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Pupils from Hollygirt School have been 
spreading festive cheer at intu Victo-
ria Centre as they launched intu’s very 
own Christmas song ‘Love’s Not Just for 
Christmas’ on 13 December.
A selection of junior boys and girls from 
the independent school, which is situated 
in Mapperley, put on their Christmas hats 
and showed off their best singing voices by 

WH Smith at intu Victoria Centre. 
Musicians, musicologists, composers and 
choirs came together to create the ‘happiest 
Christmas song ever’ to help make shop-
pers even happier at intu shopping centres 
nationwide in the lead up to Christmas. 
The three minute 23 second track has been 
created as part of intu’s pledge to make 
shoppers smile and features sleigh bells 
ringing in the chorus and 17 mentions of 
the word ‘Christmas’ – proven to evoke 
happiness in people. 
Nigel Wheatley, general manager of intu 
Victoria Centre and intu Broadmarsh said: 
“We were thrilled to have pupils from Hol-
lygirt School to launch the song at intu Vic-
toria Centre; the children clearly put shop-

pers in the Christmas spirit.”
The song was recorded by the London 
Community Gospel Choir, who have previ-
ously sung with artists including Madonna, 
Blur and George Michael. The song is be-
ing played at intu shopping centres around 
the country in the lead up to Christmas 
in an effort to inspire the nation to ‘Get 
Christmassing’.
Following Hollygirt School’s perfor-
mance, local choirs and community groups 
have been singing Christmas carols at intu 
Victoria Centre and intu Broadmarsh dur-
ing weekends throughout December. The 
much loved Salvation Army Band will be 
performing on 23 December, with all dona-
tions going to charity.

Hollygirt School Choir 
Perform ‘Happiest 
Christmas Song’
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One lucky panto lover had the chance to meet Cinder-
ella and Prince Charming backstage at Nottingham 
Playhouse, after winning the shoe design competition 
to find Cinderella a new shoe.
The theatre launched the competition last month, giv-
ing aspiring artists and designers the chance to get crea-
tive and design a new glittering shoe for the princess, 
which would then be made into a real pair of shoes and 
exhibited at the Playhouse over the panto season.
Lylah Wright, aged nine from Richard Bonington Pri-
mary School in Arnold, was the successful winner who 
chose to go against the traditional glass slipper, opting 

for a deep purple Doc Martin, complete with glitter, 
sequins and velvet laces. 
She said: “I’m really excited to have won the competi-
tion! I put a lot of hard work into my design and I spent 
a lot of time making it look neat and pretty. I chose the 
design because I really like Doc Martins and I wanted 
to include as much detail as I could – including the 
ugly sisters, a pumpkin and a carriage. 
“The best bit about winning was meeting the Cinder-
ella and the Prince backstage and seeing my 
shoe in real life was really special. It is a perfect 
match with Cinderella’s dress too – I wasn’t ex-
pecting that so it made me happy!”  
Kenneth Alan Taylor, director and author of 
Cinderella, judged the competition, along with 
Kelly Agredo, who is playing the role of Cin-
derella.
Kelly said: “We are delighted to announce Ly-
lah as our winner for the competition. We had 
so much fun looking through all of the designs 
and it was obvious how much effort and time 
had gone into making the designs stand-out.
“We want to say a big thank you to everyone 
that entered, and hope that all the designers had 
as much fun drawing as we did choosing. We 
saw some really creative, inventive and sparkly 
designs and each child who entered the com-
petition now has a chance to see their design 
on display for a limited time at the Playhouse.”

Renowned as a ‘Midlands institution’ the Nottingham 
Playhouse pantomime is now in full swing, running 
until 20 January. The magical story is set to delight 
audiences of all ages, with its enchanted costumes and 
spectacular scenery, as well as hilarity, song and dance 
from well-known Nottingham Playhouse Panto stars 
including the much loved John Elkington.
For more information visit www.nottinghamplay-
house.co.uk. 

Cinderella Helps To Make 
a Dream
Come
True

L-R James Nicholson (Prince 
Charming), Lylah Wright, 
Kelly Agredo (Cinderella)
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Sweet Act of Kindness by Beeston Fields 
Primary School Children
Children at Beeston Fields Primary and 
Nursery School have been using their 
sweetie packing skills to help a charity 
during their ‘Acts of Kindness’ project. 
Children visited the Toton Lane Tram stop 

kiosk called The Platform, and helped to 
fill lots of sweet cones which the kiosk 
will sell to raise money for the ‘Forever 
Stars’ charity. ‘Forever Stars’ is a Not-
tingham based stillbirth support charity 

founded by Michelle and Richard Daniels, 
and supports bereaved parents and fami-
lies who have suffered the tragedy of a 
stillbirth or early baby loss. Nottingham 
Express Transport allows the charity to 

use the kiosk to raise money for the 
cause. 
Anne Sanders who runs the kiosk says 
that the children’s support is welcome 
and will help towards important pro-
jects. “The charity has already pro-
vided a ‘Serenity Suite’ at the Queens 
Medical Centre, a place for bereaved 
parents and families to stay after a 
stillbirth.  This means they don’t have 
to return to a maternity ward, which 
is so important.” Anne says that she 
wants the kiosk to be a 
local hub: “We are rais-
ing money for Forever 
Stars, but we also want 
to be central and to give 
back to the community as 
well.”
Beeston Fields Primary 
& Nursery School Teach-
er, Kate Wray, organised 
the event as part of her 
special role at the school 
as their ‘Kindness in the 
Community Co-ordina-
tor’. She said: “We feel 
that it is really important 
to support local charities. 
Richard and Michelle 
Daniels who founded the 
charity have both worked 
really hard and achieved 
so much in a very short 
space of time and Bees-
ton Fields wanted to help.  
“The kiosk hasn’t been 
up and running for very 
long, but it is doing very 
well already. The chil-
dren have helped to pack-
age sweets up to be sold 
at the kiosk and behaved 
very well both at the ki-

osk and during the journey there.

“We hope that 
their efforts will 
help the char-
ity and to raise 

awareness of the 
work they do.”
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The annual quest to find the 
region’s most successful 

and inspirational busi-
nesswomen will come 

to an end soon after 
Christmas.

The final deadline for 
nominations for the 
2018 East Midlands 
Chamber (Derby-
shire, Nottingham-
shire, Leicester-
shire) Enterprising 
Women Awards is 
Friday 5 January.

Winners will be announced at a glit-
tering, ‘little black dress’ dinner on 
2 March – coinciding with Interna-
tional Women’s Day.
Eileen Richards, founder of ER Re-
cruitment, Leicester, a member of the 
Chamber’s Board of Directors and 
one of the Co-Chairs of Enterprising 
Women, said: “If any enterprising 
women have time over the Christmas 
break – between balancing work and 
family through the holidays – then it 
would be an ideal time to nominate 
themselves for an award.
“Enterprising Women is all about 

finding and recognising women who 
make a serious contribution to the 
regional economy, often success-
fully balancing work, keeping home 
and motherhood, but not always 
being acknowledged for what they 
achieve.”
There are seven awards to be won 
this year – the 21st year of the com-
petition: Business Woman of the 
Year, Social Commitment, Appren-
tice of the Year, Female Employee 
of the Year, Female Entrepreneur of 
the Year, Team of the Year and Small 
Business of the Year.

