
The Sewing Room

Please visit us at 
Barnes Wallis 
House, Barker 
Gate, Ilkeston, 
DE7 8DS

Clothing Alterations Service
Ladies & Gents 
Trousers, Dresses, 
Jackets etc...
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We are
Here

The Sewing Room

BELFIELD STREET

HALL FARM
WILD BIRD FOOD SUPPLIES

Give your birds 
a home this 

Springtime

Sign up for a place at 
our recruitment event 
to find out more about 
our individual schools, 
our partnership, current 
vacancies, future 
opportunities and how 
we can tailor your career, 
helping you to fulfil your 
potential. 

At the event you will 
be able to meet and 

arrange visits to our 
schools and find out 
about current vacancies 
and future opportunities 
at a school you would 
like to work in. You will 
receive support in writing 
standout applications 
and discover how the 
Trust and our member 
schools can support you 
and your career goals.

Are you an aspirant trainee, 
apprentice, teacher, leader, 
business manager or governor?

Would you like to be part of 
an ambitious and supportive 
partnership of schools?

Attending our primary school 
recruitment event could be 
the decision that shapes the 
rest of your career.

Flying High Trust
Recruitment Event

Tuesday 5 February 2019,  5:30-7:30pm
Hillside Primary & Nursery School  NG15 6LW

FLYING HIGH TRUST RECRUITMENT EVENT - BOOK A PLACE NOW!
WOULD YOU LIKE TO WORK IN A PRIMARY SCHOOL 
THAT IS PART OF A SUPPORTIVE PARTNERSHIP, 
CHAMPIONS YOUR CAREER DEVELOPMENT AND 
PUTS CHILDREN FIRST?
To find out more about our amazing partnership of 
schools and the opportunities to work with us, please 
visit www.flyinghighpartnership.co.uk, follow us on 
twitter @flyinghightrust or find the ‘Flying High 
Partnership’ on Facebook. 

Book now via Flying High Partnership Facebook or contact 
us directly on 0115 9891915 or info@flyinghightrust.co.uk
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The two bands have an outstanding back 
catalogue with more than 20 combined 
UK top 10 hits, including ‘If You Tol-
erate This Your Children Will Be Next’ 
and ‘The Masses Against The Classes’ 
from Manic Street Preachers and ‘Too 
Much Too Young’ and the legendary 
‘Ghost Town’ from The Specials. 

Manic Street Preachers were in high 
demand by Splendour fans, bagging the 
top spot of who they’d like to see at the 
festival in a survey conducted by the or-
ganisers, DHP Family. The band consists 
of cousins James Dean Bradfield on lead 
vocals and lead guitar, Sean Moore on 
drums and Nicky Wire on bass.

Throughout the band’s illustrious 
career they headlined several festivals 
including Reading and Leeds, 
Glastonbury, T in the Park, and V 
Festival and gained a host of music 
accolades including 11 NME Awards, 

eight Q Awards and four BRIT Awards.
The Specials are one of the most elec-

trifying, influential and important bands 
of all time and return to Splendour hot 
on the heels of a special 40th anniversary 
tour celebrating their formation and the 
two-tone label. 

George Akins, DHP Family owner, 
said: “Manic Street Preachers and The 
Specials are two legendary bands and 
have made a huge mark on the UK mu-
sic scene. We’re delighted to have them 
both with us on the main stage at Splen-
dour celebrating two very special anni-
versaries. The crowd can expect a belter 
set of some of their greatest hits.”

With lots happening all over the park 
aside from the three music stages, in-
cluding comedy in the courtyard, a kids’ 
area and entertainers out and about in the 
crowd, the festival is a fantastic day out 
for all the family.

AN ANTIDOTE TO ‘BLUE MONDAY’
Children of Haddon Primary School in Carlton decided they were not going 
to let ‘Blue Monday’ affect their lessons and so they came to school dressed 
in their dream career outfits. Read the story on page 2.

Splendour, Wollaton Park, Saturday 20 July 2019
Tickets can be purchased from splendourfestival.com or in person from 
the Nottingham Tourism Centre. To stay in touch with festival news 
following Splendour on social media: • Facebook: @splendourfestivalUK
• Twitter: @splendourfest  • Instagram: @splendourfest •#SplendourFest

SPLENDOUR HEADLINERS SET TO 
WOW CROWDS
Manic Street Preachers and The Specials will headline 
this year’s Splendour on Saturday 20 July 

Manic Street 
Preachers. 
Photo: Alex Lake The Specials
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Children of Haddon Primary School 
in Carlton decided they were not go-
ing to let ‘Blue Monday’ affect their 
lessons and so they came to school 
dressed in their dream career outfits.

Head Teacher Nina Capek ex-
plained. “The third Monday in January 
is seen as the most depressing day of 

the year and so we decided to fight 
that feeling by asking children to 
come to school wearing clothes that 
represented their dream career. 

“The children and their families did 
an absolutely amazing job with the 
outfits and the whole school was buzz-
ing with discussions about the many 

Long Eaton Plumbers Merchant Ltd
Harrington Mills, Leopold Street, Long Eaton NG10 4QE

Tel: 0115 973 5450 or online at www.lepm.uk

Bathroom suites 
from £199+VAT

Full fitting
service

available
•

DIY & Trade 
counter

••
FREE

delivery on
all suites

Long Eaton Plumbers Merchant Ltd

DERBYSHIRE TOWBARS
Call us for a Fast FREE Quote

Trailer & 
Towbar 
specialists 
since 1997. 
Local High 
Quality Service.

Find us at Unit 60, Find us at Unit 60, 
M1 Commerce Park, 
Markham Lane, 
Chesterfield

Accessories Shop now 
doing legal number plates 

Tel: 01246 768894
Please say Focus when calling advert

Nottinghamshire Blood Bikes Charity delivered 
almost 30,000 products for Nottingham University 
Hospitals (NUH) resulting in a total saving of 
£14,953 for the Trust in 2018.

Nottinghamshire Blood Bikes is a charity run 
entirely by unpaid volunteers and they provide an 
out-of-hours emergency transport service to the 
NHS, delivering blood units, samples and other 
urgent medical items between hospitals.

In December alone, the Blood Bikes Charity 
travelled a record breaking 3,921 miles on 94 jobs, 
making a total saving of £2,213 for NUH. Operating 
from 7pm to 6am Monday to Friday, the highly-
trained volunteers ensure much needed blood unit 
supplies are delivered between hospitals.

Jilean Bowskill, Pathology General Manager, 
said: “Nottinghamshire Blood Bikes have been 
providing an excellent service to NUH by delivering 
large amounts of samples for Pathology. They have 
travelled an impressive 9,199 miles with samples on 
board, in 2018.

“This service ensures that important samples, 

blood units and emergency required blood can be 
delivered out of hours in an efficient and timely 
way. We would like to thank Nottinghamshire Blood 
Bikes for their work and the service they provide to 
support the care for our patients, out of hours and 
during emergency needs.”

A frequent caller who rang 
for an ambulance 344 times 
in six months has appeared 
in court. Thomas Exhall, 
from Mansfield Woodhouse, 
made the calls to 999 and 
111 between 1 December 
2017 and 29 April 2018; his 
actions cost the NHS a total 
of £24,883. 

Exhall was usually in-
toxicated when he rang, and 
often verbally abused the 
999 call handlers and ambu-
lance crews. If he was taken 
to hospital he would often 
discharge himself before 
being seen then go home 
and call again. 

Exhall appeared at Mans-
field Magistrates’ Court on 

Monday 14 January where 
he denied both making 
the calls and his abusive 
behaviour. 

Another frequent caller, 
Victoria Cross, was pros-
ecuted recently for making 
more than 200 fake calls in 
just over two weeks. 

Cross, from Moira, near 
Swadlincote, made the 
calls between Christmas 
and New Year and freely 
admitted in calls that she 
was ringing because she 
was “bored and didn’t care 
about anyone else”. 

When she realised her 
number had been blocked 
by the emergency ser-
vices, she bought different 

sim cards for her mobile 
phone so that she could 
continue to make calls.  

Deborah Powell, Frequent 
Caller Lead for EMAS, said: 
“We are pleased that we 
have had two successful 
prosecutions after a lot of 
hard work.  We would urge 
people again to make the 
right 999 call and only 
phone us in a life-threaten-
ing emergency. 

“Our staff come to work to 
save lives and help people, 
not to be abused. We will 
continue to work with police 
to prosecute those who mis-
use our service to ensure 
that the support is there for 
those who need it in a real 
medical emergency.” 

Remember to think be-
fore you dial. 

Think Before You Dial 

ONLINE...........nottsinfocus.co.uk

FACEBOOK............../nottsinfocus

TWITTER................@nottsinfocus 

INSTAGRAM.................../nottsinfocus

PHONE..........................01159 313879

SALES.........sales@nottsinfocus.co.uk

CALL 01159 313879 n 69a Main St, Burton Joyce NG14 5ED

NottinghamshireinFOCUS

careers that children were 
interested in. We did a lot 
of work during the day 
on children’s hopes, and 
we took lots of photos as 
a record so we can keep 
referring back to today as 
we help the children to 
dream big and aim high.”

Pupils came dressed 
as astronauts, bakers, 
vets, teachers, engineers 
and carpenters and 
artists – to name just a 
few. Year 4 pupil Aaron 
Windybank dreams of 
working for Notting-
ham’s Games Work-
shop, who are miniature 
model wargaming 
manufacturers. “I really 
like painting and mak-
ing things and would 
really like to work in 
their company.” Fellow 
pupil Max Henshaw 
(FS2) came dressed as a 
noble Knight. “Knights 
catch the bad guys and 
dragons and do good!”  

