsinfocus.co.uk n Tel: 01159 313879NottinghamshireinFOCUS

Unit 2, Balloon Woods Industrial Estate, Coventry Lane, Nottingham, NG9 3GJ
crsroofingandrooflinesolutions.co.uk • crsroofingandrooflinesolutions@gmail.com



17 E: editorial@nottsinfocus.co.uk n Tel: 01159 313879 NottinghamshireinFOCUS

Show Site: Unit 1, Hawksworth St, 
Carlton, Nottingham NG3 2ET
Tel: 0115 9473749 | www.nstb.co.uk

If you’ve recently moved into a new-build 
home, you may have started to think about 
planting trees and shrubs to create that idyl-
lic outdoor space. 

If you’re new to gardening it may seem 
overwhelming, so here are some practical 
tips from NHBC, the UK’s leading warranty 
and insurance provider for new homes: 
• Your new garden may not have a lawn 

yet. If that’s the case, once you’ve pre-
pared the ground, and levelled it as much 
as possible, it’s time to start laying new 
turf. It’s important to start laying it from 
a straight edge, making sure each roll is 
firm against the one next to it. 

• The level of soil around your home 
should be kept below the damp proof 
course (generally 150mm or two brick 
courses). Paths should also generally be 
kept around 150mm or two brick 
courses below the damp proof 
course, except where these 
have been designed to pro-
vide level access into the 
home.  

• If soil is clay new plant-
ing may cause it to 
shrink, while remov-
ing existing trees and 
shrubs may make it 
swell. 

• If you’re planning to grow 
your own fruit, order your 
fruit trees now ready for plant-
ing in the spring and continue 
planting trees and shrubs while 
they are still dormant.

• High water demand trees should be plant-
ed no closer to the home than one-and-a-
quarter times the mature height. 

• Avoid planting climbers such as Ivy and 
Virginia Creeper against house walls, as 
they hold on using suckers, twining ten-
drils or aerial roots which could damage 
mortar and may cause damp. Plant these 
at least three metres away from your 
home. 

• Allow enough room for trunks and 
large roots to grow safely. Be par-
ticularly careful if planting near 
drains or lightweight structures.

• Although you do not need to, when 
planting new trees in your garden 
that will also be near you neigh-
bour’s house, be considerate and 

ask your neighbour if this is ok. You could 
be liable for the cost of repair if your trees 
cause damage to their home.

• Regular pruning of fast growing, thirsty 
trees such as Cypress Leyland, will help 
to reduce the amount of water taken from 
the soil.

• And last of all, although the UK is fortu-
nate to have plenty of rain, do ensure trees 
and shrubs are watered sufficiently to give 
them a good start in life. 

Further advice can be found in 
NHBC’s useful publication, A 

Guide to your new home - a 
practical guide to looking 

after your new home, 
at www.nhbc.co.uk/

homeowners.

10 tips to prepare your new-build 
garden for spring and summer 

SPRING CLEAN 
and let the light shine in  
The blossom on the trees are a sure sign that spring is on 
its way, so here are a few tips to welcome the warmer 
weather into your home and garden.

Making the most of outside space
Spring is the perfect time to rake up any fallen leaves 
from lawns and flower beds and then apply mulch and 
compost. It is also a good time to plant seeds, like to-
mato and pepper. These can be started indoors and then 
moved outside once the weather warms up.

It is also a good time to walk around the outside of 
your home to see how it has survived winter. Is there 
dirt or moss on paths and driveways? You can also 
check garage doors and window frames to see if they 
need any repairs. 

If the winter has been stormy or windy then you may 
also want to check your roof and guttering to see if there 
are any lose tiles or if gutters are clogged with leaves or 
other debris. You can also check skylights and windows 
to make sure there are no cracks. 

If you have decking it is also a perfect time to pres-
sure wash it and get it looking its best for summer. If you 

rent a pressure washer then check that you know how 
to use it so you do not cause any damage to the wood. 

If you noticed winter breezes more than usual this 
year, check your doors and windows. You may be 
able to add insulation rather than replacing the whole 
window. 

Inside your home
There are also a number of jobs that can help to make 
the inside of your home look its best. Simply by clean-
ing windows you can let in extra light and make your 
rooms seem bright and airy. If the idea of cleaning all 
the windows seems like too big a job, clean those in 
rooms used the most, like main living areas and the 
kitchen.  It is also worth giving your rugs and carpets a 
spring clean. Clean carpets and rugs last longer. You can 
rent a rug-shampooing machine (which includes buying 
the cleaning solution as well as picking up and returning 
the equipment) or hire a professional.  Whatever you 
choose to do, with a little effort your home and garden 
will be ready for you to enjoy spring and the promise of 
warmer days and lighter nights.
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Call us on 01664 812627 or 
email: info@beeventhire.co.uk

BE Furniture started out as event organisers 
ourselves we soon learnt how much pressure 
organisers are under and the importance of 
reliable and professional suppliers. Our team 
are hardworking  and experienced, mostly 

having been with us for many years and 
fully understand the industry.