Co-Chair Jean Mountain, a Past 
President at East Midlands Chamber, 
said: “By highlighting their contribu-
tion and telling their stories, hope-
fully we can inspire other women to 
pursue their business dream, which is 
why I would urge as many people as 
possible to send in nominations for 
the 2018 awards.”
Chamber membership is a require-
ment for nomination. For an applica-
tion pack email ew@emc-dnl.co.uk 
or call the Chamber’s events team on 
0333 320 0333 and select ‘option 2’ 
when prompted.

A Nottinghamshire business-
woman has spoken of her de-
light after she was invited to 
10 Downing Street to attend a 
reception of the Top 100 small 
businesses.
Neena Sharma, managing direc-
tor of Next Steps HR, was one of 
a party of business owners who 
travelled to London from all over 
the UK earlier this month.
They were chosen after their 
companies were named in the 
Small Biz 100 as part of the cel-
ebrations for Small Business Sat-
urday, the nationwide campaign 
to support, inspire and promote 
the UK’s 5.7 million small busi-
nesses. 
The invitation was a sign of the 
rapid progress that Next Steps 

HR has made since Neena, who 
has been a HR director nation-
ally and internationally, estab-
lished the company last year. Her 
team consists of nine profession-
als and friends she has worked 
with throughout her career and 
the company has two offices, in 
Strelley Hall and also on Derby’s 
Pride Park.
The party were met by Stephen 
Barclay, Economic Secretary to 
the Treasury, Baroness Fairhead 
CBE, Minister of State at the De-
partment for International Trade, 
and Michelle Ovens MBE, Di-
rector of Small Business Satur-
day UK, who each paid tribute to 
the 100’s achievements, before 
the group were given the oppor-
tunity to take a look around. 

Even though Neena spent the 
majority of her 30-year career 
working in senior positions for 
some of the UK’s biggest blue-
chip companies, this was her first 
time to set foot in Number 10.
She said: “Going to Downing 
Street was tremendous honour 
and it was one of those moments 
I wish I could have shared with 
the rest of my team, who deserve 
so much recognition for what 
they have achieved.
“Events like this are a reminder 
of how much small businesses 
are the backbone of our econo-
my. It was fascinating to meet 
everybody and find out what they 
do and learn about their back-
grounds and reasons for starting 
their own businesses.”

Local MD Visits 10 Downing StreetLocal MD Visits 10 Downing Street

PQSA Services can provide personalised and pro-
fessional consultancy for all information AND 
technology issues. If you have a problem with your 
computer or any peripherals, Jonathan 
Portwood can help!
Providing a personalised, in-
home support and help 
with a range of infor-
mation and technol-
ogy services, PQSA 
is an independent 
computer consult-
ant company that 
offers a free, no 
obligation visit 
to evaluate your 
problems and 
issues.
Jonathan is a 
computer engi-
neer with well 
over 25 years 
of experience in 
providing techni-
cal support, training 
and advice to both 
individuals and NGO’s. 
After working overseas, in 
the voluntary sector for more 
than two decades, Jonathan relo-
cated to Nottingham to start his own 
business providing computer support services 
to individuals and small businesses.
With wide ranging experience in the tech support 
arena, Jonathan has extensive experience with all 
current versions of Windows as well as moderate 
experience with Apple Mac Systems and Linux 
Workstations and can help with just about any 
problem you may have with your computer. 

Alongside all this, Jonathan can also design and 
build websites using WordPress and other common 
website building tools.

If you are looking for someone who 
can solve your IT issues in a 

friendly and competent way 
then look no further than 

PQSA Services. If you 
need someone who 

can explain and 
solve difficult 
and compli-
cated techni-
cal problems, 
then Jonathan 
is here to 
help. Contact 
Jonathan to-
day on 07780 
878 550 or 
visit www.

pqsa.co.uk to 
find a full list of 
services. 

The Home of Professional
Quality Support & Assistance
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Broxtowe Borough Council is urg-
ing residents to think before they get 
a pet for Christmas, after a female 
Lurcher dog sadly died after being 
abandoned, tied up under a bush near 
to Babbington Hall Rescue Kennels 
in Awsworth in below freezing tem-
peratures.
The Council’s Neighbourhood War-
dens are appealing for any infor-
mation on the dog after a passer-by 
noticed her on Westby Lane at Aws-
worth on Monday 4 December. 
The dog, Hope, was so emaciated that 
all her bones were showing and it was 
amazing that she had survived her or-
deal in the freezing temperatures.
Hope was rushed to the emergency 
vets where they tried their best for 
two days to save her but unfortunate-
ly she lost her fight for life. She had 
been starved to death and her organs 
had shut down.
Anybody wanting a new dog is 
strongly advised to visit a local res-
cue centre like Babbington Rescue 

Kennels, who board stray animals 
for the Council and help them to find 
their forever homes. So far this year, 
the Council have found 85 abandoned 
dogs since April 2017, 15 of which 
have not been reclaimed. 
The average dog can live to 15 years 
and residents are being urged to think 
carefully before getting a pet to en-
sure they can provide it with a happy 
and healthy life. The Council wishes 
to remind residents that pets are for 
life, not just for Christmas.
Owners should also note the impor-
tance of neutering and micro chip-
ping their pets to prevent unwanted 
litters and increase the chances of be-
ing reunited should they go missing. 
For more information, please con-
tact Broxtowe Borough Council 
on 0115 917 3142 or visit www.
broxtowe.gov.uk/straydogs. For in-
formation on adopting a dog please 
contact Babbington Rescue Kennels 
on 0115 932 4576 or visit  www.
babbington-rescue.org.uk

Abandoned Animal 
Suffers Freezing
Temperatures

Beeston Paints  the Town Purple

This December, Beeston celebrated 
the official turning on of the town’s 
Christmas lights. The event, that took 
place throughout the town and was 
sponsored by Specsavers (Beeston, 
Eastwood, Long Eaton and Ilkeston), 
Broxtowe Borough Council and or-
ganised by Liberty Leisure Limited 
events team in consultation with the 
Christmas event steering group.
The town centre was decked in the 
colour purple, in commemoration of 
Owen Jenkins and thousands gath-
ered in a show of solidarity on Bees-
ton Square to witness the Mayor of 
Broxtowe, Cllr. Halimah Khaled, 
Broxtowe’s Youth Mayor, Alfie Rus-

sell and the family of Owen Jenkins 
take to the stage to switch on the 
Christmas lights.  
With a range of festive stalls, fair-
ground rides, street performers and 
a stage on Beeston Square there was 
something for everyone. Local head-
line band, The Electric Bears played a 
selection of rock and pop classics be-
fore the spectacular fireworks display 
closed the event.
The event organisers would like to 
thank the people of Beeston for mak-
ing the event such as resounding suc-
cess and would encourage interested 
residents and businesses to attend fu-
ture steering group meetings so that 

they can help shape next year’s event.   
For more information, contact the Lib-
erty Leisure Limited events team at 

events@liberty-leisure.org.uk  or visit 
www.lleisure.co.uk/events  to find out 
what events will be taking place in 2018.
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Small businesses 
in Mansfield could 
lose out on their 
share of a remaining 
£100,000 in Gov-
ernment handouts 
to alleviate rates 
rises, Mansfield 
District Council 
has warned.
The council is 
responsible for 
sharing out a 
£360,000 pot of 
business rates 
relief money 
over four years 
and says almost half of 
the first year’s £210,000 fund 
has yet to be allocated. If it is not 
shared out by 31 March, it will be 
clawed back by the Government.
The Discretionary Business Rates 
Relief scheme aims to support 
small enterprises most affected 
by this year’s business r a t e s 
revaluation. Relief of 
up to a maximum of 
£1,600 can be allocated 
to businesses on a dis-
cretionary basis by the 
council in Year One of 
the scheme.
Among the types of 
enterprises to benefit 
so far are filling sta-
tions, restaurants, 
shops, factories and 
warehouses. Cllr 
Roger Sutcliffe, 
Mansfield District 