Year 6 pupil Zikaine 
Fawzi-McCaffry, is 
already a fantastic 
gymnast and says that 
it is his dream to con-
tinue into a professional 
career. “I train in West 
Bridgford and started 
doing gymnastics when 
I was five years old. 
In November I went to 
the National Finals and 
came third overall and 
afterwards I received 
a letter asking me to 
attend trials for the GB 
Squad.” Zikane’s hard 
work has now paid off 
and he has been in-
formed he made the GB 
Squad, well on the way 
to his dream job!

FROM THE COVER 
An Antidote to ‘Blue Monday’ LOCAL CHARITY DELIVER VITAL SUPPLIES   



3 E: editorial@nottsinfocus.co.uk n Tel: 01159 313879 NottinghamshireinFOCUS

Nottingham Business Improve-
ment District (BID) has purchased 
four defibrillators that are in the 
process of being installed at stra-
tegically placed locations around 
Nottingham city centre to ensure 
that they are accessible 24/7.

The chosen locations for the 
defibrillators are on the outside of 
the following buildings: Central 
Police Station –  Byron House 
at the top of Maid Marian Way; 
St James Hotel/Crafty Crow on 
Standard Hill, close to Notting-
ham Castle; Primark on Long 
Row and the Kean’s Head on St 
Mary’s Gate in the Lace Market.

“We heard on the news that 
someone was struggling to find a 
defibrillator in the city centre so 
decided to do something about 
it,” said Richard Johal, a direc-
tor of Nottingham BID.  “We 
approached East Midlands Am-

bulance Service (EMAS) and 
they agreed that the city centre 
would benefit from having some 
defibrillators that are readily ac-
cessible.  In conjunction with 
EMAS we sourced the defibrilla-
tors and then worked with them 
and Nottingham City Council to 
find suitable locations. Although 
they are easy to use, we will be 

working with EMAS to organ-
ise some training on how to use 
them for people including our 
own team of street ambassadors 
and members. We are also look-
ing into how we can make Not-
tingham, the first heart safe city 
in the region.”

Mick Barnett-Connolly, head of 
community response, collabora-
tion and engagement at East Mid-
lands Ambulance Service said:  
“We are really pleased to have 
supported Nottingham Business 
Improvement District with the 
placement and sourcing of these 
devices. 

“The more readily available de-
fibrillators are, alongside people 
willing to act in an emergency, 
will undoubtedly lead to im-
proved survival rates for patients 
suffering out of hospital cardiac 
arrests.” 

A team of volunteers 
from Smiths News and 
Tuffnells walked the 
streets of Nottingham 
on 15 January to give 
out winter clothes and 
sleeping bags which 
have been donated by 
their colleagues and 
Nottingham locals. 
The team also gave 
out hot drinks and 60 
care packages which 
included key essential 
items such as socks, 
gloves and snacks.

Pass It On is a 
charitable activity 
which is now in its 
third year. It was 
founded to help and 
support homeless and 
vulnerable people and 
has raised over £20,000 
and helped in excess of 
3000 homeless people 
nationally.

Rachael Stewart-
Davis, who works for 
the company said: 
“The evening was 
a great opportunity 
to get out and about 

Saving Lives in the City
“Although they are 

easy to use, we will be 
working with EMAS to 
organise some training 

on how to use them 
for people including 

our own team of street 
ambassadors and 

members.”

‘PASS 
IT ON’

on the streets of 
Nottingham and help 
those in need, and 
it was wonderful to 
see so many people 
benefit from warm 
clothing and a hot 
cup of coffee. It was 
a reminder that we 
can all do a little bit 
to help those who 
are homeless or 
vulnerable, and if we 
work together the 
difference we make 
can be huge.”

Rachael Stewart-Davis 
and other volunteers 
in Nottingham

Have you ever fancied being a 
Mansfield District Councillor? Or even 
Executive Mayor? This year will see 
elections for both and you can find 
out what life is like for a councillor 
at an information event at the Civic 
Centre on Thursday 7 February at 
6pm. See the full story on page 9.

What Is It Like 
to be a Councillor?



4                      E: editorial@nottsinfocus.co.uk n Tel: 01159 313879NottinghamshireinFOCUS

Fun 
Filled 
Plans 
for 2019
Nottingham Business 
Improvement District 
(BID) has just finalised 
its plans for 2019 which 
sees it delivering many 
projects throughout the 
year and working in 
partnership with other 
organisations to support 
initiatives for the city.

January has seen the 
return of Nottingham 
BID’s highly successful 
Wellness Week – an 
initiative designed to 
improve the mental and 
physical wellbeing of 
people that work for BID 
members.

In February it will be 
supporting two events 
that will take place in 
the city centre. The first 
of these is the UK Young 
Artists City Takeover 
of Nottingham when 
artists from 25 countries 
will be coming to 
Nottingham for six days 
to exhibit their work. 

In the spring, the 
BID will once again be 
organising the It’s in 
Nottingham Home and 
Living campaign and its 
annual Fashion initiative. 
For the first time ever it 
will be organising a Big 
Spring Clean of the city 
and a Cask Ale Week.

In the summer 
months there will be 
the popular Big Lunch, 
a scheme designed to 
encourage people who 
work in the city, to eat 
out at lunch time and the 
Independents campaign 
will once again return 
to showcase the great 
range of businesses in 
the city. 

Commenting on 
Nottingham BID’s 
plans for 2019, the 
organisation’s chairman, 
Jeff Allen said:

“Last year was a busy 
year. We successfully 
delivered more projects 
than ever and we will 
be looking to build on 
this in 2019, repeating 
and enhancing those 
that worked well as well 
as adding new ones to 
our calendar such as a 
Coffee Week, Cask Ale 
Week and a Big Spring 
Clean.”

“We will be working 
in partnership with 
other organisations that 
are delivering initiatives 
we believe will benefit 
the city and our 
members, to support 
them in whatever way 
we can.”

The equipment consists of a huge 
climbing frame called a Crinkle 
Crags Climber and a Primary 
Trim Trail, complimenting the 
school’s existing outdoor exercise 
equipment.

Pupil Jack Ward, (age 9) was 
one of the first children to use the 
equipment on the day it was opened 
to pupils. He said, “It is really fun 
to play on and will make playtime 
much better. I really like the trim 
trail best and think that will be my 
favourite. I feel lucky that we have 
this equipment because not every 
school can afford it, so we are the 
lucky ones!”

Greg Rossiter is from Pentagon 
Play, the outdoor learning 
environment specialists who 
installed the equipment. He said, 
“This is one of the largest open 
spaces for a school that we have 
worked on, and when we first came, 
it lacked interest for pupils.

“We are passionate about what 
we build and believe it can change 
the lives of the children using it. 
Children need a break from being 
inside, and because of the nature 
of the equipment, it addresses their 
physical development. It has been a 
great project and working with this 
school has been amazing.” 

Robin Hood Energy has been voted 
the second best energy company for 
customer satisfaction in the country. 

Which? Annual satisfaction Sur-
vey spoke to 8,000 people across the 
UK about their provider and the im-
portance of value for money, excel-
lent customer service and accurate 
billing to customers.

Robin Hood Energy not only beat 
the big six energy companies for sat-
isfaction, but they came second only 
to Octopus Energy and share the sec-
ond placed spot with So Energy. 

Robin Hood Energy, along with 
its other brands, supplies more than 

125,000 homes, was rated as good or 
excellent value for money, customer 
services, and bill accuracy by over 
78% of those questioned. 

Gail Scholes, CEO at Robin 
Hood Energy said: “We listened to 
customers and have worked hard 
to make sure our customers get the 
best service they can. We’ve really 
focused on our customer experience 
over the last year and worked to 
improve our scores by in-
creasing staff numbers, fo-
cusing on training, process 
improvement and improv-
ing our online experience.”

“Nottinghamshire is illuminating the darkness this February with a calendar 
of events filled with love, light and vibrant colour.” 

See Love, Light and Lunar Festivities This February on page 15.

Exciting Playground 
Additions for Local 
Primary School 

Children on the Crinkle Crags Climber.

Leamington Primary School children 
on the new Primary Trim Trail.

Leamington Primary & Nursery School in Sutton in 
Ashfield has installed new, state-of-the-art play-
ground equipment to the great delight of pupils.

Local Provider 
Named One of 
Country’s Best 

Do you have a story 
to tell? Call us on 

01159 313879
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FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
www.worldofmowers.co.uk

0115 920 0099
World of Mowers  . Criftin Enterprise Centre  . Unit 8  . Oxton Road  . Epperstone  . Nottingham  . NG14 6AT

Swift 40V Battery Long 
Pole Hedge Trimmer with 

Battery and Charger 
EB918D2

£169.99

Swift 40v Battery Blower 
with Battery and Charger

  £99.99

Swift 40v Battery 
Chainsaw with Battery 

and Charger

£149.99

10% OFFall Swift battery machines until end February

Swift 40V Battery Long 
Pole Pruning Saw
with Battery and 

Charger EB608D2

                 £169.99

Swift 40v Battery Hedge 
Trimmer with Battery 

and Charger

£129.99

Swift 40v 
Wide Lithium 
Battery 37cm 
Lawn Mower Kit 
EB137CD2 

£219.99

Swift 40v Compact 
Lithium Battery 
32cm Lawn Mower 
Kit EB132C2 

£169.99

Swift 40v Battery Fits all Swift tools:  
Mowers, Blower, Hedge Trimmer, 
Grass Trimmer, Chainsaw



6                      E: editorial@nottsinfocus.co.uk n Tel: 01159 313879NottinghamshireinFOCUS

A GUIDE TO MAKING 
GARDENS WILDLIFE 
FRIENDLY
As part of its partnership with the RSPB, Barratt Homes North 
Midlands has published a new consumer guide to making your 
garden wildlife friendly in Nottinghamshire.