So, if you are thinking of buying one patio So, if you are thinking of buying one patio 
set or wish to hire 30,000 chairs give us a 
call or email us with your requirements 

because you will find our quality of service 
and furniture, coupled with our low prices 

pretty much unbeatable.

G+
Follow us on:

Highly acclaimed for their un-
canny portrayal of the legendary 
comedy duo, Eric Morecambe and 
Ernie Wise, talented actors Ian 
Ashpitel and Jonty Stephens bring 

An Evening of Eric & Ern to 
the Theatre Royal Nottingham 
on Wednesday 13 March, as 
part of a UK tour.

Crammed full of renditions of 
those famous comedy sketches, 

and coupled with contemporary 
references in their unique style, the 
show evokes memories of times 

when whole families would 
huddle around the telly on 
Sunday evenings to share in the 
much-loved antics of Britain’s 

national treasures.
As seen on BBC One’s The One 

Show and ITV1’s The Alan Titch-
marsh Show, the performances 
contain some of the first new writ-
ing in the style of Morecambe & 
Wise material in over 30 years.

Ian Ashpitel and Jonty Stephens 

have been performing and writing 
as Eric and Ern for almost five 
years. The research into their sub-
jects is there for all to see in their 
staggeringly accurate portrayal 
of the most successful and much 
loved British comedy duo of all 
time. The performers themselves 
have a wonderful relationship with 
the families and estates of More-
cambe & Wise – with all scripts 
vetted and authorised before being 
performed.

“I have been fascinated with 
Eric Morecambe for as long as 
I can remember,” says Jonty. “I 
took on his persona at school and 
it never really left me. He was the 
funniest and loveliest of men. We 
both feel it’s a privilege to play 
Eric and Ernie and some people 
have said it’s like we’re channel-
ling them - some nights it does 
feel like that”.

For information or to book: www.
trch.co.uk or call 0115 9895555.

An evening of Eric & Ern

everyone and you will just want to keep returning.
With a range of options to choose from including 

leisure home lettings, touring, motor home and 
tent pitches, adult only and family parks, Springs 
Holiday Estates ensures you’ll find something to suit 
you. Their modern letting leisure homes come fully 
equipped with TV/DVD player, microwave, kitchen 
equipment and supplied bedding, ideal for the whole 
family.

Touring vans, motorhomes and tents are well 
accommodated with modern free electric showers, 
toilets, washing up and laundrette facilities on-site. 
Electric hook-ups or fully serviced pitches are also 
available to provide you with everything you could 
possibly need. 

Your Home from Home 
Boasting a fantastic range of new and used leisure 
homes for sale, leisure home lets, a professional after 
sale and repair service and a number of affordable 
finance options, finding the holiday home that’s right 
for you just got easier. The friendly, professional 
team are always on hand to help, offering a delivery 
and siting service meaning you don’t have to worry 
about a thing. 

Ideal for Ownership 
There are also owner/occupier parks available across 
a number of the sites meaning you are never too 
far from find your dream home. With parks that are 
close to the beach, near fishing lakes, have free Wi-
Fi, outdoor pools, links to golf and on-site pubs and 
clubs, there is something for everyone. 

Feast your eyes on a selection of brand new static 
leisure homes in stock. If you still cannot find what 
you are looking for then Springs Holiday Estates 
can order one to your own individual specification. 
They also offer top quality previously owned leisure 
homes, which are a must-see.

Most makes and models of leisure homes are 
supplied, with part exchange allowances and 
affordable monthly payments available – to secure 
your dream holiday home at an unbeatable price. 

For more information on the parks and any of the 
services provided visit: www.springsholidayestates.
co.uk or call 01507441333.

A little piece of paradise close to home
If you are looking for a place where you can escape from life’s stresses and strains 
then Spring Holiday Estates could be the perfect place for you.  Whether you are 
looking to buy or let a leisure home Springs Holiday Estates can definitely offer 
a little piece of paradise close to home. 