Council’s Portfolio Holder for Finance 
said: “This is a gift 
from the Government 
to small businesses and 
there is still more than 
£100,000 left in this pot 
for this financial year to 
award so I would urge 
business owners to check 
if they’re eligible and 
make an application. It is 
a case of use it or lose it.”
Reminder letters with ap-
plication forms have been 

sent to businesses 
who may qualify for 
this relief and this 
has resulted in some 
more applications 
but the council is 
keen that more eli-
gible businesses do 
not lose out. 
The main criteria 
are:
• The business 
premises’ rateable 
value for 2017/18 

must be less than 
£200,000.
• Their 2017/18 
business rates must 
have increased since 
the previous financial 
year only as a result of 
revaluation.
• The business must 
occupied the premises 
prior to 1 April 2017 
and be liable for business 
rates on 31 March 2017. 

‘Use It or Lose It’ Warning On 
£100k Business Rates Relief Cash

More information and application forms are available on the council website
at www.mansfield.gov.uk/businessratesreductions
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Mansfield District Council has approved the 
decommissioning of communal heating to 
more council owned properties to make way 
for the installation of modern, energy effi-
cient and cost effective central heating sys-
tems to each home.
The current district heating schemes on 
Skegby Lane, Newcastle Street, Park Hall 
Road and at Beech Court will be decom-
missioned during 2018/19 and 2019/20 once 
individual gas supplies and central heating 
systems are installed in each property, 
which will improve customer choice 
and comfort.
The council will also carry out the 
upgrade of the current boilers in Vale 
Court, Sherwood Court and Melville 
Court. These properties will continue 
to have communal heating but from a 
more reliable and cost effective system 
as they will be connected to an indi-
vidual gas supply with a stand-alone 
boiler, which gives each household 
control of their heating usage and as-
sociated costs.
According to the National Grid, an 
average three bedroom semi-detached 
home could save up to £200 a year 
when switching to individual gas from 
communal heating. The new highly ef-
ficient boilers give tenants the control 
so they can better manage how they 
heat their homes. 
Councillor Barry Answer, Portfolio 
Holder for Housing, said: “The new 
gas fired central heating will provide 
our tenants with more control over their 
own heating and save them money. 
“There are lots of benefits of taking up 
the new gas option including a reduc-
tion in CO2 emissions, a reduced cost 
to the council for maintenance and op-
eration of the system as well as better 
control and a more modern, efficient 

and reliable system for tenants.”
Private home owners who are attached to the 
district heating scheme and have bought their 
properties will not be left out. The council 
will offer to install the new heating to their 
homes, which they can pay for with a zero 
percent interest loan. The cost of the heating 
upgrade is then paid back to the council when 
the property is sold.
The next phase of mains gas pipework will 
commence in April 2018.

More Efficient Heating 
for Residents

Nottinghamshire YMCA’s hostel on 
Commercial Gate, Mansfield, has 
space available for young people who 
are homeless this winter. Geoff Ba-
con (Housing Manager) and his team 
help young people who move into the 
hostel, back into independent living. 
Geoff answers a few questions about 
what to do if you need support...

Who is YMCA housing in Mansfield 
for?
We provide supported accommoda-
tion to vulnerable young adults within 
the Mansfield area. We can help 16 to 
25 year olds within our hostel and can 
support people up to 35 years of age 
in transitional homes across the city.
We offer an alternative to living on the 
streets or sofa surfing. We provide a 
warm, comfortable place where you 
can start to get yourself sorted with 
the support you need.
Can anyone turn up and get a bed for 
the night?
Yes. Anyone can come to the hostel 
and request assistance; we‘re here to 
help. You will need to fill out an ap-
plication so we can assess your needs 
and tailor your support.
If your requirements are beyond what 
we can safely support, we can guide 
you to a more appropriate agency.
What other support do you provide for 
residents staying with you?
There is a variety of options open to 
you once we start working together. 
We run workshops on life skills, 
cookery and outward bound or sports 
programmes! We can also offer aca-
demic and emotional support; with us 
or with one of our partner agencies.
What should I do if I know someone 

that needs your help?
If a young person you know requires 
support then you can refer them to us 
by following any of the steps below. 
These are the same steps if you need 
to refer yourself. 
You can:
• Come along with them to the hostel, 

or come along yourself if you are 
self referring:

• Commercial Gate,
• Mansfield, 
• Nottinghamshire 
• NG18 1EU
• Call us: 01623 407 801
• Call the Mansfield hostel: 0800 849 

1341 

• Email us: admin@nottsymca.org
• Fill out an online application: http://

nottsymca.com/housing/applica-
tion.php

• When one of these steps has been 
completed, we can begin the induc-
tion process and start to help straight 
away.

Support Available For Young People 
Who Are Homeless in Mansfield

If you have any questions or want to 
find out more visit nottsymca.com, 
email stay@nottsymca.org, call us 
on 01623 407 801 or come and see 
us at Commercial Gate.



12                      E: sales@nottsinfocus.co.uk | Tel: 01159 313879

VISIT US ONLINE                                             www.nottsinfocus.co.uk

Agency gets
festive with Reverse

Advent Calendar
FHP Living has launched a re-
verse advent calendar for the first 
time this year – embodying the 
spirt of giving by challenging the 
concept of the advent calendar 
and choosing to give rather than 
receive.
“I’d seen a couple of other organ-
isations collecting food, items of 
clothing and toiletries to donate 
to local charities with the idea of 
it being a ‘reverse advent calen-
dar’ and thought it was perfect 
for FHP Living’s charity efforts 
this year,” said Joanna Hoyes, 
property consultant at FHP Liv-
ing’s city centre office.

“We’re a charitable team so eve-
ryone has really got behind it and 
we’re delighted to be support-
ing the Friary Drop-In Centre in 
West Bridgford – which works 
to end homelessness in Notting-
ham.
“Up until 21 December we’ll be 
collecting goods to drop off at 
the centre, providing those who 
won’t experience a Christmas 
at home with their families with 
some much needed support. If 
anyone is planning to come into 
the office during December any 
donations would be more than 
welcome.”