It has been written by wildlife experts from the RSPB and is 
packed with handy hints and top tips on how to boost the 

wildlife in your garden.
The guide, called “Bringing Your Garden to Life,” 

is available for free download from the developer’s 
websites. It gives guidance on the basics of creating a 

wildlife garden such as providing food and water, making 
sure wildlife can move between gardens and giving shelter so that 
animals can stay safe and raise their young. 

With 60% of wildlife species in the UK in decline over the past 
50 years, and with 31% declining strongly, we all need to play our 
part to halt and reverse this trend. 

The guide gives you an example of how a simple 
wildlife friendly garden could look. It contains features 

such as a deadwood pile, hedgehog highway, bat 
and bird boxes together with 
a hiding place, and drought 

garden – really important in the 
summer weather.
Mike Clarke, the RSPB’s chief 

executive, said: “Our gardens can 
be wonderful places to relax 
and escape the world, and with 
a little thought and effort 
they can play a vital role in 
providing a much needed 

haven for wildlife. This is 
important because nature 

needs our gardens as once 
familiar species are being seen 

and heard less in our towns and 
countryside. However, we can 

all make a difference, and this 
free guide is an excellent place 
to start for getting some ideas 
about what you can do in your 
garden to help nature and 
enjoy the benefits from birds 
and other animals visiting 
throughout the year.”

The winter months can be a difficult time to stay fit 
and active – especially if you’re used to exercising 
outdoors. And if your daily workout consists of 
cycling to work, the cold, wet weather can be off 
putting no matter how good your intentions.

But you needn’t put your bike away until the 
summer months. Tom Bell, realbuzz’s cycling 
expert has revealed his top tips in braving the 
elements.

Suitable Tyres and Brakes
When cycling on wet and icy surfaces it is 
important that your tyres and brakes are in 
working order if you want to stay safe on the 
roads. Rain can affect the grip of tyres which 
means you’ll need to make a conscious effort to 
slow down, but it might also be worth in investing in 
a set of heavier tyres with a greater grip. 
If you are using rim brakes, it’s important to check 
your brake pads before you set out as they will wear 
out far quicker when wet. 

Stay Visible
In heavy rain, visibility can be poor, not only for 
you as water runs into your eyes or your glasses 
get covered in spray, but for other motorists on 
the road too. The best way to solve this problem 
is to ensure you have working lights on your 
bike, wear hi-viz clothing and a waterproof cap 
underneath your helmet.  

Dress Smart
It’s so important to make sure you’re 
wearing the right gear when cycling in 
temperamental weather. Downpours can 
leave you soaked and combined with the 
cold will make you more susceptible 
to illness, so make sure you invest in 
decent, cycling specific wet weather 
clothing to make your riding as 

comfortable as possible. Photo: Brett Sayles, Pexels
The RSPB Elegance

insect habitat.

Stay Safe 
Cycling in 
the Cold
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Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust is 
delighted to reveal the hard work 
going on at Gresham Marshes behind 
the scenes, to rejuvenate a Rushcliffe 
nature reserve.

Gresham Marsh is a nature reserve 
located off Wilford Lane, West 
Bridgford owned by the Environment 
Agency. During the autumn, a 
group of enthusiastic volunteers, as 
part of an organised collaboration 
between the Environment Agency, 
Rushcliffe Borough Council and 
Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust, got 
stuck in. The work included raking 
up the arisings following the mowing 
of the meadow by contractors, repair 
of the boardwalk and the ubiquitous 
litter pick.

One historic field pond was 
restored and seven new ponds of 
various sizes were excavated. The 
site is thought to support woodcock 
and water rail and the additional open 

water habitat created will benefit 
wading and wetland bird species. 
The works will also be beneficial for 
amphibians such as frogs and toads 
and invertebrates like dragonflies.

Ben Driver, Conservation Officer 
at Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust 
stated, “We are hoping that all the 
hard work in conjunction with the 
agreed management plan for the site 
will assist in obtaining Local Nature 
Reserve (LNR) status later this year.”

How You Can Get Involved
For more information about the next 
work party on Sunday 17 February 
contact Ben Driver via email 
bdriver@nottswt.co.uk. The group 
will meet at 10am for tasks including 
litter picking, dead hedging and 
pruning, as well as scrub clearance. 
No experience is necessary as 
guidance will be provided but an 
enthusiasm is a must!

A NEW LOCAL NATURE RESERVE 

Gresham Marsh pond after 
conservation ground works 
have been carried out

Gresham Marsh 
pond before the 
work carried out

Gresham Marsh 
Photo: Sarah Hill

Collecting the arisings 
after mowing the meadow

What Is It 
Like to be a 
Councillor?
Have you ever fancied being a Mansfield 
District Councillor? Or even Executive 
Mayor? 

This year will see elections for both 
and you can find out what life is like for a 
councillor at an information event at the 
Civic Centre on Thursday 7 February at 
6pm.

The council and mayoral elections 
are held every four years and this year’s 
vote will be on Thursday 2 May. Among 
those who will be standing for re-election 
will be the current Independent Forum 
councillor for Sandhurst ward, Dave 
Saunders, who is also in the Cabinet as 
Portfolio Holder for Regeneration and 
Growth. 

He said: “Being a councillor is very 
rewarding. You get to help people. I like 
to give them advice and support them. I 
have always been known for having an 
opinion on most things and never being 
afraid of saying what I believe.”

Leader of the Labour group, Councillor 
Sonya Ward, who represents Bull Farm and 
Pleasley ward, will also be standing for 
re-election.

She said: “My background is in youth 
work so most of my work has focused on 
making a difference so it made sense to 
try to do that by being a councillor. It’s 
about meeting people and finding out 
what they want and working alongside 
them to affect change.”

The deadline for submitting 
nominations to stand for these elections is 
4pm on Wednesday 3 April.

For more information, email Democratic 
Services Manager Mark Pemberton on 
mpemberton@mansfield.gov.uk or call 
01623 463301.  

NEWS in brief...

Nine New Jobs for 
Nottingham Marketing 
Company
Nottingham based firm Shortlist Marketing 
are on the hunt for nine new recruits thanks to 
their rapid expansion with clients both in the 
UK and overseas. Shortlist Marketing is a B2B 
telemarketing and lead generation agency who 
create innovative campaigns for a range of clients, 
with telephone being at the heart of everything 
they do.

Shortlist’s Managing Director, Phil 
Richardson, explained that their recent expansion 
has demanded they accelerate their recruitment: 
“More and more businesses are looking for a 
personal, human touch to their marketing and 
that’s exactly what we deliver. Real people 
talking to real people.”

As long-time employee Howard points out: 
“Although my job is to speak to people it’s 
not the mass dialing that people think of, what 
we do is follow up marketing qualification by 
simply picking up the phone. Realistically if 
you enjoy talking with people then this is a great 
opportunity!”

For more information or to apply for a 
position, email info@shortlistmarketing.co.uk. 

Free Wi-Fi for Local 
Town Centres
Visitors to Kimberley and Eastwood Town 
Centres may soon benefit from free Wi-Fi, if 
Broxtowe Borough Council’s Jobs and Economy 
Committee approves proposals to install town 
centre Wi-Fi when it meets.

The Jobs and Economy Committee will meet 
on 31 January to discuss the proposals and decide 
whether to invest around £30,000 in the project.

If agreed, the Wi-Fi could help support 
businesses in the town centres to work better 
and encourage shoppers to stay in the towns for 
longer, particularly in Kimberley where there is 
poor mobile/4G signal.

Free town centre Wi-Fi has been available 
in Stapleford since May 2017 to help revitalise 
the area and draw in more visitors, with over 
16,000 connections per month. The Council is 
able to share this information and key trends with 
existing businesses and new ones enquiring about 
available units and the benefits of Stapleford 
as a location. The Wi-Fi, together with footfall 
counters has also enabled the Council to 
understand trends and changes in the town centre.

Nottingham in Its Element
The International year of the Periodic Table 
launched on 29 January in Paris and the 
University of Nottingham has revealed some 
exciting plans to celebrate this scientific 
milestone, including creating a Nottingham 
Periodic table featuring landmarks, sayings and 
people from the city.

The idea was sparked by Sir Martyn Poliakoff 
from the University of Nottingham, he says: 
“Dmitrii Mendeleev’s first publication of his 
Periodic Table was in 1869 and, a couple of 
years ago I casually suggested that the 150th 
anniversary might be a good opportunity for a 
global celebration of chemistry. The idea caught 
people’s imagination and a bottom-up push was 
enough to ignite widespread enthusiasm and, with 
much effort from a number of people the idea 
became a reality.”

The University is creating a Nottingham 
version of the Periodic Table, and is asking 
people to help by providing their suggestions of 
Nottingham related replacements for the chemical 
elements. For example Fr – Friar Tuck, Pa – Paul 
Smith, Eu – ‘Ey Up Mi Duck’. It will be unveiled 
at this year’s Wonder event on 15 June. Submit 
your suggestion at www.nottingham.ac.uk.  
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our 1st Birthday Open Day 

in March 2019!