Escape to Paradise
If you have always dreamed of a gorgeous seaside haven then you can choose 
from five ideally located holiday parks close to the beach. Whether you are 
looking for short stay or a home-from-home, there is something available for 
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It has been announced 
that international 
ballroom dancer, Kevin 
Clifton, will join the cast 
of the award-winning 
smash-hit musical 
“ROCK OF AGES” in 
the role of ‘Stacee Jaxx’ 
when the show visits the 
Theatre Royal Notting-
ham from 2-6 April.

He joins Kevin 
Kennedy who will play 
‘Dennis’, Zoe Birkett 
‘Justice’, Luke Walsh 
‘Drew’, Lucas Rush 
‘Lonny’, Jodie Steele 
‘Sherrie’, Andrew Carthy 
‘Franz’, Vas Constanti 
‘Hertz’ and Rhiannon 
Chesterman ‘Regina’. 

Kevin Clifton is an 
international Ballroom 
and Latin dancer and 
has won numerous titles 
across the world, includ-
ing winning the Britain 
Latin Championships 
four times. He is best 
known as a Pro Dancer 
on BBC one’s ‘Strictly 
Come Dancing’ and is 
the current champion, 
having won the sixteenth 
series with his celebrity 
partner, Stacey Dooley, 
in December 2018.   

Kevin Kennedy is 
probably best known for 
his portrayal of ‘Curly 
Watts’ in “Coronation 
Street” and Zoe Birkett is 
best known as the highest 
placing female contestant 
in ITV’s Pop Idol.

Tickets are available 
from www.trch.co.uk or 
by calling the Box Office 
on 0115 989 5555.

The legendary reggae band The Wailers appear at 
Nottingham’s Rock City on Thursday (14 March). 
The gig is part of a 14 date UK tour in March.

  The Wailers continue their quest to bring reggae to 
the forefront of the world’s stage.  Led by renowned 
bassist and founder Aston “Familyman” Barrett, and 
joined by original Wailers guitarist Donald Kinsey 
as well as saxophonist Glen DaCosta, The Wailers 
give audiences around the globe the opportunity to 
experience their unique and innovative sound. 

From 1972 to 1980, Bob Marley & The Wailers 
recorded, toured, and performed before countless 
millions worldwide. Since 1981, Familyman has 
carried on the mission to “keep The Wailers together” 
- just as Bob requested.

 The UK tour will see The Wailers perform songs 
from the iconic album Legend live on stage including 
classics Three Little Birds, I Shot the Sheriff, 
Jammin’, as well as many more greatest hits.

 Tickets are on sale now and available via www.
gigsandtours.com / 0844 811 0051.

The Wailers 
come to town 

ROCK 
OF 

AGES 
Kevin Clifton as ‘Stacee 

Jaxx’ in the UK Tour of 
Rock of Ages. Photo: 

Richard DavenportUB40
40th anniversary tour 
comes to Nottingham
Tickets are now on sale for ‘A Real Labour of 
Love’ the 40th anniversary tour of UB40 featuring 
Ali Campbell & Astro, which is coming to 
Nottingham’s Royal Concert Hall on 1 April. 

Earlier this year the band released ‘A Real Labour 
Of Love’, their most successful album for 25 years, 
which debuted at No.2 in the Official Album Chart. 

With 2019 marking 40 years since UB40 formed, 
the legendary reggae band will be celebrating 
with a greatest hit set that features global smashes 
including ‘Red Red Wine’, ‘Cherry Oh Baby’, ‘Rat 
In Mi Kitchen’ and ‘Kingston Town’. Ali Campbell 
& Astro will be joined on-stage by their incredible 
eight-piece reggae band.

As founding members of Britain’s biggest reggae 
band UB40, singer Ali Campbell and second 
vocalist Astro topped the UK singles chart on three 
occasions and sold 70 million records as they took 
their smooth yet rootsy musical blend to all corners 
of the globe. 

Tickets are on sale now from www.myticket.
co.uk / www.ub40.org
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Award-winning conservation charity, 
Twycross Zoo, is expecting a rather 
large delivery - one that weighs almost 
a tonne and is critically endangered.

A female Eastern black rhinoceros 
will be moving to the Midlands in 
March, shortly followed by a male 
companion. Twycross Zoo visitors will 
be able to say hello to the new arrivals 
from the Easter Holidays. 

The arrival of Eastern black rhinoc-
eros is part of an important European 
breeding programme which consists of 
over 20 zoos and wildlife parks from 
around the continent working together to 
help preserve the population and main-
tain genetic diversity of the species.

The Western black rhino was declared 
extinct in 2011 by the IUCN Red List. 
Initially the Black rhino was the most 
common of all rhinos; however, due to 
illegal hunting and the demand for rhino 
horn increasing the species suffered a 
98% reduction in the 20th century.