FHP Living has also raised 
money for the Rainbows Hos-
pice during the festive period, 
donating money to buy toys for 
children. The team have also 
supported John Van Geest cancer 
foundation with events through-
out 2017 including a round-
ers match organised by Fraser 
Brown Solicitors. 
FHP Living has had a presence 
in Nottingham for more than 
10 years, with specialist prop-
erty professionals covering the 
city centre, the Park, Mapperley 
Park, Wollaton, Bramcote and 
Beeston.

The Theatre Royal Notting-
ham’s sensational family 
pantomime, Beauty and the 
Beast, starring Sherrie Hew-
son, Ben Richards, Ben Nick-
less, and Andrew Ryan, in an 
all-new spectacular produc-
tion, opened on Saturday 9 
December. 
Dreaming of a happier life, 
the beautiful Belle finds her-
self transported to a cursed 
castle. Held captive by a hid-
eous beast, the castle is full 
of magical characters placed 
under a spell by an evil en-
chantress. Can Belle see be-
yond the monster and fall in 
love with her captor before 
the last petal falls from the 
enchanted rose, or will the 
Beast’s selfishness cost him 
the world he once knew and 
the hand of the girl who has 
melted his heart? In a pro-
duction packed full of sensa-
tional special effects, beauti-
ful costumes, music, comedy, 
dancing, and audience par-
ticipation; Nottingham’s 
audiences should book their 

tickets now for this year’s 
spell-binding pantomime.
Much-loved actress, TV star, 
ex-Loose Women presenter, 
and Nottingham native, 
Sherrie Hewson is leading 
the cast of this year’s spec-
tacular panto Beauty and 
the Beast as Mrs Potty. Her 
roles in Coronation Street, 
Emmerdale, Crossroads, 
and the legendary Carry On 
films have all led to Sherrie 
becoming one of Britain’s 
best-loved and most popular 
faces on television. 
Alongside Sherrie, television 
and stage star Ben Richards 
is playing The Beast. 
Beauty and the Beast’s Exec-
utive Producer Jonathan Ki-
ley said: “We have assembled 
a sensational pantomime 
company for our spectacular 
Theatre Royal pantomime 
this year and we’re very 
much looking forward to a 
wonderful season in Notting-
ham once again. This year’s 
show features all the laugh-
ter and sensational song and 

dance audiences have 
come to expect 

and we’ve 
a l s o 
a d d e d 
in some 
f a n -
t a s t i c 

technical elements including 
a jaw-dropping 3D film se-
quence, the Beast’s magnifi-
cent transformation scene 
and some truly spellbinding 
special effects.”

A Spell-Binding Cast: 
Beauty and the Beast
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An initiative titled Help Out Not-
tingham has been launched in a bid 
to enable members of the public to 
provide the most effective help to 
people who are begging and sleep-
ing rough in Nottingham city cen-
tre.
The aim is to raise awareness of 
the many support services that are 
available in Nottingham to support 
people in need, and to inform mem-
bers of the public about the most 
effective way to show their support 
for people in need by making in-
formed choices. 

As difficult as it can be to say no to 
someone asking you for money, the 
truth is many people who beg in the 
city are not homeless. 
Often the people in these circum-
stances have complex needs, such 
as addictions and mental illnesses, 
which need to be addressed at the 
same time as resolving any housing 
needs they may have.
A wide range of services and sup-
port is available in Nottingham to 
address the underlying causes that 
lead to begging and rough sleep-
ing – from help with addictions and 

mental health, to outreach support 
and emergency accommodation for 
those who are sleeping rough.
There are also lots of ways that 
people can get involved in helping 
to make a difference from making 
donations to relevant charities, to 
volunteering.
Help Out Nottingham includes a 
dedicated website (www.helpout-
nottingham.co.uk), packed full of 
useful tips to help people make 
informed choices about how they 
show their support. It also offers 
an online portal for users to make 

New Initiative ‘Help Out 
Nottingham’ Launched 

L to R, Jeff Allen; Denis Tully; Toby Neal, Andrew Redfern donations direct to local charities. 
This will ensure all money is chan-
nelled to those who can really help.  
It also explains how people can get 
involved in volunteering. The new 
initiative has been launched by a 
number of partnered organisations, 

including the Nottingham Business 
Improvement District (BID), Not-
tingham City Council and Notting-
hamshire Police. 
Jeff Allen, chairman of the Notting-
ham BID said: “Begging and rough 
sleeping are on the increase in Not-

tingham but by working together, 
we can help address the issues 
that are at the root cause as part 
of a long term solution to getting 
people off the streets and ensuring 
that once they are, they stay off the 
streets for good.”
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SALE
MUST END 
SUNDAY
7TH JAN

Business management software pro-
vider Solutions for Accounting and 
CRM has raised £4,500 for Nottingham 
Children’s Hospitals (NCH), a charity 
which provides healthcare and support 
to young patients and their families.
The firm raised the cash throughout the 
year after selecting NCH as its chosen 
charity for 2017. 
Founded in 1903, NCH provides a 
range of general and specialist services 
for children and young people in the 
city, as well as non-clinical initiatives 
such as youth services and hospital 
school. 
Treating over 60,000 children and 

young people a year who have ill-
nesses such as cancer and kidney, 
brain and respiratory conditions, 
NCH aims to make its facilities as 
relaxed and stress-free as possible 
for the comfort of its patients and 
their families and friends. 
The charity also provides rooms 
where families and friends can be 
with their child on the ward, with 
the support they need from staff 
members.
The fundraising effort included a 
team of 19 riders from Solutions 
taking part in the Great Notts Bike 
Ride and raising more than £2,000 
in the process, monthly staff dress-
down days, cake bakes, mini-
games, raffles and tombolas. 
Solutions’ Managing Director Iain 

Barker said: “We are delighted to 
have raised a significant amount of 
money throughout 2017 for such 
a great local cause. We are aware 
of the wonderful work that NCH 
does, and I am thrilled that as a 
company we were able to pull to-
gether to really make a difference. 
We could have done so only with 
the support of our generous clients, 
business partners, employees and 
families, who have dug deep for an 
amazing cause.
“We hope our contribution will 
help NCH staff to continue to make 
a huge difference to the brave chil-
dren in their care and their fami-
lies, allowing them to feel as com-
fortable as possible during their 
time at the hospital.” 