For all Out of Hours please call 01636 812133

Southwell
Minster

Veterinary
Centre

Burton Joyce 0115 9312986

Calverton 0115 9656341
Newark 01636 612906
Southwell 01636 812133

Fernwood 01636 708892

o  Small animal practices in Southwell & Newark  
     with on site theatres and full range of diagnostic 
     facilities with on-site parking.
o Small Animal Branches in Calverton, Fernwood,    
     and NOW BURTON JOYCE.
o Dedicated Equine Vets with a full range of
         portable diagnostic and dental equipment. 
o Our knowledgeable farm animal vets
     offer a full range of herd health
     and fertility services.

24 HOUR VETERINARY COVER
Seeing OUR Vets at OUR Practices

Please call us for a friendly, efficient service with knowledgeable & approachable staff              
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Clothing Alterations Service
Ladies & Gents Trousers, Dresses, Jackets etc...

Please visit us at
Barnes Wallis House, 

Barker Gate, Ilkeston, DE7 8DS

Just 2 minutes walk from Tesco

A new report has 
confirmed that 
Nottinghamshire is 
amongst the best places 
in the country for 
superfast broadband.

Councillor Kay 
Cutts MBE, Leader of 
Nottinghamshire County 
Council, has welcomed 
the broadbandchoices.
co.uk study, which 
found that residents and 
businesses in the county 
have the second highest 
download speeds in 
the country. She says 
the availability of 
good quality, superfast 
broadband remains 
key if job creation 
and economic growth 
ambitions are to be 
realised.

Using the latest 
OFCOM data compiled 
by the County Councils 
Network, the new 
report shows that the 
average download speed 
in Nottinghamshire is 
54.4Mbps, compared to 
an average for English 
counties of 37.65 Mbps.

Thinkbroadband.
com, which compares 

Follow us on TWITTER @nottsinfocus or like us on FACEBOOK /nottsinfocus

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CALL 01159 313879

County Council Leader, Kay Cutts (left) is pictured at the launch of 
the Openreach Fibre First programme in Nottinghamshire, joining 
together two of the first pieces of fibre that will deliver ultrafast 
services. Also pictured are Openreach’s managing director, Kim 
Mears and Openreach fibre engineer, Reese Orton.

Nottinghamshire: National Leader 
for Superfast Broadband
the availability of 
superfast broadband in 
every district, county 
and region of the UK, 
shows that people living 
in Nottinghamshire 
are more likely to be 
able to access superfast 

broadband than in any 
other shire county in the 
country.

Councillor Cutts 
said: “The internet 
has revolutionised the 
way we do business, 
keep in contact with 

friends, use services, 
access entertainment 
and store data. Having 
fast, reliable broadband 
is now viewed on a par 
with access to a water, 
gas and electricity 
supply.” 

Mansfield District Council’s element of Council 
Tax has been frozen for the ninth consecutive year 
as councillors approved the 2019/20 budget at a 
meeting on Wednesday 23 January.

An amendment from the Labour group to 
increase Council Tax by 2.7% - an increase of 
£4.99 a year for those in Band D properties - was 
lost with 19 votes against the amendment and 14 
in favour of it. The original proposal to freeze 
Council Tax was then passed with 18 votes in 
favour and 15 votes against. 

Councillor Roger Sutcliffe said: “We are pleased 

that the council’s will was to agree the budget for 
2019/20. Whilst there was appreciation from all that 
there are significant challenges facing the authority 
from cuts to government funding, we have continued 
to vote for no increase in Council Tax.” 

The Council Tax freeze means that Band D 
properties in the district will continue to pay £184.72 
a year for Mansfield District Council’s services. This 
does not include contributions to Nottinghamshire 
County Council, Police, Fire Service and, for Warsop 
residents, Warsop Parish Council. The total Council 
Tax bill will be confirmed on 5 March.

No Rise in Mansfield’s Council Tax
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The Boundary, Gorse Lane, 
Grantham NG31 7UE

Top prices paid for 
scrap cars and motorcycles 
including many prestige 
and exotic vehicles.
OOver 150 vehicles dismantled 
a week, including over 2000 
motorcycles and scooters.
Also importers of 
new body panels, bumpers, 
headlights, radiators, 
windscreens and towbars.
OOver 150 repairable 
salvage in stock.
Opening hours: 
Mon - Thurs 8am - 6pm
Fri 8am - 5.30pm 
Sat 8am - 2pm

tel: 01476 563 756 
email: paemail: parts@traynors.co.uk
www.traynors.co.uk
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Linda
Lancashire

07764 466381
01773 762675

E: contact@lindalancashire.co.uk

www.lindalancashire.co.uk

British Gypsum employee, David Hall, who runs the 
company’s East Leake Technical Academy, has seen 
his hard work in training plasterers recognised with a 
lifetime achievement honour from an industry trade 
body which began back in the 1500s.

David has been awarded The Lifetime 
Contribution to Training Award at this year’s 
Plaisterers Training Awards. The Awards, run by 
the Worshipful Company of Plaisterers, recognise 
the highest standards of achievement in training and 
education within the UK plastering trade.

Since joining British Gypsum nearly 30 years 
ago (March 1989), David has worked tirelessly to 
improve training for plasterers through the network 
of Technical Academies.

Most recently David worked in close collaboration 
with the Federation of Master Builders’ (FMB) to 
help shape the new three-year Plasterer Trailblazer 
Apprenticeships. 

East Leake-based David Kehoe, British Gypsum’s 
Technical Support Representative who nominated 
his mentor David for the honour, said: “Since I have 
known him, David has worked tirelessly to forward 
the training agenda from both a professional and 
personal perspective and has had massive influence in 
shaping the face of the industry, particularly in recent 
years as we work at addressing the current skills gap.”

Local Plastering 
Expert Wins 
Lifetime Award  

Hospital Hero 
Nominated for 
National Award  

Sherwood Forest Hospitals is proud to announce that 
a member of its Nottinghamshire Health Informatics 
Service (NHIS) IT team has been nominated for a 
national ‘Unsung Hero’ Award. 

NHIS Second Line Engineer, Pete Fox, has been 
nominated for the ‘Every Day Hero’ award, which 
celebrates the hard work of non-medical NHS staff 
within four different disciplines including: Admin 
and Clerical, Ancillary, Corporate Functions and IT.

Pete said: “I feel honoured to have been recognised 
for this award. I really enjoy helping staff at 
Sherwood Forest Hospitals by making sure that they 
have the right technology to do their jobs efficiently. 
The support I get from other NHIS colleagues and 
the friendly culture at Sherwood Forest Hospitals just 
makes my job all the more easier and enjoyable. I 
wasn’t expecting to be nominated for an award, as to 
me I just get on and do my job and help people when 
they need it, but obviously people feel that I go above 
and beyond, which is quite humbling.” 

The awards are split across 18 different awards 
across the categories, with the winners being 
announced at an awards ceremony held at The Hilton, 
Manchester on 1 March 2019.

Hefty fines, criminal investigations, consumer backlash and job losses hit the 
business headlines in 2018.  Who is responsible for these failings and how were 
they allowed to happen? Read Top Tips for a Business Brain on page 23.
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CROSSWORD
ACROSS DOWN

CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ANSWERS ACROSS 1 Light 4 Swallow 9 Exit 10 Award 11 Patron 12 Train 14 Piggy 15 Leaf 16 Altitude 17 Warren 19 Tree 22 Wealthy 24 Cod 26 Perch 27 Smile 29 Dandelion 32 Divorce 35 Talking 37 Deckchair 39 Teens 41 Prang 43 Pie 44 Fantasy 47 Cold 48 Sketch 51 Frequent 52 Rice 54 Snake 55 Rolls 56 Lovers 57 Habit 58 Sole 59 Haircut 60 Sunny

ANSWERS DOWN 1 Leave 2 Giraffe 3 Tentacle 4 Straight 5 Artfully 6 Window 7 Pamper 8 Dragon 13 American 18 Ear 20 Ram 21 Cheer 22 Wedding 23 Lid 25 Dad 26 Poverty 28 Idol 30 Lie 31 Oak 33 Rope 34 Stops 36 Gap 37 Dreadful 38 Hat 40 Nil 42 Ark 44 Forensic 45 Naturist 46 Skittles 47 Caravan 48 Sandal 49 Twenty 50 Hearth 53 Curry

 See below for answers

1 2 3 4 5
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15
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16

22 23 24

12 13
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32
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34

35 36 37 38

41 42 43 44 45 46

48 49 50

51

39 40

47

52 53

56

60

58

59

55

54

57

33

grid C

1 Holidays from duty (5)
2 Tallest living animal (7)
3 Sea anemone
   appendage (8)
4 Legitimate and on the
level (8)
5 Cunningly (8)
6 Gap in a schedule (6)
7 Spoil and cosset (6)
8 Domineering woman (6)
13 Yankee (8)
18 Hearing organ (3)
20 Male sheep (3)
21 Shout of approval (5)
22 Marriage ceremony (7)
23 Jar top (3)
25 Father (3)
26 Below the breadline (7)
28 Sacred icon (4)

1 Lamp or candle (5)
4 Gulp or bird (7)
9 Depart (4)
10 Sports trophy (5)
11 Sponsor of the arts (6)
12 Exercise and pump
     iron (5)
14 Young porker (5)
15 Plant frond or needle (4)
16 Height of aircraft’s 
     flight path (8)
17 Maze of burrows (6)
19 Beech or birch (4)
22 Very rich (7)
24 Fish eaten with chips (3)
26 Roosting branch (5)
27 Beaming grin (5)
29 Gaudy yellow weed with
     fluffy seedhead (9)

32 End of marriage (7)
35 Chattering (7)
37 Folding beach seat (9)
39 Thirteen to nineteen (5)
41 Vehicle crash (5)
43 Pastry-covered dish (3)
44 Pie in the sky notion (7)
47 Almost freezing (4)
48 Rough drawing (6)
51 Habitual or often (8)
52 Paddy-field grain (4)
54 Limbless reptile (5)
55 Buns and baps (5)
56 Romantic partners (6)
57 Garb worn by nuns (5)
58 Underside of shoe (4)
59 Short back and sides (7)
60 Cloudless or cheery (5)

30 Fib and deceive (3)
31 Acorn-bearing tree (3)
33 Stout twine (4)
34 Ceases to work (5)
36 Generation difference (3)
37 Awful (8)
38 Fez or bonnet (3)
40 No score (3)
42 Noah’s boat (3)
44 Scientific or . . . . . . . .
      evidence (8)
45 A nudist (8)
46 Bowling alley game (8)
47 Mobile home (7)
48 Strappy shoe (6)
49 Twice ten (6)
50 The fireside (6)
53 Korma or vindaloo (5)
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Entries Now Open 
Entries are now invited 
for the coveted Institute 
of Directors (IoD) East 
Midlands Director of the 
Year awards 2019.