Now, thanks to efforts from other 
conservation organisations around the 
world, the Eastern black rhino popula-
tion is increasing with numbers rising 
from less than 2500 to approximately 
5,458 today. 

Karen Clarke, Chief Operating Of-
ficer at Twycross Zoo, said: “The story 
of the black rhino is quite incredible 
and we are honoured to be part of a 
breeding programme which is helping 
to grow their population. The fact that 
Eastern black rhino numbers are now 
growing is testament to conservation 
experts all around the world and we are 
dedicated to continuing this hard work.

“We are currently preparing the new 
habitat ready for the arrival and we’re 
very excited for all our visitors who 
will get to see rhinos from this Easter.”

The Midlands zoo is home to 500 an-
imals from over 125 different species. 
For more information, or to buy tickets, 
please visit www.twycrosszoo.org

Special Easter delivery 
for Twycross Zoo

SPRING PLANT FAIR 
RETURNS TO HOLME 
PIERREPONT HALL
Flower Power Fairs 
will be holding their 
gardeners’ plant fair at 
Holme Pierrepont Hall 
on Sunday 24 March 
from 11am-4pm.

Set in 30 acres of 
tranquil parkland just 
beyond the Nottingham 
Water Sports Centre, 
Holme Pierrepont 
Hall (NG12 2LD) is 
perhaps Nottingham’s 
best kept secret. The 
gardens are a delight 
in the spring with 
magical displays of 
snowdrops, daffodils, 
tulips, aconites and 
hellebores.  The family 
also have a passion 
for decorative early 
flowering shrubs and 

interesting topiary.
 The plant fair spills 

out on the lawns in 
front of the hall and 
brings a mouth-watering 
selection of specialist 
plant growers from the 
North and Midlands 
offering a huge choice 
of herbaceous plants, 
shrubs with particular 
emphasis on colour and 
shape, climbers, lilies, 
herbs, heucheras, shade 
loving plants and ferns.  

Organiser, Judy 
Popley, said: “We will 
be bursting at the seams 
with 20 plant nurseries 
and garden accessories 
attending and the choice 
of plants on sale will be 
astonishing.

“Don’t forget to bring 
lots of cash as most 
small nurseries do not 
have card facilities.”  

Many of the nurseries 
are award winners from 
RHS shows offering top 
quality plants which are 
not normally found in 
garden centres and other 
outlets.

Entry to the fair, 
gardens and grounds is 
just £4 (free for children 
under 15). Parking is 
free, refreshments are 
available throughout 
the day and dogs are 
welcome at the fair.  

For more 
information visit www.
holmepierreponthall.
com

SAT 4 TO SAT 18 MAY, OLD MARKET SQUARE
The Magnificent Spiegeltent arrives in 
Nottingham for 15 days in May. It will be 
in Old Market Square from Saturday 4 to 
Saturday 18 May. It is a beautiful, century-
old travelling dance hall, made of wood 
and complete with ornate decoration 
and mirrors. It will host a packed schedule 
of great events including music, circus, 
cabaret, theatre, comedy and burlesque, 
with something for the entire family, plus 
delicious food and drink. 
Go to www.visit-nottinghamshire.co.uk
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WEDS 14TH
AUGUST

2019

THE

88th

Staveley Hall 
Events

Storytelling for 
adults in Beeston
Beeston Tales presents storyteller, Simon Heywood, 
with his eerily unsettling tales, Anston Lines, on 
Wednesday evening (13 March). The event takes 
place at The White Lion, Beeston, at 7.30pm. 

Anston Lines tells a tale of shadows of a troubled 
past falling on a young married couple as they set 
up their first home together, stirring echoes of old 
legends and history which threaten the deceptive 
tranquillity which surrounds them, and leading 
their steps towards the mysterious overgrown 
ruins of Anston Lines. Anston Lines is a homage 
to the legends and songs of the old borderlands of 
the north-east midlands of England; and a song 
of remembrance for those who fought the bitter 
night to earn their daily bread, to create the world 
we now call our own.  For more information visit 
mexicantales@hotmail.com or call 07952110025

A ‘Springtime Serenade’ is promised 
on Saturday 23 March when 
Nottingham Concert Band returns 
to Beeston with an evening of music 
in the Parish Church of St John the 
Baptist. 

The 60-strong band is planning on 
an exciting programme for the concert 
and MD Robert Parker is looking 
forward to serenading the audience 
with some delightful musical gems. 