After the huge success of The Notting-
ham Cook Book, Meze Publishing are 
thrilled to announce that they are offer-
ing second helpings.
The Nottingham Cook Book published 
in 2014 sold over 9,000 copies and since 
the  food scene has come on in leaps 
and bounds in the last few years, Meze 
Publishing have decided to showcase 
this in their forthcoming se-
quel; The Nottingham 
Cook Book: Second 
Helpings.
The second edition fea-
tures over 45 recipes, aim-
ing to promote vibrant cui-
sines and put focus on the 
talented individuals behind 
Nottingham’s finest food 
producers, restaurants, café, 
bars, pubs, farm shops, and 
delicatessens. Not only that, 
each chapter delves into the 
history of each local business; 
discover how they came about, 
their secret to success and what 

makes them unique.
Simon Redgate from Notting-
ham Tourism Information Cen-
tre (TIC) said: “We all think 
with our belly and it’s great 
for locals and 

tourists alike that 
we have such a 

great foodie scene in 

the city. The second Nottingham Cook 
Book is full of great recipe ideas and 
gives an insight into our fantastic array 
of independent culinary venues in the 

city.”
The likes of Sauce Shop, The 
Cods Scallops, Homemade and 
Annie’s Burger Shack have all 
opted to once again feature in 

the follow up af-
ter experiencing 
first-hand how 
rewarding it was 
to be a part of the 
debut book.  
Meze have also 
got a number of 
new and exciting 
additions this time 
around such as 
street food sensa-
tion Homeboys, tea 
specialists Bluebird 
Tea Company, gas-
tropub The Black 
Bull at Blidworth, 

p i z z a professionals The 
Rustic Crust and authentic Thai eatery 

Zaap Thai.
“Being featured in the Nottingham Cook 
Book this year has been fantastic as we 
just achieved our long term goal of open-
ing a store in the city centre.
“Nottingham is my hometown and the 
business was born here so being amongst 
such fantastic foodie neighbours, both 
on the high street and in the book is bril-
liant!” says Krisi Smith, founder of Blue-
bird Tea.
The Nottingham Cook Book: Second 
Helpings retails at £14.95 and is available 
at the businesses mentioned in the book 
which are listed at: bit.ly/2iDwzDD. It 
is also being sold in local gift and book 
shops including Waterstones, and online 
at Amazon and www.mezepublishing.
co.uk.
The book is 27th in the ‘Get Stuck In’ 
series of regional cook books by Meze 
Publishing, who were crowned ‘Best 
Newcomer’ in the Independent Publish-
ing Awards 2016.

Second Helpings for Nottingham with New Cook Book

Roll up your sleeves and get stuck in!
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Come and find something extra special this Christmas at

At The Exchange Arcade 19-
21 Nottingham. 
Our independent gallery, 
based in Lincoln and Stam-
ford has popped up in Not-
tingham! This exciting space 
will be open until the 25th 

December, so don’t miss 
us! We showcase a beauti-
ful range of art works from 
amazing Local artists to 
some of the greats such 
as Warhol, Lowry, Henry 
Moore, and Picasso!

Website: www.thelittlered-
gallery.co.uk. Email: art@
theli t t leredgallery.co.uk. 
Email: Stamford@thelit-
tleredgallery.co.uk. Tel Lin-
coln: 01522 580134. Tel 
Stamford: 01780 762288. 
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It’s that time of year where you are starting to 
t a c k l e , if you haven’t already, the dreaded task 
of buy- ing Christmas presents. Whilst shopping during 
the festive season can be fun, buying chocolates, picking out 
interesting gifts and wrapping your presents, finding a unique and exciting 
Christmas gift is ever more difficult. 
It’s easy enough to stick to the standard selection of fluffy 
socks, sweet treats and scented toiletries, but with dedica-
tion and effort this Christmas you can find new and in-
novative gift ideas to treat your family and friends, 
without spending ridiculous amounts of money.
Wrapping the perfect present for your special 
someone to wake up to on Christmas day 
is an unbeatable feeling to which nothing 
compares – venture out of your comfort 
zone this Christmas to find your loved 
ones something they really will treas-
ure. 
Trying to discover new present ideas 
can be tough, especially when no two 
people like the same things – however, 
the interests of the person you’re buying 
for and your budget are things to seri-
ously consider before deciding what to 
buy. From exhilarating days out to relax-
ing breaks, treating your loved one to an 
experience and memories can be just as 
rewarding as something you can put un-
der the tree. If you prefer to wrap a pre-
sent, personalised gifts show just how 
much you appreciate them – do some-
thing different this year at Christmas. 
Here are our top suggestions for unique 
gifts this year to inspire your creative 
ideas: 

Take to the Skies
Have you ever want-
ed to experience 
the thrill of flying? 
Take to the skies with 
the ultimate Aerochute ex-
perience in the UK’s only 
fully legal and certified 
Two Seat Powered Para-
chute, gliding through the 
blue for one the safest yet 
most exhilarating forms of 
flying. Let the parachute 
act as your wings to carry 
you through this incred-
ible, once in a lifetime op-
portunity, perfect for eve-
ryone to enjoy. 
Aerochute UK import and 
sell the Aerochute powered 
parachute microlight as 
well as having profession-
ally trained coaches and 
staff who can teach you to 
fly an Aerochute. Whether 

i t ’ s 
just a bit of fun or 

you want to train to get 
your NPPL(M) pilots li-
cence – Aerochute appeals 
to everybody. 
Aerochute UK is run by 
husband and wife, Wayne 
and Sharon at the week-
ends and evenings for fun. 
Their vision is to spread 
the word about this afford-
able and accessible form of 
flight, hoping it will launch 
people into pursuing this 
fantastic hobby. If you 
fancy having a go, drop 
Wayne or Sharon an email 
or phone call for a chance 
to get involved. 
Find out more at www.
paratrike.co.uk or call on 
07929320343. 

After being closed for nearly two dec-
ades, the 18 acres of the Rutland Farm 
Park have now reopened. First opened 
to the public in 1981, the vision was to 
preserve the park land whilst promot-
ing rare breeds of animals.
In the farm you can see unusual farm 
animals, including Ryeland sheep and 
various breeds of pigs, poultry and 
geese. From goats and guinea pigs to 
miniature Shetland ponies, llamas and 
alpacas – everyone will find their fa-
vourite animal at Rutland Farm Park. 
Perfect for fami-
lies there is a 
children’s cor-
ner where you 

can feed the 
sheep and 

g o a t s . 
A chil-
d r e n ’ s 
play area 
to ride on 
tractors, 
a play 

house to 
e x p l o r e 
and, for y o u n g e r 
children, a small soft play 
area in the barn offer plenty of 
exciting places to play.
Many species of birds and 
wild flowers can be seen in 
the park throughout the year 
as it is in a conservation area.
There is ample free park-
ing on site and a brand new 

30-seater tea room offers 

hot and cold food and drinks, creating 
the perfect way to finish your day. The 
gift shop offers a wide range of 
gifts including toys, mer-
chandise, local goods, lo-
cally produced honey with 
contributions from the 
farm bees and much more 
to remember your trip by. 
Opening times are Tues-
day – Sunday 10.00am – 
4.00pm (Tearoom open till 

5.00pm)
Closed Christ-
mas day and 
New Year’s 
Day
For more in-
f o r m a t i o n 

v i s i t 

www.
rutland-

farmpark.co.uk.
Here are some of the 
fun events happen-
ing at Rutland Farm 
Park: 
February 4th - Car 
boots start and visit 
the small animal barn 
to help feed the lambs.
March 4th - March 
11th - Car boot and 

on Mothering Sunday, mums get in free 
so you can treat your mum to afternoon 

tea (booking re-
quired).
April 1st + 2nd - 
Easter fun (East-
er Eggtravagan-
za), NO CAR 
BOOT.
May 6th – May 
27th - Car boot 

and Sheep 

S u n -
day including spinning 

demonstrations and 
sheep care demonstra-

tions.
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CROSSWORD
  1 Frogman (5) 
  2 Golly! (3) 
  3 Take to a higher level (7) 
  4 Pasture (3) 
  5 Clever humour (3) 
  6 Small oar (6) 
  7 Conceited (4) 
  8 Intense black (3)
10 Laundry machine (6-5)
11 Lifted using tackle (7)
12 Those who govern (6)
14 American Indians (7)
17 Three times (6) 
21 Seaside creature 
     with five arms (8) 
22 Demands for money (5)
24 Ten-part athletics 
     contest (9) 
25 Studio couch (3-6) 