Leicestershire 
businessman Shahid 
Sheikh OBE, Managing 
Director of Clifton 
Packaging Group won 
the East Midlands award 
in 2018, along with 
other regional awards for 
Inclusivity and Innovation.

Ron Lynch, IoD East Midlands Regional 
Director, commented: “Today’s challenging 
market-place demands leaders who are both 
entrepreneurial and resilient. These awards 
recognise excellence on the part of directors in 
the East Midlands.”

Entries for the 12 categories of awards can 
be made online via www.iodawards.com/
eastmidlands. The closing date for entries is 
April 12. Nominations are accepted from IoD 
Members and non-members. The East Midlands 
awards ceremony will take place at a lunch 
on Friday 21 June.  Category winners will be 
selected for the IoD’s national finals later in 
the year. The award categories for 2019 IoD 
Director of the Year are:
• Corporate Social Responsibility Director
• Family Business Director
• Inclusivity Director    
•   Innovation Director
• International Director
• Non-Executive Director
• Public Sector Director
• Third Sector  
•  Start Up Director
• Young Director
• Small-Medium Business Director  
 (below £50million turnover)
• Large Business Director 
 (£50million+turnover)

NEWS in brief... January can be rather 
a grim month for 
many, but thankfully 
Nottinghamshire 
is illuminating the 
darkness this February 
with a calendar of 
events filled with love, 
light and vibrant colour.

Chinese New 
Year Celebrations 
at Old Market 
Square, 
Saturday 2 Feb
Nottingham invites 
you to celebrate 2019 
– Chinese year of the 
pig. See and try out 
traditional Chinese 
activities, including 
arts and crafts, music 
and dance including the 
Chinese Dragon Dance, 
as well as the chance to 
try out some authentic 
Chinese foods.

UK Young Artists 
City Takeover, 
Thursday 7 – 
Wednesday 13 Feb
Bringing together 250 
artists from 25 countries 
for a diverse programme 
of free events over the 
course of one week.  
From exhibitions, films, 
gigs and spoken word 
events to exciting instal-
lations, innovative dance 
and performance art. 

Light Night, 
Friday 8 Feb
Light Night 2019 offers 
an orbital journey across 
the City, from Market 
Square to Trinity Square 
and from the canal side 
to the Creative Quarter. 
Discover stunning light 
installations, exciting 
performances and 
parades, live music, 
craft stalls and plenty 
of opportunities to get 
involved at venues open 
after dark across the 
city.

Valentine’s 
Cocktails and 
Crime, Friday 15 
Feb 
A night of killer passion 
at the National Justice 
Museum’s 1940s 
Murder Mystery event, 
this elegant cocktail 
party is set to be a 
wonderful evening 
of fun, funding and 
frivolity until the 
dreaded sound of the air 
raid siren fills the room. 

Love, Light and Lunar 
Festivities This February

Snowdrops at 
Holme Pierrepont 
Hall, Sundays, 
Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays
Hailing the imminent 
arrival of spring and 
offers a spectacular 
scene of white around 
the grounds of Holme 
Pierrepont Hall. The 
arrival of the majestic 
snowdrops is always 
a highly anticipated 
occurrence and will fill 
the grounds of the hall 
again this February.

Night Ride with 
Derbyshire Pony 
Trekking, 
Saturday 16 Feb
Perfect for those who 
are stuck for ideas for 
Valentine’s Day. Why 
not join Derbyshire 
Pony Trekking for a trek 
in the dark? Riders must 
be capable of a walk/trot 
independently and must 
be 13 years or over. 
Come along for a unique 
experience on horseback 
in the dark.

Now seen by over 250,000 people the 
hugely popular hit show, Legends of 
American Country, is set to make its wel-
come Mansfield return on Thursday 7 
February at the Mansfield Palace Theatre 
– and what a night of toe tapping Country 
Music it’s going to be!

The show is enjoying huge success this 
year with over 100 sold out shows at pres-
tigious theatres’ all across the UK and fea-
tures four fantastic singers with Joe Moore, 
James McGarrity, Anthony McBrien and 
Tracey McAuley. They perform the hit 
songs of icons like  Johnny Cash, Dolly 
Parton, Kenny Rogers, Patsy Cline, Tammy 
Wynette  and Don Williams  to name a few, 
in this two hour Country extravaganza that 
will take you toe-tapping to  Nashville 
and back in 
one night! 

Call in 
to see the 
friendly Box 
Office team or 
ring them on 
01623 633133 
during opening 
hours. Alterna-
tively, you can 
book online 
24/7 at www.
mansfieldpal-
ace.co.uk.  

Mansfield Set 
for Legendary 
Country Show!

For more information about these or other 
upcoming events please visit the website:
www.visit-nottinghamshire.co.uk/
whats-on #lovenotts

Website to Help 
the Homeless
A new website launched last month in 
Mansfield to support the homeless is already 
delivering positive results. The site, www.
mansfieldstreetsupport.co.uk, went live on 16 
December and so far, 648 people have used it 
and 1,737 pages have been viewed. 

Councillor Barry Answer, Portfolio Holder 
for Housing at Mansfield District Council, 
said: “The website is proving a very useful tool 
in the way we manage support for our street 
community.

“It is usually Christmas that provides a focus 
for people to offer support for the organisations 
that help rough sleepers but actually 
volunteering and donations are needed all year 
round. Check out what each organisation here 
is appealing for before giving money to people 
begging in the street.”

The most popular pages on the street support 
website are the contact pages and pages that detail 
how people can help by donating time, money, 
food and clothing. There is now a new section 
listing the specific needs of individual soup 
kitchens and help groups. 

The street support initiative is led by 
Mansfield District Council in partnership with 
Nottinghamshire Police, Framework and backed 
by the Mansfield Homeless Network and the town 
centre Business Improvement District (BID).  
As well as raising awareness of local charities 
and groups, www.mansfieldstreetsupport.co.uk, 

signposts where rough 
sleepers and homeless 
people kind find support 
and has a direct link to the 
street outreach workers. If 
you are concerned about 
someone who appears to 
be rough sleeping in your 
neighbourhood, contact 
the outreach team on 0800 
0665356 or text SOTS to 
80800 followed by your 
message.

Image from 
the new website

Ron Lynch, IoD 
East Midlands 
Regional Director
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Valentines

Movie Marathon
Everyone loves a good binge watch, from Disney 
films and rom coms to thrillers and action packed 
sci-fi films, there’s a genre for everyone. Sign in to 
Netflix or whip out the good old DVDs and relive 
some of the best films ever. Share all-time classic 
movies cuddled up on the sofa all day with blankets 
and your favourite snacks, perfect for lazy days. 

Game Night 
Do you have a competitive streak? If board games 
are your expertise or you prefer to get up and get 
active, game night is still the ideal night in for any 
couple. From more physical games like Twister, 

Just Dance and Karaoke that are bound to get you 
up and laughing, to brain teasing board games 
like chess, Cluedo or Monopoly - this cheap yet 
thrilling night in is bound to please even the most 
lazy of people. 

Cooking Up a Storm 
Conjure up some new creations in the kitchen, 
it doesn’t matter if you’re a Michelin star chef 
or you struggle making anything but toast, dig 
your cookbooks out of hiding and get messy. You 
could start with something simple, perhaps baking 
cakes or cookies to satisfy your sweet tooth or go 
all out with a divine three course meal to eat by 
candlelight. 

DIVINE DATE IDEAS
Struggling with what to do for a special night with your other half or simply striving 
to save the pennies? These cheap and cheerful dates will introduce some new 
and innovative ideas into your love life without splashing the cash.  



19 E: editorial@nottsinfocus.co.uk n Tel: 01159 313879 NottinghamshireinFOCUS

Valentines
When it comes to looking for love, many of us will 
have tried one or more of the countless online 
dating sites. 

Husband and wife team, Ian and Michele 
Marshall’s introduction agency, Encounters 
Introductions offers an alternative way to meet 
people. 

“We offer a free personal consultation with 
each potential member in their own home. 
This normally lasts about an hour to ensure 
that we can find some really great matches 
for you,” Ian said. “We’ll take some photos 
to capture you at your best and then we 
can go away and prepare your very own 
personalised profile.”