“We’ll be embracing a huge range 
of tastes and styles - from swing-era 
evergreens to popular light classics - 
so I’m sure there will be something in 
the programme to please everyone!” 
he said. Nottingham Concert Band’s 
‘Springtime Serenade’ starts at 7.30pm 
and is in aid of Emmanuel House. 

For tickets contact Chris or Steph 
on 0115 925 8494. Reservations can 
also be made via Kathryn on 07709 
756949, e-mail beeston.parish@
gmail.com or through music@
nottinghamconcertband.org 

Founded in 1991, Nottingham 
Concert Band rehearses weekly 
in West Bridgford. Interest in 
membership and concerts is 
always welcome: call Jill or Jeff 
on 01949 860126 or visit www.
nottinghamconcertband.org

Beeston Parish Church is located 
on Middle Street in the centre of 
Beeston (NG9 1GA), just a short 
distance from The Square, with 
plenty of nearby parking and easy 
access to public transport.

Beeston farmers’ 
market is back
The much anticipated monthly farmers’ market is 
being held in Beeston this Saturday (16 March). 
Every month the market brings together around 
20 fantastic local food and drinks producers and 
handcrafters. 

As well as regular traders there are also 
seasonal and guest traders throughout the year. 
The market caters for organic, gluten free, vegan 
and vegetarian diets. From meat and milk through 
jam and pies to fudge and doughnuts there is 
something for everyone - including our four-
legged friends! 

Details of the confirmed traders can be found 
each month on the Facebook page https://www.
facebook.com/beestonfarmersmarket/ 

Follow them on Twitter @farmmktmanager or 
contact Sharon the Market Operator directly on 
07849 888 752. 

SPRINGTIME SERENADE
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Join the millions of theatre goers worldwide 
who have experienced “The most brilliantly 
effective spine-chiller you will ever encoun-
ter” (Daily Telegraph).

The Woman in Black comes to Notting-
ham’s Theatre Royal from Tuesday 5 to 
Saturday 9 May.

Susan Hill’s acclaimed ghost story comes 
dramatically alive in Stephen Mallatratt’s 
ingenious stage adaptation.  This gripping 
production, directed by Robin Herford, is a 
brilliantly successful study in atmosphere, 
illusion and controlled horror.

A lawyer obsessed with a curse that he 
believes has been cast over him and his 
family by the spectre of a Woman in Black 
engages a sceptical young actor to help him 
tell his terrifying story and exorcise the fear 
that grips his soul.  It all begins innocently 
enough, but then, as they reach further into 
his darkest memories, they find themselves 
caught up in a world of eerie marshes and 
moaning winds.

Tickets available from www.trch.co.uk or  
from the Box Office on 0115 989 5555.

THE WOMAN IN BLACK

An evening of song and music is being held at Eastwood Memory 
Café on 22 March to help raise awareness of dementia. The 
Eastwood Memory Café is a not for profit organisation helping those 
affected by dementia and their carers to live well. It is based at St 
Mary’s Church, Church Street, Eastwood.

The event starts at 7.30pm and includes Oldish Spice, The 
Everyone Can Sing Choir and The Phoenix Singers. More 
information and tickets are available by calling 07847 716759.

The World Rocks Against Dementia 2019
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WHAT PARENTS WANT
More than a fifth of parents would rather their child 
earned a decent wage as an adult than grew up to be 
kind or honest, research has revealed. 

The study of 2,000 parents in the UK found one in 20 
want success for their children above happiness.

And one sixth of mums and dads already have a ca-
reer in mind for their child, with 25 per cent admitting to 
deliberately talking about those jobs more than others.

More than half of parents are also proactive in en-
couraging their children to take certain subjects at 
school, in a bid to lead them towards their career of 
choice.

But the careers parents want for 
their children differ between 
mums and dads.

Mothers are more 
likely to want their 
children to pro-
gress along the 
path of engi-
neering and 
manufac-

turing – 27 per cent compared to 21 per cent of dads.
And a third of fathers are keen for their sons or 

daughters to go into computing or coding, compared to 
just 13 per cent of mums.

A spokesman for Siemens, which carried out the 
research, said: “Obviously, most parents wish for their 
children to be happy.

“But our results found happiness can be found in dif-
ferent ways – with some feeling that money can buy 
that happiness. What is interesting is that the favoured 
career choice above all others for mums was engineer-

ing and manufacturing, which is encouraging as 
those entering STEM subjects are our 

future makers.
“And dads also recog-
nise that it is important 

for both girls and 
boys to embrace 

technology at 
school and 

in years to 
come.” 

The internationally renowned Mansfield Male Voice 
Choir has been granted the Freedom of the District by 
councillors.