(Answers in Issue 253)

ISSUE 251 CROSSWORD ANSWERS
ANSWERS ACROSS 

1 Stomach  5 Dollar  8 Unearth  10 Chum  11 Ground  12 Dalek  14 Lag  15 Pen-friend  16 Exam  17 Flop  19 Acrobat  22 Adder  24 Staunch  26 Kick  28 Bison 29 Hollow  31 Detail  33 Urchin  35 Purple  38 Otter  39 Stop  
40 Embrace  43 Three  45 Serious  47 Head  49 Fete  50 Kilometre  53 Low  54 Hazel  55 Lizard  56 Safe  57 Radiant  58 Random  59 Example 

ANSWERS DOWN 
1 Scrawl  2 Mock  3 Human  4 Children  5 Dagger  6 Leopard  7 Redcurrant  9 Rage  13 Fretsaw  15 Part  17 Fluke  18 Pack  20 Bill  21 Hard  23 Dessert  25 Cramp  27 Cluster  28 Blue  29 Hour  30 Locum 

32 Rottweiler  34 Neat  35 Presume  36 Rear  37 Speed 39 Sash  41 Backward 42 Cope  44 Emerald  46 Seldom  48 Avenue  51 Loud  52 Taste  54 Helm

  1 A son’s wife (8-2-3) 
  9 No longer sleeping (5)
10 Emotionally kind (6-7)
13 Tawny brown (3) 
15 Australian bird (3) 
16 Damage to car body (4)
18 Machine-like (10) 
19 Mound or pile (4) 
20 Relaxation (4) 
23 The most noisy (7) 
25 Clever or perky (6) 
26 Polar matter (3) 
27 Sun visor (8) 
28 Landed a stricken
     aeroplane on the sea (7)
30 Clothe (5) 
32 Mineral spring (3) 
34 Needle manoeuvre 
     when sewing hems (4,6)

35 County cart puller? (5,5)
37 Shaggy-haired ox (3)
38 A rough-house (5) 
40 Shoulder firearm (7) 
41 Not a copy (8) 
43 Glue (3) 
44 Plum-like jam fruit (6)
45 Bloodless or sickly (7)
47 Stumble (4) 
48 A pelt or hide (4) 
49 Multi-useful (3-7) 
51 Black cab (4) 
53 Termite (3) 
54 Had your dinner (3) 
56 Quite the opposite (13)
60 Obstruct progress (5)
61 Parent / child division 
     of understanding (10,3)

29 The outside surface (8)
31 Seasonal blitz around
     the house (6-5) 
32 Timid (3) 
33 Inquire (3) 
36 Foe (5) 
38 A shelf supporter (7) 
39 Not present (6) 
40 Hit with open hand (7) 
42 Weight of collision (6)
46 Light-orange fruit (7)
47 Fiddly, dodgy, difficult (6) 
50 Bend down (5) 
52 Riot, run  . . .  (4) 
55 Recede like the tide (3)
57 Inferior horse (3) 
58 Chicken enclosure (3)
59 Possess (3)

ACROSS DOWN

Largest independent lighting showroom
in Nottinghamshire

DAVID HUNT BRAND PARTNER

Now open Sundays until Sunday January 15th 11am -4pm
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Elements of the scooter/motorcycle rivalry of the mid-
60s will be showcased at the Carole Nash Classic Bike 
Guide Winter Classic show. The motorcycling event, 
now in its seventh year, takes place at Newark Show-
ground on January 6-7 and has been expanded by two 
halls for 2018. 
Among the many attractions on offer will be a Retro 
area dedicated to the 50s, 60s and 70s; slap bang in the 
middle of that time period was the collision of youth 
cultures that defined what the press came to call ‘the 

Mods and Rockers . A New Way of Life for  Newark Show

Mods and Rockers’ era.
Visitors and traders alike are encouraged to join 
in the fun by dressing in their finest Mod or Rocker 
gear to enjoy a faux-seaside atmosphere reminiscent 
of Brighton, Clacton or Hastings during the heyday of 
the two movements. Prizes will be on offer from the 
organisers to the best-dressed Mod and Rocker. 
Alongside the Retro area will be the show-within-a-
show that is Scooter World – which this year will fea-
ture the sounds of the scooterist internet radio station, 
Mod Radio, as well as some of the finest custom scoot-
ers on the scene today. 
Another adjoining hall will also contain a dedicated 
‘Pit Area’ which will reflect the atmosphere of a race 
paddock and will include a ‘Blast From The Past’ bike 
start-up area which will see highly-tuned sprint and 

race machines revved-up for your 
enjoyment – earplugs are optional!
Event planner Vicky Bean said: 
“Outside it might be the depths of 
winter, but inside we’re aiming to 
recreate those hazy lazy days of 
mid-summer at a south coast re-
sort during the golden age of two-
wheeled travel. Visitors will be able 
to explore the sights and sounds of 
our Retro area before stepping into 

Scooter World halls for a dedicated 
scooterist experience.
“Why not escape those post-Christ-
mas blues to join us for some scooter 
and motorcycle-related retro enjoy-
ment among like-minded enthusi-
asts!”
Beyond the Retro area and Scooter 
World, visitors will be able to ex-
plore and admire hundreds of beau-
tiful classic bikes, pick up parts for 

their project, or find spares for the 
motorcycling year ahead. 
Discounted advance tickets are now 
on sale for the show, with a one-day 
adult pass costing just £8. Tickets 
will also be available on the gate, 
priced at £10 each. Under 12s go 
free, and free parking is available for 
visitors. 
For more information visit clas-
sicbikeshows.com.

DFFFSFSAG
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Creating Room for
If you’ve an elderly or less able relative, ensure 
they can remain in their own home whilst pro-
viding extra peace of mind and safety, and im-
proving the look of their home. Newark-based 
AHM can help to achieve all this and more...
Independence is an important element of se-
curity and happiness in later years. If you or a 
relative are less mobile or visually impaired in 
later life, being able to remain in your home will 
mean the world.

That’s why family company 
AHM Installations, based 
in Newark, work across 
Lincolnshire and all over 
the UK to create rooms for 
those with mobility prob-
lems, visual impairment, or 
those seeking the security 
and peace of mind of a safer 
bathroom or kitchen.
Founded over 20 years ago 
by Simon and Julie Symcox 
who found a niche in creating bathrooms and kitchens 
that blend good looks and modern features with the abil-
ity to provide relatives with peace of mind, utilising fea-
tures that make rooms easier to use.”
The firm is based in Newark with a showroom in Lincoln. 
“We think it’s really important to be trustworthy when 
working with an older customer base. That’s why we 

have a strict no-pressure 
selling policy, provide 
free, no obligation quo-
tations, use our own in-
house fitters and project 
manage each job from 
start to finish, and why we 
offer a 12 month warranty 
on all of our installations.”
The firm’s bathrooms and 
wet rooms are all bespoke 
designs, incorporating 

easy-access shower and bath cubicles, grab handles and 
safe, non-slip surfaces.
Find out more about AHM Installations’ bespoke bath-
rooms for independent living, by calling 01522 500288 
or see www.ahminstallations.co.uk. Visit the company’s 
Lincoln showroom located at Unit 26, Flexspace Lincoln, 
Roman Way, South Hykeham, Lincoln LN6 9UH. 