Michele explained, “All our members 
are ID checked and vetted for safety and 
peace of mind. We have a choice of three 
membership levels, and you can even 
freeze your membership for a period if 
you need to.”

The beauty of an introduction 
agency is that you don’t have to spend 
time trawling through profiles. Ian 
and Michele will do all of that for 
you and they’ll send you carefully 
selected profiles that match your 
requirements. 

“An introduction agency is ideal 
for those who had been in a long-term 
relationship and are wanting to find the right person. 
People also come to us, having tried online dating with 
little or no success. We believe that we offer the perfect 
alternative. It’s a safe, successful and exciting way to 
meet a potential partner,” said Ian. 

To celebrate the most romantic month of the year, you 
can save £100 off your membership when you sign up 
during February. Call Ian or Michele on 07487 518099 or 
visit their website at www.encountersintroductions.co.uk. 

Experience Romance 
like No Other 

Celebrated all over 
the world as a day of 
romance, flowers and 
chocolates; fancy dinners 
and cinema dates, 
February 14 is a day of 
love and affection. For 
some people it’s the 
perfect excuse to show 
your other half just how 
much they mean to you, 
so obviously you want 
to find a present that is 
significant and special – 
where do you start?

Wine & Dine  
A traditional choice, 
going out for a meal is 
a lovely way to spend 
quality time together 
over delicious food and 

a little tipple. Especially 
if you both have stressful 
work lives, it allows an 
opportunity to unwind 
for the evening. 

DIY
If you’re on a bit of 
a budget after a tight 
January and are trying 
to save a bit of cash, 
making something 
yourself is a sentimental 
and sure-fire way to 
impress your better half 
– from cards or poems to 
jewellery.  

Sweet Tooth
If your partner enjoys 
a little indulgence, a 
sweet gift is a great idea 

to mark the occasion, 
whether you grab their 
favourite ice cream, 
a box of chocolate or 
perhaps some artisan 
sweets, everyone loves 
a treat! 

Blooming 
Brilliant 
For anyone with a 
romantic streak, flowers 
are a great way to show 
how much you care. 
They smell great, 
add colour to a dull 
day in February 
and are associated 
with being in love. 
Whether you pick 
them up or have 
them delivered, 
it’s a lovely 
gesture, just don’t 
forget to leave a 
loving message on 
the card!

That Perfect Gift for 
That Special Someone 
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Your dream 
wedding day 
should be truly 
magical, a day 
cherished by all 
and one of the 
most memorable 
days of your life – 
so obviously you 
want to plan it to 
perfection. 

First things 
first, you need a 
venue, somewhere 
mesmerising and 
stylish that ticks all 
the boxes for you 
and your partner. 
For a traditional 
and classy vibe, 
opt for a country 
hall, stately home or 
perhaps an outdoor 
ceremony, whereas 
if you’d prefer 
something more 
modern, choose 
an art gallery or 
restaurant – the 
options are endless. 

A colour theme 
is very important to 
decide early on so 
you can shape your 
wedding around it 
including selecting 
decorations, 
bridesmaid dresses 
and what you want 
your guests to wear. 
If you are going to 
implement a dress 
code so your guests 
match your desired 
theme, make sure 
your friends and 
family are aware of 
this when you send 
out your ‘save the 
dates’ so they have 
plenty of time to 
shop around for the 
perfect outfit. 

We all love 
presents, and 
as nice as it is to 
receive a loving, 
thoughtful gift from 
all your nearest 
and dearest – think 
about if there’s 
anything you really 
need, this is the 
perfect opportunity 
to declare your 
wishes. If you 
would prefer 
contributions for 
your honeymoon 
or perhaps new 
ornaments for your 
house, make sure to 
point your guests in 
the right direction 
to avoid any 
unwanted gifting 
nightmares. 

When Awaiting Your Wedding 

We all want our wedding day to be perfect, cherished by all as a day 
full of glorious memories, delicious food and laughter. There are some 
aspects of your wedding you cannot plan; rubbish weather, your maid of 
honour having a bad hair day or the bar running out of prosecco, but for the 
elements you can control, you will want to make them faultless. 

For inspiration for your dream wedding, there are plenty of people you 
can probably turn to, your mother, best friend or even a gaggle of your 
closest work colleagues but you need to make sure you aren’t swayed by 
other people’s visions – make every choice yours! 

Wedding fairs are a fantastic way to explore your options, from colour 
themes and decorations to selecting what type of catering would most 
suit your guests, get a taste of everything at a wedding fair near you. As 
the weather starts to brighten up, wedding fair season will kick off in 
preparation for those stunning spring weddings – don’t miss out. 

The internet is an amazing tool which we 
have at our fingertips and is overloaded 
with plenty of wedding day inspo. 
From big white weddings in a traditional 
church or garden to modern, chic takes on 
the classic ceremony, held in spacious art 
galleries or divine restaurants. 

There are plenty of places in which you 
can gather ideas – start your search for your 
ideal wedding solutions today. 

Inspire Yourself 
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e Secret Garden is located at e Green, Gringley-on-the-Hill, an exquisite Grade 
II listed building set in a secluded area with five acres of beautiful gardens and grounds 

and with breathtaking and uninterrupted south facing views.  Since 2009 we have
provided exclusive venue hire, a stunning location and a personal and

professional service for weddings, christenings, celebrations and corporate events.
We offer a flexible approach to suit your requirements and the vision you have for

your special day and accommodate both large and intimate parties.

WWe are licensed to hold civil ceremonies, therefore hosting full weddings as well
as reception only events on both midweek and weekend dates from May until

September. If you are looking for an unforgettable venue for your
special day then we would love to hear from you!

Tel: 07852 324706

Exclusive Use & Outside Catering 
packages also available for 2019

From gorgeous white weddings 
and christenings to family 
gatherings and afternoon tea, 
your special event always needs 
the perfect backdrop. The Secret 

Garden is a stunning venue 
located at The Green, an exquisite 
Grade II listed building set in a 
secluded area boasting seven acres 
of beautiful gardens and a large 

Follow us on TWITTER @nottsinfocus or like us on FACEBOOK /nottsinfocus

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CALL 01159 313879

The Key to a Magical Day
courtyard – the ideal summer spot. 
The gardens are divided into five 
individual areas, all with a unique 
character and uninterrupted south 
facing views.
The Secret Garden delivers a 
traditional and bespoke service, 
perfectly tailored to your needs for 
a personal and unique experience 
on your big day. With availability 
from May-September inclusive, 
this picturesque location can be 
enjoyed throughout the warmest 
and most beautiful months of the 
year. 
Home to a dedicated team of staff 
who are always happy to help, you 
can relax knowing the preparation 
for your big day is all taken care 
of by professional and friendly 
people. Incorporating the element 
of choice, your day is completely 
your own from the gorgeous 
gardens to the food, music and 
company – each selection is 
carefully made to please you and 
your guests. 
An exclusive experience, the 
venue never holds two events 
on the same day meaning the 
location is all yours, eliminating 
any potential disturbances and 
allowing the staff to focus entirely 
on your happiness during the day. 
With a license to hold civil 
ceremonies, a licensed, fully-
stocked bar and the ability to 
provide a range of in-house 
catering options from posh picnics 
and afternoon tea to ice cream 
carts and hot food, everything you 
could possibly need for a fantastic 
day can be found at this magical 
venue. 
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Welbeck Haa

The Royal Shakespeare 
Company will tour its 
critically acclaimed 
production of Romeo 
and Juliet to the Theatre 
Royal Nottingham from 
Tuesday 19 to Saturday 
23 February 2019.

Eight young 
people from Bluecoat 
Beechdale Academy 
in Bilborough will 
join the professional 
cast in this production. 
Bluecoat Beechdale 
Academy is part of 
the RSC’s Associate 
Schools programme, 
a partnership between 
the RSC and regional 

theatres, including 
the Theatre Royal 
Nottingham. 

Directed by RSC 
Deputy Artistic Director, 
Erica Whyman, the 
production features 
Bally Gill and Karen 
Fishwick in the roles of 
Romeo and Juliet. 

Erica Whyman 
said: “Touring our 
work is at the heart 
of what the RSC is 
about. It gives as many 
people as possible the 
chance to experience 
our productions. The 
RSC’s award-winning 
Matilda The Musical is 

currently on a UK and 
Ireland tour, and later 
this year we will take 
our First Encounters 
with Shakespeare 
production of The 
Comedy of Errors into 
theatres and schools. 

“In 2016 we toured 
my production of A 
Midsummer Night’s 
Dream around the UK, 
which involved local 
amateur groups and 
school children 
working 
alongside our 
professional 
cast. I know 
from first-hand 

experience the effect 
this had on those who 
took part and those 
who saw the show. 
It’s therefore a great 
delight to me to be 
taking another of my 
productions, this time 
Romeo and Juliet, out 
on the road in 2019.”

For tickets and 
information visit www.
trch.co.uk or call 0115 
989 5555. 

Hefty fines, criminal investigations, consumer 
backlash and job losses hit the business headlines 
in 2018 with the impact of some major corporate 
scandals leaving shockwaves across several sectors. 

With the spot light placed firmly on businesses, 
questions are rightly being asked who is responsible 
for these failings and how were they allowed to 
happen? 

Ian Baxter chairman and founder of Baxter Freight 
argues that the people at the top of any business are 
ultimately responsible for such failings. 