At an Extraordinary Meeting of Mansfield District 
Council recently members agreed unanimously to be-
stow the honorary title on the choir, which is celebrat-
ing its 75th anniversary this year. 

The choir was also presented with a framed let-
ter received from the Queen’s office after the Mayor 
wrote to the Queen to tell her of their great achieve-
ment in reaching this milestone. 

Geoff Mansfield, Ian Grice, Gordon Blanc and Da-
vid Marriott received the award and letter on behalf 
of the choir. Mansfield’s Executive Mayor Kate All-

Parkinson’s UK has issued an urgent appeal for vol-
unteers across East Midlands with a passion for walk-
ing - and supporting local people with Parkinson’s.
 The charity is looking for people to undergo a short, 
free course that is being run in partnership with British 
Nordic Walking.  

The training will see the volunteers graduate as 
Nordic Walk Instructors, then put their skills to good 
use by supporting and inspiring people with Parkin-
son’s to try the exercise out.

 Around 145,000 people in the UK are diagnosed 
with the condition, including 10,256 in the East Mid-
lands.   Katie Smith, Area Development Manager at 
Parkinson’s UK, said:  “We’re looking for around 10 
people across the East Midlands who are passionate 

about walking and improving life for local people 
with Parkinson’s to volunteer for around 10 hours a 
month. As a volunteer you will give group ‘taster ses-
sions’ and demonstrations as well as work with people 
on an individual basis to mentor their confidence and 
skills to be able to enjoy Nordic walking safely.” 

 All volunteers will be provided with free equip-
ment required to deliver the role and help with travel 
expenses is also available. 
Parkinson’s UK’s partners in this venture, British 
Nordic Walking, are a member of the International 
Nordic Walking Federation (INWA), the global gov-
erning body of Nordic Walking. For more informa-
tion email k.smith@parkinsons.org.uk or call 0344 
225 9863.

Mansfield Male Voice Choir granted 
Freedom of the District

Nordic walkers needed

sop said: “This is the council’s top civic honour and is 
completely deserved for both the choir’s success and 
longevity.

“Their talent has long been admired and they fly 
the flag for Mansfield wherever they go. This award 
marries perfectly with the council’s vision of creat-
ing a more positive image of this district and creating 
community pride.”

Councillors heard that the choir, whose members 
are all from Mansfield, had an exemplary history 
of success at events and competitions at home and 
abroad. A video of the choir’s performance at the 
council meeting is available to view on the council’s 
Facebook page @mymansfielduk. 
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A quarter of smokers would NOT try vaping – with 
many believing it is just as bad for you as cigarettes, 
a study found.

Researchers found tobacco users are ‘suspicious’ 
of e-cigarettes and have no desire to give vapes a go 
- despite health professionals urging them to do so.

It also emerged two thirds have attempted to kick 
the habit at one time or another – four times on 
average – but to date they haven’t managed to stop 
for good.

Commissioned by Yorkshire Cancer Research, the 
survey of 844 smokers and 1,156 ex-smokers found 

Linda
Lancashire

07764 466381
01773 762675

E: contact@lindalancashire.co.uk

www.lindalancashire.co.uk

Broxtowe Borough Council has newly decorated 16 
of its bin lorries in a bid to encourage local residents 
to keep the area clean and green.

The move is just one way the council is trying 
to make the borough tidier as part of its Clean and 
Green campaign.

The new signage, on 16 of the council’s bin lorries, 
along with street cleansing and grounds maintenance 
vehicles includes promotional messages aimed at 
preventing fly tipping, encouraging residents to join 
Community Clean Teams and information about 
what can and cannot be put in the recycling bin.

Councillor Shane Easom, Chair of the Leisure and 
Environment Committee said: “We’re introducing 
this new signage to help to make our residents aware 
of the different ways in which we can all help to make 
the Borough cleaner.

“These new banners are just a small part of our Clean 
and Green campaign about the keeping the Borough 
clean and tidy, protecting the environment in the future 
and why we must all do more as a community. The 
signs are a great way for people to see these positive 
messages as they go about their day.”

Be Clean 
& Green

Smokers are ‘suspicious’ of vaping 
the typical smoker has been puffing away for 22 years 
and gets through 12 cigarettes a day.

Chief executive Dr Kathryn Scott said: “Vaping is 
a great tool to help people quit – and it’s 95 per cent 
less harmful than cigarettes.

“But everyone is different, so the best way to 
help you give up is to get support from a local stop 
smoking service.”

The research also found one in 10 ex-smokers 
managed to give cigarettes the heave-ho by taking up 
vaping instead – saving £337.80 a year on average.