Independence
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• Personal care & help with daily life
• Care & support for clients with degenerative illnesses
• Sitting service in own home/hospital/care home/hospice
• Transport for local appointments/social outings
• Care while recovering from surgery or hospital stay
• Support with relatives receiving palliative care

Professional Private Carer for any age.Professional Private Carer for any age.
Fully insured & DBS checked.

Contact Lorraine 07801 907189
goodlifecompanionshomecare@yahoo.com

Goodlife Companions
Homecare
Caring for All

Two of the city’s largest property names 
have donated £20,000 worth of Christmas 
gifts to the Children’s wards at several lo-
cal hospitals including the Queen’s Medi-
cal Centre, after the patients and staff re-
leased their very own Santa wish list.
A van load of presents have been donated 
by the companies including CD’s, DVD’s, 
lego, arts and crafts materials, a huge se-
lection of board games and sensory toys.

The Christmas gifts were hand-delivered 
on December 6 by the managing director 
of ALB Investments, Arran Bailey and a 
selection of the company’s staff.
ALB Investments is a locally based prop-
erty development company, following a 
variety of successful property ventures 
in Nottingham, to provide presents for a 
selection of inpatient and emergency care 
wards that care for children of all ages, 

including the Children’s Emergency De-
partment.
Arran said: “After the success of last year’s 
pledge, I knew it was something wanted to 
do again. ALB get involved with lots of 
charity and community projects, but with 
this one involving sick children it is some-
thing very close to my heart.”
More information can be found at www.
albinvestments.co.uk

Christmas Wishes Come True For 
Children at Nottingham Hospital
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Global architects CPMG and 
international property and con-
struction consultancy Gleeds have 
pledged their support to Notting-
ham charity Radford Care Group 
to build a state-of-the-art new 
day care centre for elderly people 
across the city.
The existing care centre, in Pros-
pect Street in Radford, will be 
rebuilt as a more sustainable, en-
vironmentally-friendly, state-of-
the art facility, offering care and 
activities for elderly people across 
the city. The project is set to start 
on site in 2018 and once complete, 
will create an extra 75 spaces for 
its service users.
Gleeds and CPMG – which both 
have offices located in Notting-

ham - have been working closely 
with Radford Care Group since 
the start of 2016, offering pro-
bono support to the build with 
both businesses encouraging oth-
er companies across the region to 
support the community project.
CPMG director Nick Gregory, 
who is directly working on the 
scheme, said: “It really is a fan-
tastic project to be working on 
and the new day centre will bring 
great benefit to the service users 
of Radford Care Group. The com-
mitment from the staff at Radford 
Care Group is outstanding and 
adds to the community feel we en-
gaged with since day one. 
“At CPMG we choose a char-
ity every year to support and we 

Businesses Pledge Support to Local Charity’s 
£1 Million Day
Care Facility

thought this is an excellent 
project and one which we are 
very happy to be working on 
and further encourage other 
companies to get involved.”
Gleeds director Anthony 
Cork, said: “Radford Care 
Group doesn’t only offer in-

valuable support services but 
provides a vibrant, busy and 
innovative environment for 
the elderly which is instru-
mental within our commu-
nity. Working in conjunction 
with CPMG to deliver this 
project is fantastic and it will 

be an exciting few months 
for everyone involved in this 
scheme.”
The new building is set to be 
complete in winter of 2018 
for a Christmas opening com-
bined with a 50 year anniver-
sary.   

L - R Hadleigh McKinlay (Gleeds) - Jill Davies (RCG) Pauleen Davies (RCG) - Aaron Beattie (Gleeds)

Redevelopment proposals for the 
Broadmarsh car park and bus station are 
moving forward, as the scheme has now 
been submitted for planning approval.
As demolition of the existing car park 
continues, and hot on the heels of the 
plans for Nottingham College’s City 
Hub, the designs of the new Broad-
marsh bus station and car park have 
been revealed. Features include:
• 1,397 parking spaces – almost 250 
more than in the previous car park

• High quality retail units on Car-
rington Street and Collin Street

• A welcoming bus station envi-

ronment
• Three digital advertising screens
• Electric charging points on each floor.
Mindful of the diverse and changing 
landscape in the area, the proposals for 
the new Broadmarsh car park and bus 
station are sympathetic to both the her-
itage of Carrington Street and the new 
designs for intu Broadmarsh, provid-
ing a bright and contemporary design 
that will stand the test of time. The new 
development will significantly improve 
the approach to the city centre from Not-
tingham Station. 
Councillor Jon Collins, Leader of the 

City Council, said: 
“We want an ap-
pealing, modern and 
bright new building on the reinvigorated 
Broadmarsh landscape 
“The redeveloped building will include 
a new bus station, prominent high qual-
ity shops that will boost the area and 
complement the intu Broadmarsh re-
development. Additional car parking 
spaces will give the city more of what 
it needs and mean more people will be 
able to visit the new Broadmarsh area. 
“These are ambitious plans, and with 
ambition comes challenges, but I en-

courage people to view our proposals 
and give their views about the applica-
tion.” 
The submission of the planning appli-
cation means the public are now being 
invited to comment on the designs as 
part of the planning application process. 
To view the application and leave com-
ments, please visit the Planning Portal 
on the Nottingham City Council web-
site. The new designs will be considered 
at Planning Committee on Wednesday 
21 February 2018.
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A Big DecisionLeaving 
school and moving on in 
life can be very difficult, you need to 
know exactly what is on offer for you once 
you leave full time education in order to get 
the best start in life. With so many impor-
tant decisions that have to be made in such a 
short space of time, here is some inspiration 
for the options in your future: 
Doing an apprenticeship means you still ac-
quire an advanced level qualification since 
you’re still learning, just in a more practi-
cal environment. As you are immersed into 
the working world you will appreciate all 
the benefits of a real life working environ-
ment, including the relationships with your 
colleagues, sense of responsibility and of 
course, the satisfaction of earning money. 
Further study is another popular option, 
with endless different university and college 
courses on offer all over the country, there 

is something for everyone. Whether 
you prefer practical learning and creative 
subjects or numbers and lengthy essays – 
search engines like UCAS and University 
websites can help to narrow down your 
options. University life is a fantastic way 
to delve into independence whilst still 
training for your profession. 
Full time work is something you have to 
be incredibly committed to, although it ap-
peals to some people to dive straight into 
the working world it can be all too easy to 
get stuck into one job. Send out your CV 
to various companies, trying different types 
of work places to find what’s right for you. 
Offer work placements or experience weeks 
in order to trial different branches of work 
before making the decision to take a job. 