Here are five New Year’s resolutions you might 
want to set yourself as a CEO or managing director: 

Declare war on your ego
Congratulations on your success in becoming a 
business leader. But don’t let it go to your head. Ego 
and self-importance frequently get in the way of 
good decision making. As the leader, your job is to 
discern the best possible decision taking into account 
input from all sides. 

Tear down the walls
Many CEOs describe their people as their biggest 
asset, although they don’t treat them as such. I believe 
every business, big or small, should have an open and 
transparent culture where the communication gap 
between senior management and their team is kept to 
an absolute minimum. 

A fair day’s pay 
It should be one of the first rules of capitalism that 
people are paid wages they can realistically live on. 
Consideration needs to be given to striking a fair and 
sensible balance.

From zero to hero
In this age of zero hours contracts, there has been 
much debate about what actually constitutes self-
employment. Many companies use it as an excuse not 
to give workers full-time employment contracts and 
access to basic workers’ rights. Where practicable, 
offer staff permanent work, or at least provide set 
minimum hours. 

Inspire loyalty 
Modern life can be stressful. We all have our ups and 
downs, so recognising when staff are under pressure 
and need extra support is often much appreciated. 
Flexible, understanding employers who treat their 
staff as people, not just as a resource, are much more 
likely to inspire loyalty. 

TOP TIPS FOR A BUSINESS BRAIN 

Ian Baxter, chairman and 
founder of Baxter Freight

Bringing Romance to the City 

Don’t miss the 
CROSSWORD 

on page 14

Young people from Beechdale Bluecoat Academy

Looking for a great value family day out? Twycross 
Zoo is inviting families to enjoy an amazing and 
affordable day out, with admission for just £11 per 
person through to Sunday 3 February. 

The award-winning conservation charity is 
home to over 500 animals, from over 125 different 
species, welcoming visitors 364 days a year.

On cold January days, Twycross Zoo has guests 
covered with a whole host of weather proof 
experiences including the new Chimpanzee Eden 

habitat, the immersive Gibbon Forest, a tropical 
Butterfly Forest, and warm and welcoming 
Himalaya Centre, featuring a large, soft play area 
and a fully-licensed restaurant. 

For a limited time only, Twycross Zoo is 
offering tickets from just £11, including your 
voluntary gift aid donation. Entry excluding 
gift aid donation is £10. Tickets are available 
when you book online or on the gate. For more 
information visit www.twycrosszoo.org. 

Put an End to the January Blues 
with Twycross Zoo 
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A play about 
the uncon-
ventional 
love story 

between two 
professional 

boxers is about 
to embark on 
its third UK 
tour, visiting 11 
venues, including 

Nottingham Playhouse, 
across four weeks.

Gypsy Queen opens 
its UK Tour 2019 at 
The Riverfront, New-
port, on Thursday 31 
January and comes to 
Nottingham Playhouse 
on Saturday 2 February.

Set in the competi-
tive world of boxing, 
Gypsy Queen is a tale 
of boxing and find-
ing love in the most 
unusual circumstances, 
and explores LGBTQI 
visibility in sport, faith, 
sexuality, and the no-
tion of masculinity.

Gypsy Queen tells 
the story of ‘Gorgeous’ 
George O’Connell, a 
bare-knuckle fighter 
from a traveller family, 
a hero to his people 
and a self-proclaimed 
Gypsy King. 

In the opposite 
corner Dane ‘The Pain’ 
Samson, the young 
pretender and son of a 
boxing legend is fight-
ing his own battles that 
lead to a tragedy that 
neither could predict.

Local filmmakers 
‘Them Pesky Kids’ and 
director Luke Radford 
are releasing a hom-
age to Alan Sillitoe’s 
“Saturday Night and 
Sunday Morning” to 
celebrate the original 
film’s approaching 60th 
anniversary at Rough 
Trade on the 1 February. 

Having already 
screened at Notting-
ham Contemporary 
in July and Broadway 
Cinema in September 
as part of their Working 
Class Heroes season 
preceding the original 
film, the Rough Trade 
screening will mark the 
third and final public 
screening of the film 
before releasing its 
online release. 

With free entry 
and featuring musical 
performances from The 
Ruffs and DJs through-
out the night, the event 
will be taking donations 
to raise money for the 
St Ann’s Advice Centre 
and Food Bank, a char-
ity dedicated to helping 
inhabitants in some of 
the most in need areas 
of Nottingham. 

Synopsis
A modern day homage 
to Alan Sillitoe’s “Sat-
urday Night and Sunday 
Morning”. Arthur is 
a young man stuck in 
the 9 to 5 office grind, 
finding his salvation 
in booze, parties, and 

women; until a new 
love brings clarity to 
his world. Directed by 
Luke Radford, Starring 
Aaron Lodge, Kelly 
Jaggers, and Esmeé 
Matthews. Set to music 
of Nottingham band 
The Ruffs.

Local Filmmakers 
Prepare for 60th 
Anniversary

This critically ac-
claimed love story is 
about two men who find 
each other in the most 
unlikely of worlds. But 
can two men raised to 
fight ever learn to love?

The play features 
just two actors, who 
play nine characters 
between them, portray-
ing comedy, drama and 
physicality in equal 
measure. 

Producer Max Em-
merson commented: 
“The play has strong 
messages of friendship, 
conflict, challenging 

prejudice – but most of 
all love. We’re looking 
forward to taking Gypsy 
Queen to new venues 
and audiences, and 
continue to help break 
down barriers.”

For tickets call the 
Box Office on 0115 
941 9419 or visit www.
nottinghamplayhouse.
co.uk. 

Please note: Gypsy 
Queen is suitable for 
audiences aged 16 
upwards. The play con-
tains strong language, 
nudity, and scenes of a 
sexual nature.

Boxing Love Story 
Comes to Nottingham

To promote an event
in these pages call 

01159 313879

The world’s longest established Queen 
Tribute, Killer Queen, will be taking 
the stage by storm when it hits Mo-
torpoint Arena Nottingham on 27 Sep-
tember 2019.

With frontman Patrick Myers be-
hind the mic as the legendary Freddie 
Mercury, the band has been touring 
for over 25 years, bringing the legacy 
of Queen to life in a spectacular dis-
play. 

Killer Queen formed back in June 
1993. Their first public shows were at 
London University, following in the 
footsteps of the real Queen who had 
played their first shows there 21 years 
earlier.

By 1995, Killer Queen’s UK popu-
larity had grown to such an extent they 
secured a residency in London’s Strand 
Theatre attracting nationwide BBC 
coverage – the first tribute to have a 
show in the West End.

The band’s reputation continued 

to grow both in the UK and abroad. 
In 1999, they returned from a tour of 
Europe and Russia for an awards cer-
emony in Leicester Square, hosted by 
Suggs from Madness. He announced 
they had won the award for ‘World-
wide Best Tribute Band’.

Lead singer Patrick Myers said: 
“It’s been an amazing journey. That 
first show back in June 1993 changed 
my life. We thought our band would 
last maybe a summer at the most but 
it’s a very addictive thing performing 
these songs! The concerts grew and 
grew, and we’ve ended up playing and 
selling out the same arenas that Queen 
played at their peak. It’s been quite a 
surreal ride.”

Tickets can be purchased online 
at www.motorpointarenanottingham.
com, via 0843 373 3000 or in person 
at the Motorpoint Arena Box Office, 
Bolero Square, The Lace Market, Not-
tingham, NG1 1LA.

Premier Tribute to Queen 
Announced for Nottingham
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SUPER 
STUDY 
PROGRAMMES 
When Jack Dearden from Mansfield joined 
a Study Programme with Inspire Learning, 
he had no GCSEs and had almost given up 
on education after previously struggling 
to understand the material in his subjects 
at school.

But throughout his Study Programme, 
Jack’s confidence increased and his attitude 
towards education became much more 
positive as he successfully completed his 
Functional Skills English Qualification. 
This inspired him to take the courageous 
step at having another go at completing his 
GCSE English Language. 

Jack says, “I chose a Study Programme 
with Inspire Learning because I felt I 
needed an environment where I could 
comfortably learn subjects and steadily 
work my way up through support coming 
from the tutors and other staff members.” 
He continued: “This course has helped 
me in a very positive way; with help and 
support from staff during the English 
Language GCSE revision sessions, not 
giving up, always trying my best with 
confidence whilst remaining positive, 
and studying really hard has made a huge 
difference in helping me to achieve my 
goals and pass the course.”

Jack was a runner up in the Learner of 
the Year category at the Inspire Awards 
and achieved a 4 in Maths and a 5 in 
English. He is now working part-time 
at a local company, Linneys, where he 
completed a work placement as part of 
his course and is a valued member of 
their team. 

If you’re feeling inspired by Jack’s  
story call 01623 476 830 
to enquire, enrol on 
one of our Study 
Programmes or visit 
www.inspireculture.
org.uk. Enrol 
anytime! 

Deaf children in the East Midlands 
are facing an uncertain future after 
further cuts to their specialist 
teachers. Teachers of the Deaf, 
who provide vital help and support 
to deaf children 
throughout their 
education, have been 
reduced by 7% in the 
last year, a new report 
from the Consortium 
for Research into Deaf 

Education reveals. 
In the 2010/11 

academic year, there were 
88 fully-qualified specialist 

teachers for the region’s deaf 
children. This had fallen to 67 by 2016/17 and 
the total now stands at just 62.

The National Deaf Children’s 
Society, which is part of 

the group that pro-
duces the report, 

says special-
ist teachers 
have a huge 

impact on the lives of deaf children, starting at di-
agnosis and lasting throughout their education. 