But 44 per cent believe quitting by going cold 
turkey is the best method – despite the NHS saying 
they’re actually four times more likely to give up for 
good with support from a stop smoking service.

Surprisingly the number one reason those polled 
want to quit is not health reasons (30 per cent) – it’s 
lack of money (43 per cent).

Other motivators include pressure from family 
or friends (23 per cent), becoming a parent or 
grandparent (20 per cent) and the death of a family 
member or close friend from smoking (16 per cent).

A rural pub has reopened following a two-year 
absence – after a deal supported by East Midlands-
based law firm Nelsons.

The Red Lion, in Thurgarton, closed on Boxing 
Day 2016. But last year, residents joined forces to 
lend new owner Julian Benton £250,000, while he 
and a team of directors invested a further £130,000 
to revive the village’s only pub. 

As well as a full refurbishment, the pub’s 30-seater 
dining area has been renamed the ‘Clarke Restaurant’ 
in memory of former landlady Sarah Clarke, who 
was killed by her niece in 1936. Newspaper clippings 
from the time of the murder are also displayed around 
the building for those not familiar with the tragedy.

Julian, who has more than 30 years’ experience 
in the industry and owns three other pubs across 
the East Midlands, said: “Taking over the pub 
was an offer I couldn’t refuse. I’m continuously 

saddened when I see the decline of village pubs – 
they play such an important role in building stronger 
communities, giving residents a place to relax and 
socialise. I wanted to bring The Red Lion back to life 
and Nelsons was pivotal in this, working tirelessly to 
get the deal over the line.”

The Red Lion – which dates back to the 16th 
century – has been renovated inside and out and 
includes a dog walkers’ bar. 

Julian added: “The Red Lion had no investment 
for two or three years before it closed and sadly, 
that contributed to its decline. The pub is steeped in 
history so it was important that we gave it a fresh 
look and feel while keeping the characteristics of a 
traditional country pub, such as low ceilings, beams 
and fireplaces. Since its opening, we’ve had people 
coming back in saying how great the pub looks and 
how happy they are to see it back to its best.” 

Pub reopens after investment from villagers
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Thousands of children 
across the city dressed 
up to mark the event 
on Thursday 7 March 
by wearing imaginative 
costumes and taking 
part in fun book-themed 
activities.

Children at Robin 
Hood Primary School 
celebrated as they 
won new books for 
their library. The 
Bestwood school saw 
off competition from 
every other school in 
Nottingham as they 
achieved the highest 
number of children 
taking part in the ‘Big 
Monster Hunt’, a 
free fun activity in all 
Nottingham libraries 
designed to encourage 
more children to love 
reading.

Councillor David 
Mellen visited Robin 
Hood Primary to read 
with two classes and 
give the school their 
prize bundle of books.  
Pupils returned an 
amazing 112 activity 
sheets – meaning that 
almost a quarter of 
the children in the 
school completed the 
‘Big Monster Hunt’ 
challenge.

Councillor David 
Mellen, Portfolio Holder 
for Early Years & Early 
Intervention, said: 
“It’s official that Robin 
Hood Primary has won 
the Big Monster Hunt 
challenge, beating every 
other primary school in 
the city.  A huge well 
done to all the children 
and their families. It’s 

Nottingham celebrates World Book Day in style 

great to see so many 
youngsters taking part 
in fun reading activities.

“Research shows that 

the job you’ll get, and 
how much you’ll earn, 
all compares to how 
much reading you do as 

a child. Our message is 
loud and clear, if you’re 
a big reader, you’ll go 
on to have a big future!”

Children dressed up at Nottingham schools. Prize giving at 
Robin Hood Primary and children from Mellers Primary School 
celebrating with fun activities at Nottingham Central Library.

Nottingham marked World 
Book Day in style with events 
in libraries and schools. 

Work starts on £5.3M 
primary school in Edwalton
Work is officially underway for a brand new, 
multi-million pound school on the Sharphill 
development at the Sharphill Woods site in 
Edwalton.
The new £5.3m academy, part of The Spencer Academies Trust, is set to 
complete in September 2020, in time for the new academic year. 
Councillor Kay Cutts MBE, Leader of Nottinghamshire County Council, 
said: “One of the main priorities for this Council is to ensure that children 
across Nottinghamshire are able to attend good and outstanding primary 
schools. This new school near Edwalton is further evidence of our strategy 
to make Nottinghamshire a great place to bring up a family and where 
people are proud to call home. A good, solid education gives children and 
young people options in later life and this is something we want every child 
to experience.”  