It’s been a busy time at Salterford 
House. The children have been 
making the most of the outdoors 
area and enjoying the changing 
seasons with creative poetry in 
the late season sunshine and even 
some dragon hunting as part of 
an English topic.
The whole school celebrated 
Bonfire Night with a spectacular 
display of fireworks. It was a real 
crowd-pleaser with hundreds of 
parents and pupils, current and 
past, enjoying the fireworks, hot 
dogs and many stalls on offer.
One of the highlights was the 
outdoors extended day that took 
place. Children from Yrs 3-6 

spent the day in the woodland, 
creating works of art and com-
pleting science investigations.
They chose a tree and dressed it 
for winter as part of the Charter 
for trees, woods and people pro-
ject.  The day culminated in a 
campfire meal and song session 
and a night walk in the dark! The 
children had an amazing time and 
learned so much while benefit-
ing from fresh air and wide open 
spaces.  
The Annual Remembrance As-
sembly was a very moving, yet 
uplifting service led by Year 6 
pupils and attended by pupils and 
parents, which ended with every 

child in the school marking their 
personal remembrance by add-
ing a poppy to the Remembrance 
Wreath.
The term rounded off with a series 
of exceptional Christmas produc-
tions from all ages, including the 
now traditional annual Year 5 and 
6 pantomime. It was a very suc-
cessful way to wish family and 
friends a Happy Christmas.

Seasonal Celebrations at 
Salterford House School
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A well-respected, widely practised and 
highly skilful sport, shooting is a fun and 
unique way to master a whole collection 
of skills. From patience and precision to 
speed, shooting is an exhilarating sport, 
guaranteed to deliver hours of pleasure. 
Whether it is clay, grouse or pheasant 
shooting, here is what you need to know 
about getting into the sport from your 
shotgun certificate to exploring shooting 
etiquette: 

Learn the basics
Whether you feel more confident in 
a designated shooting area or have 
private land where you can practise, it 
is recommended that you have lessons 
with a trained instructor to learn the legal 
safety requirements before being able to 
shoot alone. 
Get your shotgun certificate
Each year more people are taking up 

shooting as a sport or hobby in the UK, 
meaning more shotgun and firearms 
certificates are being issued. You receive 
a certificate following some important 
education and training on the legal 
requirements of safe shooting. 

Clay pigeon shooting
You do not need a shotgun certificate 
in order to shoot clays if you are at an 
approved clay ground, shooting range, 

game fair or country show. 
With clay shooting you should always 
have lessons from a professional 
shooting instructor first, in order to adopt 
the correct technique. The Clay Pigeon 
Shooting Association has a list of grounds 
across the UK to find the most convenient 
location for you. 

Pheasant and Grouse shooting
For something a bit different, why not 

look into pheasant or grouse shooting 
for an exciting and stimulating activity 
which puts your skills to practise. 
Check with a professional for 
all the rules and regulations on 
borrowing a gun, shooting on 
private land and knowing how 
to properly identify each bird, 
in order to ensure your hunting 
experience is safe and enjoyable.

On Target

Run by Shooters 
for Shooters

If you’re looking to take up a new hobby 
this season, why not try something active 
and exciting that involves the outdoors? 
Shooting is an exhilarating sport that re-
quires skill, precision and the right equip-
ment and training. 
Solware Gun Shop is a specialist retail 
shop and mail order site based in Tam-
worth that provides a huge range of air 
guns, shotguns, rimfire and centrefire ri-
fles. 
If you’re thinking of starting shooting 
as a new hobby or are already a skilled 
shooter looking for some expert advice, 
the team at Solware are always willing to 
help and can supply you with the correct 
guidance and most suitable products for 
your chosen discipline using their wealth 
of knowledge within the shooting indus-
try.
One of the largest Gun Retailers in the 
UK, Solware supports and sponsors more 
shooters, grounds, clubs, charity fund-
raisers and competitions than any other 
UK Gun Shop.
They are also Finalists of the Shooting 
Industry Awards UK Gunshop for five 
years running (2013 – 2017), and have 
been trading for over 17 years – mean-
ing that they are recognised as experts in 
the industry and are always updating their 
stock to keep up with customer demand. 
Solware offer you first class service and 
also offer finance on a range of items in-
cluding guns, air guns, rifles, shotguns, 
and shooting accessories, with finance 
terms lasting 1 year, 18 months, 2 years, 
3 Years or 4 years.
Find out more via www.solware.co.uk, 
sales@solware.co.uk or 01827 215 222. 
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HOME & GARDEN
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The colder months 
can bring new c h a l -
lenges to home- o w n e r s , 
making now a better time than 
any to ensure that 

every-

t h ing 
is in 

w o r k i n g 
order before 

the temperatures re-
ally drop.

A home health check is an 
easy and essential start 

to your winter prepa-
rations. Check-

ing your central 
heating, safety 

e q u i p m e n t 
and mo-
tor will 
help you 
to avoid 
s o m e 

preventable situations that could 
leave you out of pocket as the sea-
sons start to change. 
Ensuring that your boiler is in 
working order before you rely on 
it this winter will leave your fam-
ily high and dry throughout the 
worst of the weather and will keep 
you warm as the cold night draw 
in.
Checking safety equipment in-
cluding locks on your windows 
and doors, as well as your fire and 
burglar alarm, will help to keep 
you and your family safe and se-
cure as the festive period begins. 
This is also a good opportunity to 
check the wires on any electrical 
equipment, especially things that 
are regularly used, as these will 
experience the most wear and 
tear and could be dangerous if left 
damaged and exposed. 
Taking care of your car by mak-
ing sure that it has been serviced, 
topping up the oil, water and 

brake fluid levels, as well as 
checking your tyre pressure 
and lights, will help to keep 
you safe on the road during the 
changing conditions on your 
commute to work. 
If you’re unsure about any of 
your home appliances, now is 
a good time to get an expert 
in who can offer you support, 
advice and the right replace-
ments.
Lastly, a good tidy up never 
hurt. Take the dark nights and 
colder evenings as an opportu-
nity for a little home redecora-
tion and spruce up a tired space 
by introducing some new col-
ours and fabrics to make your 
home more welcoming this 
winter.
A lick of paint is one of the 
easiest and most budget-
friendly ways to freshen up 
your home and garden. Wheth-
er it’s touching up a few walls 

or up-cycling an outdoor fur-
niture set, it’s an easy way to 
breathe fresh air into your sur-
roundings. A simple splash of 
colour can rejuvenate a space 
and create a whole new ambi-
ance – why not switch up your 
theme colour by swapping 
your cushions and introducing 
a few new ornaments?
If you want your home or out-
door space redesigning but 
don’t have an eye for detail (or 
the time), getting in touch with 
a professional who can do all 
the hard work for you means 
you can reap the rewards 
without having to get your 
hands dirty. With various inte-
rior designers, landscapers and 
specialist services available, 
you’ll be able to get everything 
from the garden shed to a new 
patio with a quick phone call to 
a professional.
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HOT TUB & ACCESSORIES

BATHROOMS

GARDEN SERVICES

VETS

FENCING FRAMING

FRUIT

TIMBERCONTAINER SERVICES
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