This can include one-to-one support at 
school, help with crucial audiology appoint-
ments and assistance with hearing technology 

with key advice for the child, 
their parents and their teachers.

The charity has warned that 
cutting these teachers could lead 
to deaf children feeling isolated 
and falling short of their full 
potential at school.

Martin Thacker, East Midlands 
Regional Director for the National 
Deaf Children’s Society, said: 

“Deafness is not a learning 
disability, but deaf children in the 

East Midlands are falling an average of a grade 
behind their hearing classmates at GCSE. 

“Deaf children can do anything their hearing 
friends can do, but they need the right support. 
It’s time for local councils across the region 
to reverse these cuts, address the impending 
recruitment crisis and fulfil its legal duty of 
ensuring that every deaf child gets the same 
opportunity to shine as everyone else.”

Addiction can be a really intense and 
difficult subject; it can take over peo-
ple’s lives and make their behaviour 
change in ways you would not believe, 
immensely affecting everyone around 
them.

Anyone struggling with addiction 
doesn’t ever need to feel alone, it’s al-
ways better to speak up and seek the 
support you need. 

Understandably, speaking to a 
friend or family member can some-
times be the hardest thing to do if 
you’re suffering or scared. If you don’t 
wish to speak with someone who loves 
you to ask for help, there are plenty of 
other options including clinics, reha-

bilitation facilities and one-to-one ses-
sions where you can comfortably air 
your feelings.  

In and around the city there are 
numerous places which offer counsel-
ling, group sessions, rehabilitation and 
everything in between to provide you 
with full support and get you back to 
living your normal life as efficiently as 
possible, at your own pace. From daily 
check-ups to around the clock moni-
tored care – you can get back to doing 
the things you love in no time. 

Remember, if you or someone you 
know is struggling with addiction, 
speak up and look for support whether 
professional or closer to your heart.

The New Year is finally here and 
with it the perfect time to turn over 
a new leaf. Although many of us 
have already planned our New Year’s 
resolutions – including everything 
from eating healthier to visiting the 
gym more often – if you haven’t made 
your pledge then now is the time. 

Have you ever thought about how 
much you drink? Or maybe considered 
how reliant you actually are on 
substances? Dependent drinking and 
drug use is a more common problem 
than you think and, despite what you 
may think, you are not alone. Whilst 
Dry January plays a part in reducing 

alcohol consumption across the 
nation, it doesn’t prevent 

people from delving back 
in when February comes 
around; pledge your 
abstinence this year for a 

healthy and happy 2019. 

Steps Together can help! A special-
ist alcohol and drug detox rehabilita-
tion centre in Nottinghamshire, and 
recently having launched a new clinic 
in Leicestershire, Steps Together Re-
hab is dedicated to helping people be-
come sober and drug free. With a team 
of some of the UK’s most experienced 
and qualified counsellors and practi-
tioners in alcohol and drug addiction 
treatment, the facility deals with detox, 
rehabilitation and aftercare in a safe 
and understanding environment. 

Feel at home in a warm, welcoming 
sanctuary, surrounded by friendly 
faces and progressing at your own pace 
to achieve life-changing results. You’ll 
have the opportunity to meet with 
professional counsellors every day to 
discuss your worries or problems.

If you or a loved one is struggling 
with combatting an addiction, get 
in touch with the team today to find 
out how Steps Together can help you 
change your life. 

For more information about Steps 
Together Rehab, visit the website at 
https://stepstogether.rehab/ or call on 
0800 038 5585. 

New Year, 
New Habits

To advertise in 
these pages call 
01159 313879 

Speaking Up
“In the 2010/11 

academic year, there 
were 88 fully-qualified

 specialist teachers 
for the region’s deaf 

children.  This had fallen 
to 67 by 2016/17 and 
the total now stands 

at just 62.”

Cuts to Specialist Teachers 
Threaten Children’s Futures 
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WE CAN HELP YOU BEAT YOUR ADDICTION.
If you or a loved one are in need of help with 
moving your life forward we have the perfect solution. 
Steps Together Rehab is the perfect place for detox, 
rehabilitation and aftercare.

We are a private, discreet and profesional clinic who respect 
your confientiality and are regulated by the Care Quality Commission.

Our beautiful clinic is set in a tranquil location in Nottinghamshire.Our beautiful clinic is set in a tranquil location in Nottinghamshire.
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If you or someone you love needs an extra helping 
hand but isn’t quite ready to make the move into a 
care home, it’s time to explore all your options for 
getting the care you need in the comfort of your own 
home. 

Whilst private at-home care is a fantastic option in 
order to receive the expert advice you may need, it 
can also prove very expensive meaning access to it is 
limited and families end up paying out large sums of 
money for this service. 

If you have space in your home to offer up a spare 
room and use of the house’s amenities, why don’t you 
look into a house share? As a county full of students 
who attend local universities and young working 
professionals who are itching to move out but cannot 
afford to pay rising rent prices, this is the perfect 
opportunity to offer a young individual independence 
in return for help and care in the home. 

Advertising your property for a home share is a 
great option for people who need an extra helping 
hand but aren’t at the point of requiring full-time 
care. When someone moves into your house you can 
charge them a small amount of rent to help cover bills 
and ask for help around the home including laundry 
duties, cleaning and other jobs which put a strain on 
your lifestyle. 

Apart from the obvious benefits of help in the home 
and providing a safe home for local young people, 
there are also massive social benefits to a home share 
initiative – companionship being the main contender. 
It can sometimes get rather lonely, especially at this 
time of year when it’s cold and we are constricted to 
the confines of their home, companionship is majorly 
important to boost your mood and ensure you feel 
safe and happy throughout the winter.

Look into house shares today! 

Have You Considered This...?
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The East Midlands’ 
Premier Scaffold 

Specialists

 COMMERCIAL
 RESIDENTIAL
 INDUSTRIAL

Established in 1991, we have retained a 
customer focused, personal service that 
is highly valued by our customers, and 
we pride ourselves on ensuring that 
we continue to build on our already 

very strong reputation.

Telephone: 07568 180464
www.forestscaffolding.co.uk
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In 2019, velvet is 
showing no signs of 
slowing down, injecting 
a stylish, playful 
twist on SS19 trends. 
Rebecca Snowden, 
Interior Style Advisor 
at Furniture Choice 
discusses this elegant 
fabric, from styling tips 
to fabric care.

Accessorising 
with Velvet 
Starting off small is an 
easy way to embrace 
this fabric around 
the home. “Velvet-
themed elements like 
lampshades, cushions 
and pouffes are 
incredibly on-trend, 
and can transform a 
room regardless of the 
season,” says Rebecca. 
“These details add a 
wow factor as chic 
accents and also as a 
pop of colour, whether 
in pastel hues or rich, 
jewel tones.” 

Construction work is now underway at Rippon 
Homes’ brand new South Normanton development 
Konnect, bringing their stunning and well-crafted 
homes to this popular Derbyshire village.

The developer, based in Mansfield, is building a 
selection of 26 two and three-bedroom homes at the 
stylish new development, ideal for first time buyers 
and growing families. There will be a separate three 
units which will be sold by a housing association as 
affordable properties. 

Located off Thornhill Drive, homes at Konnect 
will be available to purchase using the Government 
backed Help to Buy scheme, allowing purchasers to 
buy their Rippon Home with just a 5% deposit. 

All of the homes at Konnect have been beautifully 
designed with a superior specification, including 
fitted flooring throughout, fitted kitchens with 
worktops and upstands, an electric oven and gas hob 
to the kitchen and turfed rear and front gardens, with 
the rear garden fenced and gated. 

Rippon Homes will be contributing a total of 
£389,219 to the local community as part of the 
planning agreement, including donations to health 

care, an offsite sports hall, public art and the 
improvement of South Street recreational grounds.

Ian Dyke, Managing Director at Rippon Homes 
said: “We are so excited to be bringing more of our 
homes to the village of South Normanton. 

“The location is fantastic and combined with our 
stylish homes creates the perfect area for first time 
purchasers looking to take a step onto the property 
ladder.”

Work Starts on New Homes in South Normanton

Velvety Visions Making a 
Statement with 
Velvet Furniture 
For a va-va-voom 
approach, go big with 
velvet furniture in fresh 
new shades for the New 
Year. “Velvet sofas and 
armchairs will make 
a major impact in the 
living room, especially 
in fun, rich jewel tones,” 
Rebecca suggests. 

“These showstoppers 
lend a glamorous look 
to the home and invite 
conversation, while 
anchoring the entire 
space. A classic velvet 
Chesterfield can offer 
an unexpected twist in 
deep blue, while mod-
ern, minimal designs 
also allow for more 
experimenting with 
colours such as wine 
and maroon.”

Caring for 
Velvet at  
Home 
Developing a proper 
cleaning routine 
is essential in 
maintaining velvet’s 
look and feel. “With 
a regular cleaning 
routine, velvet will 
only get better with 
age,” Rebecca advises. 
“Regularly brushing 

velvet fabric helps to 
maintain its sheen. 
Spills and stains can 
be removed by gently 
dabbing on a damp 
cloth.” Furniture 
placement is another 
tip to consider when 
it comes to velvet 
care. “As a precaution, 
it’s also important to 
avoid direct exposure 
to sunlight,” Rebecca 
adds. 

A distinctive mix of glamour and charm, 
velvet is a marvellously versatile finish, 
adding a gorgeous, rich vibe to any setting.

Hampton sofa from 
Furniture Choice

Pembroke 
armchair
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