Councillor Cutts revealed that plans were already underway to deliver 
up to eight new schools across the county to provide more than 1,400 new 
primary and secondary school places.

She added: “Plans for up to eight new schools reflects the pace of new 
home building programmes across our county which in turn brings new 
jobs and prosperity for people.  One of these schools will be at the Harrier 
Park development at the Rolls Royce site in Hucknall, a school which will 
be funded from housing developer contributions.

The school will offer 45 at first admission with 15 in the other year groups 
growing to offering 315 places, with the option at a later date to extend this 
further to a 420 as the housing development grows over the coming years.
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CROSSWORD
ACROSS DOWN

CROSSWORD ANSWERS ANSWERS ACROSS 1 Jolt 3 Class 10 Blast 12 Pack 13 Miffed 14 Glass 15 Dungeon 16 Tripe 17 Dove 19 Lard 21 Go downhill 24 Vend 27 Trowel 28 Builder 30 Invite 31 Stay 33 Fail 34 Bust 35 Wade 38 Quotes 39 Spinach 40 Drench 42 Bray 44 Right of way 47 Kiss 48 Wind 52 Salad 54 Ravioli 55 Total 57 Unveil 58 Ribs 59 Retch 60 Strip 61 Stew
ANSWERS DOWN 1 Jump 2 Lifer 3 Cadge 4 Ashamed 5 Slush 6 Abode 7 Steel 8 Spindle 9 Skate 11 Annual 18 Flat 20 Dowdy 21 Goldfish 22 Whip 23 Hide 25 Dated 26 Birthday 28 Bliss 29 Rough 32 Thumb 35 Wreck 36 Pith 37 Halo 41 Hiss 43 Address 45 Import 46 Weather 48 Worry 49 Ivory 50 Fishy 51 Stops 52 Slump 53 Alert 56 Slow

 See below for answers

12th March: Meet & Greet 2pm at The Shiny Spoon, 7 Toothill, Mansfield  
NG18 1NJ Price as per menu
13th March: Evening Meal & Quiz 7pm Duke of Wellington, Church Street, 
Kirkby-in-Ashfield NG17 8LA Price as per menu
15th March: Speakers Corner When Dracula came to Derby, Eastwood 
Conservative Club, Church Street, Eastwood, Notts NG16 3BP Price Free Largest independent lighting showroom

in Nottinghamshire

DAVID HUNT BRAND PARTNER
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grid A

1 Leap in the air (4)
2 Maximum term
prisoner (5)
3 Scrounge (5)
4 Feeling guilty (7)
5 Wet snow (5)
6 Dwelling place (5)
7 Strong metal (5)
8 Bobbin winder (7)
9 Flatfish with wings (5)
11 Plant with one year of
life (6)
18 Level (4)
20 Frumpy (5)
21 Bowl pet (8)
22 Riding crop (4)
23 Keep secret (4)
25 Untrendy (5)
26 Date brought into

1 A jarring surprise (4)
3 Group of pupils (5)
10 Quarry explosion (5)
12 Group of wolves (4)
13 A tad annoyed (6)
14 Tumbler or schooner (5)
15 Underground cell (7)
16 Utter piffle (5)
17 Bird of peace (4)
19 Pig fat for cooking (4)
21 Deteriorate in health
(2,8)
24 Sell (4)
27 Plastering tool (6)
28 Bricklayer or roofer (7)
30 Ask to a party (6)
31 Stop where you are (4)
33 Be unsuccessful (4)
34 Head and shoulders

sculpture (4)
35 Walk through water (4)
38 Estimates of price (6)
39 Popeye’s vegetable (7)
40 Give a soaking (6)
42 Hee-haw sound (4)
44 Public footpath (5,2,3)
47 Give a peck (4)
48 Flatulence (4)
52 Dish of cold
vegetables (5)
54 Pasta parcels dish (7)
55 The aggregate (5)
57 Uncover a plaque (6)
58 Teases (4)
59 Try to vomit (5)
60 Take off all clothes (5)
61 Over-infuse tea (4)

the world (8)
28 Ecstasy and rapture (5)
29 Approximate (5)
32 To hitchhike (5)
35 Sunken ship remains (5)
36 White of an orange (4)
37 Ring of light (4)
41 Snake sound (4)
43 Formal speech (7)
45 Buy from abroad (6)
46 Climate (7)
48 Fret anxiously (5)
49 Tusk material (5)
50 Decidedly suspicious (5)
51 Comes to a halt (5)
52 Drop in the economy (5)
53 Vigilant (5)
56 Decelerate (4)
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